CHAPTER 3
Municipalities

ARTICLE 1
General Provisions

3-1-1. Municipalities; short title.
Chapter 3 NMSA 1978 [except Article 66] may be cited as the "Municipal Code".
History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-1-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1981, ch. 204, § 1.
ANNOTATIONS

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

For comment, "Regional Planning - Subdivision Control - New Mexico's New Municipal
Code," see 6 Nat. Resources J. 135 (1966).

For comment, "Land Use Planning - New Mexico's Green Belt Law," see 8 Nat.
Resources J. 190 (1968).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 1 to 3.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 8 1 et seq.
3-1-2. Definitions.
As used in the Municipal Code:

A. "acquire" or "acquisition” means purchase, construct, accept or any combination
of purchasing, constructing or accepting;

B. "business" means any person, occupation, profession, trade, pursuit, corporation,
institution, establishment, utility, article, commodity or device engaged in making a
profit, but does not include an employee;

C. "census" means any enumeration of population of a municipality conducted
under the direction of the government of the United States, the state of New Mexico or
the municipality;

D. "county" means the county in which the municipality or land is situated;



E. "district court” means the district court of the district in which the municipality or
land is situated,;

F. "governing body" means the city council or city commission of a city, the board of
trustees of a town or village, the council of incorporated counties and the board of
county commissioners of H class counties;

G. "municipal” or "municipality” means any incorporated city, town or village,
whether incorporated under general act, special act or special charter, incorporated
counties and H class counties;

H. "municipal utility" means sewer facilities, water facilities, gas facilities, electric
facilities, generating facilities or any interest in jointly owned generating facilities owned
by a municipality and serving the public. A municipality that owns both electric facilities
and any interest in jointly owned generating facilities may, by ordinance, designate such
interest in jointly owned generating facilities as part of its electric facilities. Generating
facilities shall be considered as part of a municipality's electric facilities unless the
municipality designates, by ordinance, the generating facilities as a separate municipal
utility, such designation being conclusive subject to any existing property rights or
contract rights;

I. "public ground"” means any real property owned or leased by a municipality;

J. "publish” or "publication" means printing in a newspaper that maintains an office
in the municipality and is of general circulation within the municipality or, if such
newspaper is a nondaily paper that will not be circulated to the public in time to meet
publication requirements or if there is no newspaper that maintains an office in the
municipality and is of general circulation within the municipality, then "publish" or
"publication” means posting in six public places within the municipality on the first day
that publication is required in a newspaper that maintains an office in the municipality
and is of general circulation within the municipality. One of the public places where
posting shall be made is the office of the municipal clerk, who shall maintain the posting
during the length of time necessary to comply with the provisions relating to the number
of times publication is required in a newspaper of general circulation within the
municipality. The municipal clerk may, in addition to posting, publish one or more times
in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality;

K. "qualified elector" means any person who is a resident of the municipality and is
registered to vote under the provisions of the Election Code. Persons who would
otherwise be qualified electors if land on which they reside is annexed to a municipality
shall be deemed to be qualified electors:

(1)  upon the effective date of the municipal ordinance effectuating the terms
of the annexation as certified by the board of arbitration pursuant to Section 3-7-10
NMSA 1978;



(2) upon thirty days after the filing of an order of annexation by the municipal
boundary commission pursuant to Sections 3-7-15 and 3-7-16 NMSA 1978 if no appeal
is filed or, if an appeal is filed, upon the filing of a nonappealable court order effectuating
the annexation; or

3) upon thirty days after the filing of an ordinance pursuant to Section 3-7-17
NMSA 1978 if no appeal is filed or, if an appeal is filed, upon the filing of a
nonappealable court order effectuating the annexation;

L. "revenue producing project” means any municipally owned self-liquidating
projects that furnish public services to a municipality and its citizens, including but not
necessarily limited to public buildings; facilities and equipment for the collection or
disposal of trash, refuse or garbage; swimming pools; golf courses and other
recreational facilities; cemeteries or mausoleums or both; airports; off-street parking
garages; and transportation centers, which may include but are not limited to office
facilities and customary terminal facilities for airlines, trains, monorails, subways,
intercity and intracity buses and taxicabs. "Revenue producing project” does not mean
a municipal utility as defined in Subsection H of this section;

M. "street" means any thoroughfare that can accommodate pedestrian or vehicular
traffic, is open to the public and is under the control of the municipality;

N. "warrant" means a warrant, check or other negotiable instrument issued by a
municipality in payment for goods or services acquired by the municipality or for the
payment of a debt incurred by the municipality;

O. "mayor" means the chief executive officer of municipalities having the mayor-
council form of government. In municipalities having other forms of government, the
presiding officer of the governing body and the official head of the government, without
executive powers, may be designated mayor by the governing body. Wherever the
Municipal Code requires an act to be performed by the mayor with the consent of the
governing body, in municipalities not having the mayor-council form of government, the
act shall be performed by the governing body;

P. "generating facility" means any facility located within or outside the state
necessary or incidental to the generation or production of electric power and energy by
any means and includes:

(1) any facility necessary or incidental to the acquisition of fuel of any kind for
the production of electric power and energy, including the acquisition of fuel deposits,
the extraction of fuel from natural deposits, the conversion of fuel for use in another
form, the burning of fuel in place and the transportation and storage of such fuel; and

(2) any facility necessary or incidental to the transfer of the electric power and
energy to the municipality, including without limitation step-down substations or other



facilities used to reduce the voltage in a transmission line in order that electric power
and energy may be distributed by the municipality to its retail customers;

Q. "jointly owned generating facility" means any generating facility in which a
municipality owns any undivided or other interest, including without limitation any right to
entitlement or capacity; and

R. "joint participant” means any municipality in New Mexico or any other state; any
public entity incorporated under the laws of any other state having the power to enter
into the type of transaction contemplated by the Municipal Electric Generation Act [3-24-
11 to 3-24-18 NMSA 1978]; the state of New Mexico; the United States; Indian tribes;
and any public electric utility, investor-owned electric utility or electric cooperative
subject to general or limited regulation by the public regulation commission or a similar
commission of any other state.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-1-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1967, ch. 223, § 1,

1969, ch. 251, 8 1; 1972, ch. 81, 8 1; 1973, ch. 272, 8 1; 1979, ch. 260, § 1; 1985, ch.

208, 8 1; 1987, ch. 323, 8§ 1; 1993, ch. 282, § 1; 2019, ch. 212, § 178.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For requirements and procedure for incorporation of a
municipality, see 3-2-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.

For incorporation of municipalities under special act, see 3-3-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.
For changing name of municipality, see 3-6-1 and 3-6-2 NMSA 1978.

For restrictions on municipal indebtedness, see N.M. Const., art X, § 12.

For voting "precinct”, see 3-8-2 NMSA 1978.

For commission-manager form of government applied to municipalities over 1,000
population, see 3-14-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.

For municipal charters, see 3-15-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.

For taking a census, see 3-18-9 NMSA 1978.

For public utilities, see 3-23-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.

For establishment of H class counties, see 4-44-3 NMSA 1978.

For requirement for publication of legal notice or advertisement, see 14-11-2 NMSA
1978.



For publication of proceedings of municipal boards, see 14-11-11 NMSA 1978.

The 2019 amendment, effective April 3, 2019, revised the definition of "qualified
elector" as used in the Municipal Code, and made certain technical amendments; in
Subsection K, after "means any person”, deleted "whose affidavit of voter registration
has been filed by the county clerk, who is registered to vote in a general election
precinct established by the board of county commissioners that is wholly or partly within
the municipal boundaries and", and after "resident of the municipality”, added "and is
registered to vote under the provisions of the Election Code"; in Subsection L, after
"Revenue producing”, deleted "facilities" and added "project”; and in Subsection R, after
"regulation by the", deleted "New Mexico", and after "public”, deleted "utility" and added
"regulation”.

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, substituted "public utility commission™
for "public service commission” in Subsection R and made minor stylistic changes
throughout the section.

The 1987 amendment, effective June 19, 1987, in Subsection J inserted "if such
newspaper is a nondaily paper which will not be circulated to the public in time to meet
publication requirements” following "and is of general circulation within the municipality
or"; in Subsection L substituted "as defined in Subsection H of this section” for "as
herein defined"; and made minor changes in language and punctuation throughout the
section.

"Publish" construed. — The general notice requirements of Subsection J do not apply
to govern proceedings of the municipal boundary commission. Cox v. Mun. Boundary
Comm'n, 1998-NMCA-025, 124 N.M. 709, 954 P.2d 1186, cert. denied, 125 N.M. 145,
958 P.2d 103.

"Village" construed. — In construing the word "village", as used in former section
governing municipal liquor sales, the court was not justified in giving it a meaning which
will impair the legislative intent. State ex rel. Lorenzino v. County Comm'rs, 1915-
NMSC-010, 20 N.M. 67, 145 P. 1083.

Governing body of a municipality having a mayor-council form of government is
either the council or board of trustees. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-148.

Newspaper "office" defined. — In the case of a newspaper, "office" means a place
where classified ads may be placed, where subscriptions may be placed and where
general information relative to the newspaper may be obtained. 1965 Op. Att'y Gen. No.
65-85.

Requirements and qualifications for voting at municipal elections are the same as
those for general elections. 1964 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 64-33.



Residence outside municipality disqualifies one from voting. — A person whose
residence is actually outside the exterior limits or boundaries of a municipality is not
gualified to vote in municipal elections. 1958 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 58-60.

3-1-3. Municipalities; name; prohibiting the use of name of another
municipality.

Any municipality may be known as the:

A. "cityof ............ "
B. "townof ............ ", or
C. "village of ............ "; but no municipality which changes its name or incorporates

shall adopt the name of an existing municipality.
History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-1-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For changing name of municipality, see 3-6-1 and 3-6-2 NMSA
1978.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions § 29.

Use of abbreviations of name of municipal body or private corporation in designating
party to judicial proceedings, 167 A.L.R. 1217.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 34.

3-1-4. Municipalities; change of status; continuation of ordinances;
judicial notice.

A. Whenever a municipality changes its name as authorized in Sections 3-6-1 and
3-6-2 NMSA 1978 or reorganizes its government as provided in Sections 3-3-1 through
3-3-4, 3-14-1 through 3-14-19 and 3-15-1 through 3-15-16 NMSA 1978, the municipal
clerk shall file certified copies of the election certificates indicating approval of the
change of name or reorganization of the municipality in the office of the county clerk and
the office of the secretary of state. The municipal clerk shall also transmit, if the
municipal boundaries are to be changed, certified copies of a map or plat of the revised
municipal boundaries to the secretary of finance and administration and the secretary of
taxation and revenue.



B. All acts performed in the name of the municipality previous to the change in
name or the reorganization of the municipality shall continue in effect except as they are
amended or modified by the change in name or reorganization of the municipality;
provided, that the change of name or reorganization of the municipality shall not in any
manner affect the rights or liabilities of the municipality or any other right, liability or right
of action, civil or criminal, for or against the municipality.

C. When certified copies of the election certificates are filed in the office of the
county clerk and the office of the secretary of state, as required in this section, the
change of name or reorganization of the municipality shall be deemed complete and
shall be judicially recognized in all subsequent proceedings in which the municipality is
interested.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-1-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1981, ch. 204, § 2.

3-1-5. Petitions; examinations of signatures; purging; judicial
review.

A. All petitions, filing of petitions, verification of petitions and all other acts to be
performed by petitioners, public officers or employees, regarding only those petitions
that trigger a municipal special or regular election as authorized in the Municipal Code
[Chapter 3 NMSA 1978] or otherwise authorized by law, shall comply with the terms of
this section, except as otherwise expressly provided by law.

B. Each page or group of pages of a petition shall be accepted for filing by a
municipal clerk, a county clerk, a governing body or a board of county commissioners
only if:

(1) the municipal clerk has approved the form of petitions to be filed with the
municipality prior to circulation of the petition; or

(2)  the county clerk has approved the form of petitions to be filed with the
county prior to circulation of the petition; and

(3) each page of the petition to be filed contains the approval or facsimile
approval of the municipal or county clerk and the petition heading and penalty statement
are legible when submitted for filing.

C. The municipal or county clerk shall approve a petition as to form if the proposed
petition form contains:

(1) aheading that complies with a particular form of heading required by law;
or

(2) a heading that clearly conveys the purpose for signing the petition if no
particular form of heading is required by law;



(3) aplace for the person signing the petition to write the date and the
person's name (printed), address and signature, unless other requirements are
mandated by law, and then the petition shall comply with those requirements; and

(4) astatement that any person knowingly providing or causing to be provided
any false information on a petition, forging a signature or signing a petition when that
person knows that person is not a qualified elector in the municipality is guilty of a fourth
degree felony.

D. The requirements of Subsection B of this section shall be deemed complied with
if an original form of petition is submitted to a municipal or county clerk for approval prior
to circulation and after approval by the clerk that the original form is reproduced by
photocopying or other similar means so that the form and clerk's approval are
unchanged from the original and are legible on each page of the petition to be filed.

E. A petition filed with a municipal clerk, a county clerk, a governing body or a board
of county commissioners shall include all individual pages of a petition complying with
the provisions of this section, regardless of whether the pages are filed singly or in a
group. Pages complying with the provisions of this section may be filed at different times
so long as filing is within the time period allowed by law for the filing of the particular
petition to be filed. If no time period is established by law, petition signatures may not
span a period of time greater than sixty days from the date of the earliest signature on
the petition, and the petition shall be filed within sixty-five days from the date of the
earliest signature on the petition.

F. Upon approval of a proposed petition as to form, the municipal clerk shall notify
the county clerk of the approval, and the county clerk shall furnish a current voter
registration list of qualified electors entitled to vote in municipal elections to the
municipal clerk within fourteen days of the notification.

G. When a petition is filed with a municipal clerk, a county clerk, a governing body or
a board of county commissioners, the governing body or board of county
commissioners shall either certify the petition as valid or order an examination of the
petition and the names, addresses and signatures on the petition.

H. When an examination of the petition and the names, addresses and signatures
on the petition is ordered, the municipal clerk, county clerk, governing body or board of
county commissioners shall:

Q) resolve issues of residency and major infractions in accordance with the
Election Code;

(2)  determine the minimum number of valid names, addresses and
signatures, as mandated by law, that must be contained in the particular petition filed in
order for it to be declared a valid petition;



(3) examine the petition and the names, addresses and signatures on the
petition, purge from the petition the signature of any person who is not shown as a
gualified elector of the municipality on the list of registered voters provided by the
county clerk, purge any signature that is a forgery or that is illegible, purge any
signature that appears more than once or that cannot be matched to the name, address
and signature as shown on the voter registration lists and the original affidavit of
registration, purge the signature of any person who has not signed within the time limits
set by law and purge the signature of any person who does not meet the qualifications
for signing the petition as prescribed by law; and

(4) certify, no later than ten days after the petition is filed or after the
expiration of the period within which the petition can be filed as prescribed by law,
whichever occurs last, whether the petition contains the minimum number of valid
names, addresses and signatures as mandated by law.

I.  Nothing in this section shall preclude a person with a disability or an illiterate
person from causing another person to sign a petition on a person with a disability's or
an illiterate person's behalf, so long as the person signing for the person with a disability
or illiterate person executes an affidavit acknowledged before a notary public that the
person is authorized to sign the petition for the person with a disability or illiterate
person. In order for the signature on behalf of the person with a disability or illiterate
person to be counted and not purged, the original affidavit shall be submitted along with
the petition containing the signature on behalf of the illiterate person or person with a
disability.

J. If the petition is certified as valid pursuant to Subsection G of this section or is
certified as containing in excess of the minimum number of valid names, addresses and
signatures mandated by law, then such certification shall be recorded as part of the
minutes at the next meeting of the governing body or the board of county
commissioners.

K. If the petition is certified as containing less than the minimum number of valid
names, addresses and signatures mandated by law, then the municipal clerk, county
clerk, governing body or board of county commissioners shall:

(1) cause the names, addresses and signatures that were purged from the
petition to be posted in the municipal or county clerk's office no later than on the day the
petition is certified,;

(2)  determine the total number of people signing the petition, the number
purged, the number that were not purged and the minimum number of valid names,
addresses and signatures required by law for such a petition and post this information
along with and at the same time as the posting required in Paragraph (1) of this
subsection;



3) publish once, pursuant to the provisions of Subsection J of Section 3-1-2
NMSA 1978, within one week of the certification, the information compiled pursuant to
Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection; and

(4)  cause the information compiled pursuant to Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this
subsection and the date and place of publication pursuant to Paragraph (3) of this
subsection to be recorded as part of the minutes at the next meeting of the governing
body or the board of county commissioners after publication has occurred.

L. The following rules shall govern reinstatement of purged signatures:

(1) within ten days after the petition is certified as containing less than the
minimum number of valid names, addresses and signatures mandated by law, any
person whose signature has been purged from a petition may present evidence to the
clerk to show that the person's signature has been wrongfully purged;

(2) if the clerk fails to reinstate that person's signature within three days of
demand, then that person may, within ten days of the clerk's refusal to reinstate, petition
the district court for an order to reinstate the person's signature on the petition. Upon a
prima facie showing by the petitioner of the right to have that person's signature
included upon the petition, the district court shall issue an order to the municipal clerk,
county clerk, governing body or board of county commissioners to require reinstatement
of the signature of the petitioner;

(3)  within ten days after receiving the order of the district court, the municipal
clerk, county clerk, governing body or board of county commissioners shall reinstate the
signature of the petitioner on the petition or show cause why the signature of the
petitioner has not been reinstated. Upon hearing, if the district court finds that the
person whose signature has been purged meets the qualifications for signing the
petition, the district court shall make final its order of reinstatement to the municipal
clerk, county clerk, governing body or board of county commissioners; and

(4) if a sufficient number of signatures are reinstated by the clerk, the district
court or both to make the petition valid, then the reinstatement by the clerk or the district
court, whichever occurs last, shall be deemed the date of certification of the validity of
the petition for the purposes of adopting election resolutions, calling elections or for
other matters as provided in the Municipal Code or otherwise provided by law.

M. Any petition that contains an insufficient number of signatures after all signatures
have been reinstated pursuant to Subsection L of this section is invalid.

N. When a petition governed by this section is filed with the municipal clerk or the
governing body of a municipality, the governing body or municipal clerk shall perform or
cause to be performed the duties required under this section, except as otherwise
prohibited by law. When a petition governed by this section is required to be filed with
the county clerk or board of county commissioners, the board of county commissioners



or county clerk shall perform or cause to be performed the duties required under this
section, except as otherwise prohibited by law.

O. Any person or any municipal or county official knowingly violating the provisions
of this section, knowingly providing or causing to be provided any false information on a
petition or forging a signature or otherwise signing a petition when that person knows
the person is not a qualified elector in the municipality is guilty of a fourth degree felony.

P. The provisions of this section shall not be binding upon a municipality to the
extent such provisions are inconsistent with or superseded by the terms and provisions
of:

(1) the charter of a municipality incorporated by a special act;

(2)  the charter of a municipality adopted pursuant to Article 10, Section 6 of
the constitution of New Mexico;

(3) the charter of a municipality adopted pursuant to the Municipal Charter Act
[3-15-1 to 3-15-16 NMSA 1978]; or

(4)  the charter of a combined municipal organization.
Q. Once a petition has been filed with a municipal clerk, a county clerk, a governing
body or a board of county commissioners, no name on the petition may be withdrawn

except those names purged pursuant to Subsection H of this section.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-1-5, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 2; 1987, ch. 323, § 2;
1991, ch. 109, § 1; 2007, ch. 46, § 1; 2018, ch. 79, § 43.

ANNOTATIONS
Cross references. — For sentencing for felonies, see 31-18-15 NMSA 1978.

Repeals and reenactments. — Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 2 repealed former 3-1-5 NMSA
1978, as enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 146, § 1, and enacted a new 3-1-5 NMSA 1978.

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, made conforming changes as a result of
the repeal of the Municipal Election Code; and in Paragraph H(1), after "in accordance
with the", deleted "rules set forth in the Municipal”.

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to
the Municipal Election Code and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be
references to the Local Election Act.

The 2007 amendment, effective June 15, 2007, Subsection I, changed "handicapped
person” to "person with a disability".



The 1991 amendment, effective June 14, 1991, added Subsection Q and made stylistic
changes in Subsections C, G and M.

The 1987 amendment, effective June 19, 1987, in Subsection H, in Paragraph (3)
inserted "any signature that appears more than once" following "any signature which is
a forgery, is illegible"; in Subsection M substituted "Subsection L" for "Subsection K";
and made minor changes in language and punctuation throughout the section.

Compliance with section required. — Section 3-2-1 NMSA 1978 provides for
additional requirements for petitions for incorporation and does not supersede those of
this section. Citizens for Incorporation, Inc. v. Board of County Comm'rs, 1993-NMCA-
069, 115 N.M. 710, 858 P.2d 86, cert. denied, 115 N.M. 602, 856 P.2d 250.

3-1-6. Final day to act.

Whenever the last day for performing an administrative duty, filing a petition or
declaration in a county or municipal office, or other similar act falls on a Saturday,
Sunday or holiday, the next succeeding day on which the county or municipal office is
open during regular business hours shall be the final day for performing the
administrative duty, filing a petition or declaration with a county or municipal clerk or
other similar act.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-1-6, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 146, § 2.

ARTICLE 2
Incorporation of Municipality

3-2-1. Petition to incorporate area as a municipality; map and
money for census.

A. The residents of territory proposed to be incorporated as a municipality may
petition the board of county commissioners of the county in which the greatest portion of
the territory proposed to be incorporated lies to incorporate the territory as a
municipality. The petition shall:

(2) be in writing;
(2) state the name of the proposed municipality;
3) describe the territory proposed to be incorporated as a municipality; and

(4) be signed by either:

(a) not less than two hundred qualified electors, each of whom shall, on the
petition: 1) swear or affirm that the qualified elector has resided within the territory



proposed to be incorporated for a period of six months immediately prior to the signing
of the petition; and 2) list the street address of the qualified elector's residence; or

(b) the owners of not less than sixty percent of the real estate within the
territory proposed to be incorporated who are not delinquent in their payment of real
property taxes.

B. The petition shall be accompanied by:

(1) anaccurate map or plat that shows the boundary of the territory proposed
to be incorporated,;

(2) amunicipal services and revenue plan that describes the municipal
services the proposed municipality will provide and the details of how the municipality
will generate sufficient revenue to cover the costs of providing those services; and

(3)  the current university of New Mexico geospatial and population studies
group data showing that the territory proposed to be incorporated contains a population
density of not less than one person per acre.

C. The municipal services and revenue plan shall demonstrate that the proposed
municipality will provide at least three of the following services and that it will have a tax
base sufficient to pay the costs of those services:

(1) law enforcement;

(2) fire protection and fire safety;

3) road and street construction and maintenance;

(4)  solid waste management;

(5)  water supply or distribution or both;

(6) wastewater treatment;

(7)  storm water collection and disposal;

(8) electric or gas utility services;

(9)  enforcement of building, housing, plumbing and electrical codes and other
similar codes;

(10) planning and zoning; and

(11) recreational facilities.



D. The county shall forward the petition to the local government division of the
department of finance and administration, which shall convene a municipal
incorporation review team consisting of:

(1) the director of the local government division or the director's designee;
(2) the secretary of taxation and revenue or the secretary's designee;

(3) one representative of the county in which the proposed municipality would
be located chosen by the board of county commissioners; and

(4) arepresentative of the New Mexico municipal league who shall be an
advisory member of the review team.

E. The review team shall consider the petition and may request that the university of
New Mexico geospatial and population studies group confirm that the data provided with
the petition supports the finding that the proposed boundaries contain a population of at
least one person per acre. The review team shall evaluate the municipal services and
revenue plan and determine whether the proposed municipality meets the requirements
of Chapter 3, Article 2 NMSA 1978. If the review team finds that the proposed
municipality meets the requirements of that article, it shall report its findings and
recommendations to the board of county commissioners. If the review team finds that
the proposed municipality does not meet the requirements of that article, the review
team shall notify the board of county commissioners and the petitioners of deficiencies
in the petition. The review team's notification of deficiencies in the municipal services
and revenue plan suspends the attempt to incorporate. Petitioners have three months
from the date of notification of deficiencies to submit an amended plan to the review
team. If the amended plan is rejected by the review team for deficiencies, petitioners
may not submit another petition to incorporate an area until at least one year after the
date of that rejection.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-2-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 2013, ch. 120, § 1;
2021, ch. 112, 8 1.

ANNOTATIONS
Cross references. — For definition of "census", see 3-1-2 NMSA 1978.
For name of municipality, see 3-1-3 NMSA 1978.

For examination of signatures, purging and judicial review of petitions, see 3-1-5 NMSA
1978.

For execution and registration of warrants, see 3-37-5 NMSA 1978.



The 2021 amendment, effective June 18, 2021, provided that a petition for municipal
incorporation shall use population data provided by the university of New Mexico
geospatial and population studies group, and removed a provision requiring money to
conduct a census in the territory proposed to be incorporated to be included with the
petition to incorporate; in Subsection B, deleted former Paragraph B(3) and added a
new Paragraph B(3); and in Subsection E, after "consider the petition and", deleted "the
required census results” and added "may request that the university of New Mexico
geospatial and population studies group confirm that the data provided with the petition
supports the finding that the proposed boundaries contain a population of at least one
person per acre. The review team shall".

The 2013 amendment, effective June 14, 2013, required that petitioners present a
municipal services and revenue plan that demonstrates that the services will be
provided and how the services will be paid for; required the local government division to
convene a review team to review petitions for incorporation; added Paragraph (2) of
Subsection B; and added Subsections C, D and E.

Legislative intent. — The legislature has declared the public policy to be that the
growth of municipalities and of their contiguous and urbanized areas shall take place in
a planned and orderly manner; and to discourage splinter communities or a proliferation
of neighboring, independent municipal bodies whose competing needs would divide tax
revenues, multiply services, create confusion and factionalism among our citizens, and
destroy the harmony that should exist between peoples of diverse backgrounds and
socioeconomic strata within the state. City of Sunland Park v. Santa Teresa Concerned
Citizens Ass'n, 1990-NMSC-050, 110 N.M. 95, 792 P.2d 1138.

The law does not contemplate incorporation of community land grant. Board of
Trustees v. Sedillo, 1922-NMSC-027, 28 N.M. 53, 210 P. 102.

Incorporation of urbanized territory. — Where the provisional government of Santa
Teresa (Santa Teresa), a New Mexico non-profit corporation consisting of owners of
land in the Santa Teresa area in Dofla Ana county, sought to incorporate the area as a
municipality, separate from neighboring city of Sunland Park (Sunland Park), the district
court erred in affirming the Dofia Ana board of county commissioners’ denial of Santa
Teresa’s petition to incorporate based on a determination that 3-2-3(B)(3) NMSA 1978
required Santa Teresa to first submit a formal petition asking Sunland Park to annex the
subject territory, because 3-2-3(B)(3) NMSA 1978 does not require residents of a
territory to first formally petition the existing municipality to annex the territory before
they can file a petition to incorporate as a municipality; such residents may file an
incorporation petition pursuant to 3-2-1 NMSA 1978 and 3-2-5 NMSA 1978 if the
municipality informally proposes to consider or otherwise expresses an interest in
annexing the territory, short of actually initiating formal annexation proceedings.
Provisional Gov't of Santa Teresa v. Dofia Ana Cnty. Bd. of Comm’rs, 2018-NMCA-070,
cert. granted.



Effect of deficient petition. — The filing of a proper petition for incorporation is
jurisdictional and objections to the petition's sufficiency may be raised at any time. An
incorporation attempted under a petition that does not comply with the statutory
prerequisites is null and void. Strict compliance with the statutory prerequisites to
incorporation is required. Thus, the board was not estopped from denying the petition or
litigating its deficiencies by the board's failure to point out the defects at an earlier stage
of the proceedings. Citizens for Incorporation, Inc. v. Board of County Comm'rs, 1993-
NMCA-069, 115 N.M. 710, 858 P.2d 86, cert. denied, 115 N.M. 602, 856 P.2nd 250.

Effect of failure to sign petition as required. — Action of board in incorporating a
village may be shown to have been without jurisdiction and void by establishing that the
petition was not signed as required. State ex rel. Clancy v. Porter, 1917-NMSC-082, 23
N.M. 508, 169 P. 471.

Failure to "swear or affirm". — A sworn statement is one made under penalty of
perjury. An affirmation substitutes for a sworn statement when the person has
conscientious scruples against taking an oath; however, it too is made under penalty of
perjury. Here, the petition does not contain any language indicating that persons who
provide false information on the petition might be subject to the penalty of perjury. The
petition also fails to include the statement that any perons knowingly giving false
information on the petition is guilty of a fourth degree felony, as required by 3-1-5(C)(4)
NMSA 1978. Citizens for Incorporation, Inc. v. Board of County Comm'rs, 1993-NMCA-
069, 115 N.M. 710, 858 P.2d 86, cert. denied, 115 N.M. 602, 856 P.2nd 250.

This section provides for additional requirements for petitions for incorporation and does
not supersede those of 3-1-5 NMSA 1978. Citizens for Incorporation, Inc. v. Bd. of
County Comm'rs, 1993-NMCA-069, 115 N.M. 710, 858 P.2d 86, cert. denied, 115 N.M.
602, 856 P.2nd 250.

Requirement for description and map separate. — The statutory requirements that
the petition contain a written description and an accurate map are separate and distinct.
The legislature intended both requirements to be complied with. Additionally, the
requirement that the map itself be accurate and fairly apprise the public of the property
to be included in the proposed municipality is reasonable because not all members of
the public will necessarily understand the legal description of the proposed municipality.
Citizens for Incorporation, Inc. v. Board of County Comm'rs, 1993-NMCA-069, 115 N.M.
710, 858 P.2d 86, cert. denied, 115 N.M. 602, 856 P.2nd 250.

When map insufficient. — A map is insufficient for incorporation purposes if people
are misled or cannot determine whether their property is included in the area proposed
to be incorporated. Citizens for Incorporation, Inc. v. Board of County Comm'rs, 1993-
NMCA-069, 115 N.M. 710, 858 P.2d 86, cert. denied, 115 N.M. 602, 856 P.2nd 250.

No refund of census expenses. — There is no provision allowing a refund of or
reimbursement for census expenses if the petition is not granted. Citizens for



Incorporation, Inc. v. Board of County Comm'rs, 1993-NMCA-069, 115 N.M. 710, 858
P.2d 86, cert. denied, 115 N.M. 602, 856 P.2d 250.

Requirement of domicile. — In using the word "reside" in this section, the legislature
intended that the persons signing the petition for incorporation should be domiciled in
the community involved and not claim some other state as their residence. Summer
residents, although they may own real estate and pay real estate property taxes, who
claim some other state as their domicile or legal residence, would not be eligible to sign
such petition. 1954 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 54-6018.

Law reviews. — For comment, "Deannexation: A proposed statute,"” see 20 N.M.L.
Rev. 713 (1990).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 28 to 33.

Constitutionality of statutes for formation of municipal corporations as affected by
objection that they impose nonjudicial functions on courts, 69 A.L.R. 290.

Capacity to attack the fixing or extension of municipal limits or boundary, 13 A.L.R.2d
1279, 17 A.L.R.5th 195.

Right of one governmental subdivision to challenge annexation proceedings by another
such subdivision, 17 A.L.R.5th 195.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 8 10 et seq.

3-2-2. Characteristics of territory proposed to be incorporated as a
municipality.

A. A territory proposed to be incorporated as a municipality shall:
(1) not be within the boundary of another municipality;

(2) have a population density of not less than one person per acre, except for
a class B county with a net taxable value of property for property tax purposes in 1990
of over ninety-five million dollars ($95,000,000) and a population of less than ten
thousand according to the 1990 federal decennial census and where the population
density of the territory proposed to be incorporated is not less than one person per four
acres;

(3)  contain not less than one hundred fifty persons; and

(4) contain a sufficient assessed value of real property and a sufficient
number of businesses so that the proposed municipality will contain a sufficient tax base



to enable it to provide a clerk-treasurer, a police officer and office space for the
municipal government within one year of incorporation.

B. In the alternative to the requirements of Paragraph (2) of Subsection A of this
section, a territory proposed to be incorporated as a municipality shall:

(1)  contain within its boundaries a resort area having more than fifty thousand
visitors a year; and

(2) have more than one hundred fifty single-family residences, as shown by
the property tax rolls.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-2-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1991, ch. 56, § 1;
1995, ch. 108, § 1; 1999, ch. 136, § 1; 2013, ch. 120, § 2.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2013 amendment, effective June 14, 2013, made grammatical changes in the
introductory sentences in in Subsections A and B.

The 1999 amendment, effective June 18, 1999, added Subsection A(4).

The 1995 amendment, effective June 16, 1995, designated the introductory provisions
as Subsection A, redesignated former Subsections A through C as Paragraphs (1)
through (3) of Subsection A, added Subsection B, and made a minor stylistic change in
Paragraph (2) of Subsection A.

The 1991 amendment, effective June 14, 1991, in Subsection B, added the language
beginning with "except for a class B county".

Applicability. — This section merely sets out the characteristics required of any
territory proposed to be incorporated; it does not address the incorporation proceedings
themselves. Citizens for Incorporation, Inc. v. Board of County Comm'rs, 1993-NMCA-
069, 115 N.M. 710, 858 P.2d 86, cert. denied, 115 N.M. 602, 856 P.2d 250.

Law reviews. — For article, "Prisoners Are People,” see 10 Nat. Resources J. 869
(2970).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 8§ 39 to 43.

3-2-3. Urbanized territory; incorporation limited within urbanized
territory.

A. Urbanized territory is that territory within the same county and within five miles of
the boundary of any municipality having a population of five thousand or more persons



and that territory within the same county and within three miles of a municipality having
a population of less than five thousand persons, except that territory in a county
declared by an ordinance of the board of county commissioners to be a traditional
historic community shall not be considered urbanized territory and shall not be annexed
by a municipality unless it is considered for annexation pursuant to a petition requesting
annexation signed by a majority of the qualified electors within the traditional historic
community.

B. No territory within an urbanized territory shall be incorporated as a municipality
unless the:

(2) municipality or municipalities causing the urbanized territory approve, by
resolution, the incorporation of the territory as a municipality;

(2) residents of the territory proposed to be incorporated have filed with the
municipality a valid petition to annex the territory proposed to be incorporated and the
municipality fails, within one hundred twenty days after the filing of the annexation
petition, to annex the territory proposed to be incorporated; or

3) residents of the territory proposed to be annexed conclusively prove that
the municipality is unable to provide municipal services within the territory proposed to
be incorporated within the same period of time that the proposed municipality could
provide municipal service.

C. A traditional historic community may become incorporated even though it is
located within what is defined as urbanized territory pursuant to Subsection A of this
section, by following the procedures set forth in Sections 3-2-5 through 3-2-9 NMSA
1978.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-2-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; Laws 1967, ch. 198, §
1; 1995, ch. 170, § 1; 2019, ch. 6, § 1; 2019, ch. 212, § 179.

ANNOTATIONS

2019 Multiple Amendments. — Laws 2019, ch. 6, 8§ 1, effective July 1, 2019, and
Laws 2019, ch. 212, § 179, effective April 3, 2019, enacted different amendments to this
section that can be reconciled. Pursuantto 12-1-8 NMSA 1978, Laws 2019, ch. 212, §
179 as the last act signed by the governor, is set out above and incorporates both
amendments. The amendments enacted by Laws 2019, ch. 6, § 1 and Laws 2019, ch.
212, 8 179 are described below. To view the session laws in their entirety, see the
2019 session laws on NMOneSource.com.

The nature of the difference between the amendments is that Laws 2019, ch. 6, 8 1,
revised the qualifications for a territory to be considered an urbanized territory, and
Laws 2019, ch. 212, 8 179, removed "registered” preceding "qualified electors".



Laws 2019, ch. 6, 8 1, effective July 1, 2019, revised the qualifications for a territory to
be considered an urbanized territory; in Subsection A, after "except that territory in a",
deleted "class B", after the next occurrence of "county”, deleted "with a population
between ninety-five thousand and ninety-nine thousand five hundred, based on the
1990 federal decennial census”, and after "majority of the registered"”, deleted "qualified
electors" and added "voters".

Laws 2019, ch. 212, § 179, effective April 3, 2019, in Subsection A, removed
"registered” preceding "qualified electors".

The 1995 amendment, effective April 5, 1995, added the language in Subsection A
beginning "except that territory in a class B county" and ending "qualified electors within
the traditional historic community", deleted "shall" preceding "approve" in Paragraph
B(1), and added Subsection C.

"Conclusively prove" construed. — Without deciding the necessity of following the
procedures set forth in Subsections B(1) and (2), the district court properly found that an
association of landowners had not proved conclusively, as required by Subsection B(3),
that it could provide services to an urbanized territory proposed to be incorporated
sooner than could the city. City of Sunland Park v. Santa Teresa Concerned Citizens
Ass'n, 1990-NMSC-050, 110 N.M. 95, 792 P.2d 1138.

"Proposed to be annexed" construed. — Where the provisional government of Santa
Teresa (Santa Teresa), a New Mexico non-profit corporation consisting of owners of
land in the Santa Teresa area in Dofia Ana county, sought to incorporate the area as a
municipality, separate from neighboring city of Sunland Park (Sunland Park), the district
court erred in affirming the Dofia Ana board of county commissioners’ denial of Santa
Teresa’s petition to incorporate based on a determination that 3-2-3(B)(3) NMSA 1978
required Santa Teresa to first submit a formal petition asking Sunland Park to annex the
subject territory, because 3-2-3(B)(3) NMSA 1978 does not require residents of a
territory to first formally petition the existing municipality to annex the territory before
they can file a petition to incorporate as a municipality; such residents may file an
incorporation petition pursuant to 3-2-1 NMSA 1978 and 3-2-5 NMSA 1978 if the
municipality informally proposes to consider or otherwise expresses an interest in
annexing the territory, short of actually initiating formal annexation proceedings.
Provisional Gov't of Santa Teresa v. Dofia Ana Cnty. Bd. of Comm’rs, 2018-NMCA-070,
cert. granted.

3-2-4. Special provisions for incorporation of municipalities under
certain circumstances.

Notwithstanding any provisions of Sections 3-2-3, 3-2-5 and 3-57-9 NMSA 1978 to
the contrary, the residents of a contiguous, undivided territory within a class A county
may incorporate that territory into a new municipality with boundaries closer than five
miles to or coterminous with the boundary of an existing municipality by following all
other provisions of the law governing incorporation, if the territory proposed to be



incorporated has a population, as shown by the last decennial census, of fifteen
thousand or more.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-2-3.1, enacted by Laws 1976, ch. 53, § 1.
ANNOTATIONS

Section does not relieve census requirement. — This section is an exception and
allows residents of an area within five miles of or coterminous with an existing
municipality in a class A county to incorporate without complying with 3-2-3B NMSA
1978 if the area proposed for incorporation has a population of 15,000 or more and the
provision for the federal census is included merely so that the incorporators can
determine if they must comply with 3-2-3(B) NMSA 1978. Additionally, this section
states that it is an exception only to "contrary" provisions and further explicitly states
that residents of such an area must comply with "all other provisions of the law
governing incorporation.” That would include payment for a new census as required by
3-2-1B(2) NMSA 1978 and 3-2-5B(2) NMSA 1978. The requirement that a new census
be conducted before an incorporation election is not "contrary" to this section. Citizens
for Incorporation, Inc. v. Board of County Comm'rs, 1993-NMCA-069, 115 N.M. 710,
858 P.2d 86, cert. denied, 115 N.M. 602, 856 P.2d 250.

3-2-5. Incorporation; duties of county commissioners after filing of
petition to act; population data required; election; right of appeal to
district court.

A. After the petition for incorporation, together with the accompanying map or plat
and the municipal services and revenue plan have been filed with the board of county
commissioners, the board of county commissioners, in lieu of complying with the
requirements of Section 3-1-5 NMSA 1978, shall determine within thirty days after the
filing of the petition:

(1) from the voter registration list in the office of the county clerk if the signers
of the petition are qualified electors residing in the territory proposed to be incorporated;
or

(2)  from the tax schedules of the county if any of the owners of the real estate
who signed the petition are delinquent in the payment of property taxes; and

3) if the territory proposed to be incorporated is within an existing
municipality or within the urbanized area of a municipality.

B. If the board of county commissioners determines that the territory proposed to be
incorporated is:

Q) not within the boundary of an existing municipality and not within the
urbanized area of a municipality; or



(2)  within the urbanized area of another municipality and in compliance with
Section 3-2-3 NMSA 1978, the board of county commissioners shall accept the data
provided by the university of New Mexico geospatial and population studies group
regarding whether or not the territory proposed to be incorporated contains a population
density of not less than one person per acre.

C. Within fifteen days after the date the university of New Mexico geospatial and
population studies group data and the municipal incorporation review team's report have
been filed with the board of county commissioners, the board of county commissioners
shall determine if the conditions for incorporation of the territory as a municipality have
been met as required in Sections 3-2-1 through 3-2-3 NMSA 1978 and shall have its
determination recorded in the minutes of its meeting.

D. Based on the university of New Mexico geospatial and population studies group
data and the municipal incorporation review team's report, if the board of county
commissioners determines that the conditions for incorporation have not been met, the
board of county commissioners shall notify the petitioners of its determination by
publishing in a newspaper of general circulation in the territory proposed to be
incorporated, once, not more than ten days after its determination, a notice of its
determination that the conditions for incorporation have not been met. If there is no
newspaper of general circulation in the territory proposed to be incorporated, notice of
the determination shall be posted in eight public places within the territory proposed to
be incorporated.

E. After the board of county commissioners has determined that all of the conditions
for incorporation of the territory as a municipality have been met, the board of county
commissioners shall hold an election on the question of incorporating the territory as a
municipality. Special elections for the incorporation of municipalities shall only be held
in June or July in odd-numbered years or July or August in even-numbered years and
shall be held pursuant to the provisions of the Local Election Act [Chapter 1, Article 22
NMSA 1978]. The county clerk shall notify the secretary of finance and administration
and the secretary of taxation and revenue of the date of the incorporation election within
ten days after the adoption of the resolution calling the election.

F. The signers of the petition or a municipality within whose urbanized area the
territory proposed to be incorporated is located may appeal any determination of the
board of county commissioners to the district court pursuant to the provisions of Section
39-3-1.1 NMSA 1978.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-2-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1981, ch. 205, 8§ 1;
1985, ch. 208, § 3; 1998, ch. 55, § 3; 1999, ch. 265, § 3; 2013, ch. 120, § 3; 2018, ch.
79, 8 44; 2021, ch. 112, § 2.

ANNOTATIONS



Cross references. — For procedures governing administrative appeals to the district
court, see Rule 1-074 NMRA.

The 2021 amendment, effective June 18, 2021, removed provisions requiring a census
in the territory proposed to be incorporated, and required the board of county
commissioners to accept the data provided by the university of New Mexico geospatial
and population studies group regarding whether the territory proposed to be
incorporated contains the necessary population density upon a determination that the
territory proposed to be incorporated is within the urbanized area of another municipality
and in compliance Section 3-2-3 NMSA 1978; in the section heading, after "petition to
act”, deleted "census" and added "population data”; in Subsection A, after "revenue
plan”, deleted "and the amount of money sufficient to pay the cost of a census"; in
Subsection B, Paragraph B(2), after "county commissioners shall", deleted "cause a
census to be taken of the persons residing within the territory proposed to be
incorporated” and added "accept the data provided by the university of New Mexico
geospatial and population studies group regarding whether or not the territory proposed
to be incorporated contains a population density of not less than one person per acre”;
deleted former Subsection C and redesignated former Subsections D through G as
Subsections C through F, respectively; in Subsection C, after "after the date the",
deleted "results of the census" and added "university of New Mexico geospatial and
population studies group data"; and in Subsection D, after "Based on the", deleted
"census results" and added "university of New Mexico geospatial and population studies
group data".

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, provided certain requirements regarding
when special elections for the incorporation of a territory as a municipality may be held,
and provided that such elections shall be held pursuant to the provisions of the Local
Election Act; and in Subsection F, added "Special" preceding "elections” in the second
sentence, after "shall be held in", added "June or July in", after "odd-numbered years",
deleted "on the first Tuesday in July or in any year on the first Tuesday in January,
unless that Tuesday is a holiday, in which case the election shall be held on the second
Tuesday in July or the second Tuesday in January" and added "or July or August in
even-numbered years and shall be held pursuant to the provisions of the Local Election
Act".

The 2013 amendment, effective June 14, 2013, required that petitioners present a
municipal services and revenue plan that demonstrates that the services will be
provided and how the services will be paid for; required the board of county
commissioners to consider the municipal incorporation review team’s report; in
Subsection A, in the introductory sentence, after "accompanying map or plat’, added
"the municipal services and revenue plan”, after "Section 3-1-5 NMSA 1978" added
"shall determine", and after "filing of the petition", deleted "determine”; in Subsection D,
after "the results of the census", added "and the municipal incorporation review team’s
report”; and in Subsection E, at the beginning of the sentence, added "Based on the
census results and the municipal incorporation review team’s report".



The 1999 amendment, effective July 1, 1999, substituted "Section 39-3-1.1" for
"Section 12-8A-1" in Subsection F.

The 1998 amendment, effective September 1, 1998, in Subsection A, substituted "has"
for "have" and inserted "Section"; in Paragraph A(1), deleted "registered" preceding
"qualified"; in Paragraph A(2), substituted "schedules" for "rolls" and "are" for "is"; in
Paragraph B(2), deleted "that the conditions for incorporation of a municipality”,
substituted "and in compliance with" for "as established in", and deleted "have been
met" following "1978"; deleted "the board of county commissioners"” in Subsection C;
substituted "determination” for "determinations” in Subsection D; substituted
"municipalities” for "municipalties” in Subsection E; in Subsection F, substituted "a" for
"any" and inserted "pursuant to the provisions of Section 12-8A-1 NMSA 1978"; and
made minor stylistic changes.

Incorporation of urbanized territory. — Where the provisional government of Santa
Teresa (Santa Teresa), a New Mexico non-profit corporation consisting of owners of
land in the Santa Teresa area in Dofla Ana county, sought to incorporate the area as a
municipality, separate from neighboring city of Sunland Park (Sunland Park), the district
court erred in affirming the Dofia Ana board of county commissioners’ denial of Santa
Teresa’s petition to incorporate based on a determination that 3-2-3(B)(3) NMSA 1978
required Santa Teresa to first submit a formal petition asking Sunland Park to annex the
subject territory, because 3-2-3(B)(3) NMSA 1978 does not require residents of a
territory to first formally petition the existing municipality to annex the territory before
they can file a petition to incorporate as a municipality; such residents may file an
incorporation petition pursuant to 3-2-1 NMSA 1978 and 3-2-5 NMSA 1978 if the
municipality informally proposes to consider or otherwise expresses an interest in
annexing the territory, short of actually initiating formal annexation proceedings.
Provisional Gov't of Santa Teresa v. Dofia Ana Cnty. Bd. of Comm’rs, 2018-NMCA-070,
cert. granted.

Common-law dedication permitted. — A common-law dedication may still be
effectively made, as the prescribed statutory method of doing so is not exclusive, so that
an oral acceptance by the county commissioners plus public enjoyment of the property
for 10 years or more satisfies the requirements of a common-law dedication. 1947 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 47-5024.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 25.

3-2-6. Incorporation; notice of the election; registered voters to
vote; appointment of election officials; conduct of election;
guestion to be submitted; location of voting places.

A. The notice of election shall contain:

(1) adescription of the territory proposed to be incorporated as a municipality;



(2) astatement that a plat or map of the territory, the municipal services and
revenue plan and the findings of the municipal incorporation review team are on file in
the office of the county clerk;

(3) the date and time the election will be held on incorporation; and

(4) alist of the polling places within the territory proposed to be incorporated
wherein registered voters may vote.

B. The notice of election shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation
within the territory proposed to be incorporated once each week for three successive
weeks. The last publication shall not be more than fourteen nor less than seven days
before the day of the election. If there is no newspaper of general circulation within the
territory proposed to be incorporated, notice of the election shall be posted in eight
public places within the territory proposed to be incorporated. The posting shall be
made at least three weeks before the day of the election.

C. The board of county commissioners shall appoint the judges and clerks of the
election in the manner judges and clerks of election are appointed for general elections.
The election shall be conducted in the manner provided for the conduct of general
elections.

D. The question on the ballot shall read substantially as follows:
"Shall the territory described as (herein insert a description of the territory

proposed to be incorporated) and to be known as (herein insert the name of the
proposed municipality) become an incorporated municipality?

For incorporation --------------------- [
Against incorporation ---------------------- [

E. Any registered voter who is a resident of the territory proposed to be incorporated
may vote on the question of incorporating the territory as a municipality.

F. The board of county commissioners shall canvass the votes and declare the
results of the election in the manner provided for the canvassing and declaring of votes
in a general election.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-2-5, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 2013, ch. 120, § 4.
ANNOTATIONS
The 2013 amendment, effective June 14, 2013, required that the election notice

include the municipal services and revenue plan and the findings of the municipal
incorporation review team; and in Paragraph (2) of Subsection A, after "map of the



territory"”, deleted "is" and added "the municipal services and revenue plan and the
findings of the municipal incorporation review team are".

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 25
et seq.

3-2-7. Incorporation; notice of the election results; publication or
posting; filing of results; limitation on resubmission.

A. The board of county commissioners shall file a copy of the election results in the
office of the county clerk.

B. If a majority of the votes cast favor the incorporation of the territory as a
municipality, the county clerk shall publish a notice containing the results of the election
in a newspaper of general circulation within the territory proposed to be incorporated. If
there is no newspaper of general circulation within the territory proposed to be
incorporated, notice of the results of the election shall be posted in five public places
within the territory proposed to be incorporated.

C. If a majority of the votes cast favor the incorporation of the territory as a
municipality, the county clerk shall file in the office of the county clerk and in the office of
the secretary of state certified copies of the:

(1) map or plat of the territory being incorporated,;

(2) papers and records relating to the determinations made by the board of
county commissioners; and

3) notice of the election results, together with the:
(a) publisher's affidavit of publication; or
(b) county clerk's affidavit of posting.

D. If a majority of the votes cast favor the incorporation of the territory as a
municipality, the county clerk shall transmit within fifteen days to the secretary of finance
and administration and the secretary of taxation and revenue certified copies of the map
or plat of the territory being incorporated.

E. In the event the question of incorporation of the territory fails, it shall not be
resubmitted to the electors of the territory or any portion thereof for a period of two

years after the date of the election at which the question failed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-2-6, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1979, ch. 318, 8§ 1;
1981, ch. 204, § 3.



3-2-8. Incorporation; election of first officers; duties of board of
county commissioners and county clerk; selection of terms of first
officers.

A. If a majority of the votes cast favors the incorporation of the territory as a
municipality, the board of county commissioners shall call an election for the purpose of
electing municipal officers at the first regular local or general election following approval.
The election shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Local Election Act
[Chapter 1, Article 22 NMSA 1978]. The county clerk shall notify the secretary of finance
and administration and the secretary of taxation and revenue of the date of the first
election of municipal officers within ten days after the county commissioners have called
the election.

B. At the first election for municipal officers following a vote in favor of incorporating
territory as a municipality, the terms of office for the mayor and the municipal judge shall
be until the next regular local election. The terms of office for one-half of the members
of the governing body shall be until the next regular local election and for the remaining
one-half of the members of the governing body until the second regular local election is
held. The elected municipal officers shall continue in office until their successors are
elected and qualified. The length of the terms of the first members shall be determined
by lot.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-2-7, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1981, ch. 204, 8 4;
1987, ch. 323, § 3; 2018, ch. 79, § 45.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, changed when the board of county
commissioners must hold an election for the purpose of electing municipal officers after
a majority of votes cast in a special election favor incorporating a territory as a
municipality, and made minor technical changes; in Subsection A, after "board of county
commissioners shall" deleted "within fifteen days after declaring the results of the
election”, after "electing municipal officers", deleted "Except for the fact that the election
need not be held on the date specified in the Municipal Election Code for the regular
municipal election, the election shall be called and conducted in the manner provided in
the Municipal Election Code for regular municipal elections. The board of county
commissioners shall perform the duties imposed by the Municipal Election Code upon
the governing body of the municipality and the county clerk shall perform the duties
imposed by the Municipal Election Code upon the municipal clerk" and added "at the
first regular local or general election following approval. The election shall be conducted
pursuant to the provisions of the Local Election Act"; and in Subsection B, replaced
"municipal” with "local" throughout the subsection.

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 172 provided:



A. The term of an elected local government officer that was set to expire on or
before June 30, 2020 pursuant to the governing statutes of that local government in
effect before the effective date of this act shall expire on December 31, 2019, and that
officer’s successor shall be elected in the regular local election held on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday of November 2019 for a term beginning on January 1, 2020.

B. The term of an elected local government officer that was set to expire on or after
July 1, 2020 but on or before June 30, 2022 pursuant to the governing statutes of that
local government in effect before the effective date of this act shall expire on December
31, 2021, and that officer’s successor shall be elected in the regular local election held
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November 2021 for a term beginning on
January 1, 2022.

C. The term of an elected local government officer that was set to expire on or after
July 1, 2022 pursuant to the governing statutes of that local government in effect before
the effective date of this act shall expire on December 31, 2023, and that officer’s
successor shall be elected in the regular local election held on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday of November 2023 for a term beginning on January 1, 2024.

D. The provisions of this section do not apply to the elections for municipal officers,
the lengthening or shortening of terms of which shall be determined by ordinance of the
municipality opting into having its municipal officers elected at the regular local
elections.

E. The provisions of this section only apply to local government officers whose
elections are subject to the provisions of the Local Election Act but do not apply to
conservancy district or watershed district elections, which are subject to the provisions
of Section 173 of this act.

Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to the Municipal Election Code
and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be references to the Local Election
Act.

The 1987 amendment, effective June 19, 1987, in Subsection A, inserted at the
beginning of the second sentence "Except for the fact that the election need not be held
on the date specified in the Municipal Election Code for the regular municipal election,"
and substituted "the Municipal Election Code for regular municipal elections" for
"Sections 3-8-1 through 3-8-19 NMSA 1978, except that" at the end, and in the third
sentence inserted "by the Municipal Election Code" both places it appears.

3-2-9. Incorporation complete; judicial notice; defects in
Incorporation; appeal.

A. After certified copies of the papers relating to the incorporation of a municipality
have been filed in the offices of the county clerk and the secretary of state and after the
municipal officers have been elected and qualified, the incorporation of the municipality



shall be complete and effective on the following January 1 if the election was held in
July or on the following July 1 if the election was held in January, and notice of the
incorporation shall be taken in all judicial proceedings.

B. An action by a protestant against the incorporation of a municipality shall be
taken to the district court pursuant to the provisions of Section 39-3-1.1 NMSA 1978.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-2-8, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1981, ch. 205, § 2;
1998, ch. 55, § 4; 1999, ch. 265, § 4.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For franchises granted by county commissioners for use of
streets by public utility before incorporation being valid after incorporation, see 3-42-2
NMSA 1978.

For procedures governing administrative appeals to the district court, see Rule 1-074
NMRA.

The 1999 amendment, effective July 1, 1999, substituted "Section 39-3-1.1" for
"Section 12-8A-1" in Subsection B.

The 1998 amendment, effective September 1, 1998, substituted "appeal” for "contest"
in the section heading, and in Subsection B, substituted "pursuant to the provisions of
Section 12-8A-1 NMSA 1978" for "within sixty days after the filing of the certified copies
of the papers relating to the incorporation of a municipality in the offices of the county
clerk and secretary of state.” in the second sentence and deleted the former third
sentence.

Validity of acts of de facto city council. — Because for 10 years the only governing
body a city had was a council of four members, one from each ward, and the acts of
such governing body were acquiesced in by the inhabitants of the city, contracts were
made and enforced, relations had with county and state governments, bonds issued in
good faith and its contracts relied on by private citizens, its acts were considered valid.
Ackerman v. Baird, 1938-NMSC-013, 42 N.M. 233, 76 P.2d 947.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Effect on rule as to de jure office as
condition of a de facto officer of doctrine as to collateral attack on existence of municipal
corporation, 99 A.L.R. 314.

ARTICLE 3
Incorporation of Municipality Under Special Act

3-3-1. Municipalities incorporated under special act; laws
applicable.



Any municipality, incorporated by special act previous to April 1, 1884, which
chooses to retain such organization and charter, shall, in the enforcement of the powers
or the exercise of the duties conferred by the special act or charter, proceed in all
respects as provided by the special act or charter.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-3-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Laws applicable. — Cities and towns incorporated prior to act and choosing to retain
their original organization would operate pursuant to the special charter or general law
under which they incorporated. Territory ex rel. Parker v. Mayor of Socorro, 1904-
NMSC-012, 12 N.M. 177, 76 P. 283.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 18.

3-3-2. Municipalities incorporated under special act; petition for
reorganization; election.

Any municipality incorporated under a special act may abandon its organization and
organize itself under the provisions of the general law relating to municipalities.

A. If a petition signed by qualified electors of the municipality equal in number to not
less than one-eighth of the total number of votes at the last preceding regular municipal
election requests the governing body to submit to the qualified electors the question of
reorganizing the municipality under the provisions of the Municipal Code, the governing
body shall, within fourteen days after the petition is certified as valid, adopt an election
resolution calling for a special election in the manner provided in the Local Election Act
[Chapter 1, Article 22 NMSA 1978] on the question of reorganizing the municipality
under the provisions of general law. The special election shall only be held in June or
July in odd-numbered years or July or August in even-numbered years in accordance
with the provisions of the Local Election Act.

B. The petition may further propose that the boundary of the municipality
incorporated by special act be extended by including any or all territory that is:

(1) laid off or platted,;

(2) adjoining or contiguous to the municipality or any addition or subdivision of
the municipality; and

(3)  not within the boundary of another municipality.
C. The petition shall describe the boundary of the municipality as it would exist if the

municipality incorporated by special act is reorganized under general law. The
registered voters residing within the boundary of the municipality as it would exist if the



municipality incorporated by special act is reorganized may vote in the election
authorized in this section.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-3-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, § 4;
2018, ch. 79, § 46.

ANNOTATIONS
Cross references. — For annexation of territory, see 3-7-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.
For planning and platting subdivisions, see 3-20-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, provided when a special election on the
guestion of reorganizing a municipality shall be held, and made minor technical
changes; and in Subsection A, deleted "municipal” preceding "electors”, after "in the
manner provided in the", deleted "Municipal Election Code" and added "Local Election
Act", after the next occurrence of "The", added "special”, after "shall", added "only", after
"be held", deleted "within sixty days after the date the election resolution is adopted"”
and added "in June or July in odd-numbered years or July or August in even-numbered
years in accordance with the provisions of the Local Election Act".

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to
the Municipal Election Code and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be
references to the Local Election Act.

Reorganization law held ineffective. — Law relating to reorganization of special
charter or other incorporated cities and towns had no effect on the corporate existence
of a town incorporated under the act of February 11, 1880. Board of County Comm'rs v.
Leavitt, 1887-NMSC-006, 4 N.M. (Gild.) 37, 12 P. 759.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 89.

3-3-3. Municipalities incorporated under special act; special
election; ballot.

At the special election on the question of reorganizing a municipality incorporated
under a special act under general law, the ballot shall read substantially as follows:

"For municipal organization under general law ....................... []
Against municipal organization under general law ................... [1."

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-3-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.



3-3-4. Municipalities incorporated under special act; reorganization
approved; election for new officers; term of office.

A. If a majority of the votes cast on the question of reorganizing a municipality
incorporated by a special act favors reorganizing the municipality under general law, the
governing body shall adopt an election resolution calling for an election of officers,
which shall be held at the first regular local or general election following approval of
reorganization. The election shall be called, conducted and canvassed in the manner
provided in the Local Election Act [Chapter 1, Article 22 NMSA 1978].

B. The terms of office for the mayor, municipal judge and one-half of the members
of the governing body shall be until the next regular local election. The terms of office
for the remaining one-half of the governing body shall be until the second regular local
election is held. The elected municipal officers shall continue in office until their
successors are elected and qualified. The length of terms of the first members shall be
determined by lot.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-3-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, § 5;
2018, ch. 79, § 47.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, changed when the governing body must
hold an election for the purpose of electing officers after a majority of votes cast in a
special election favors reorganizing a municipality, and made minor technical changes;
in Subsection A, after "governing body shall", deleted "within fourteen days after the
results of the election reorganizing the municipality under general law have been
canvassed and certified”, after "for an election of officers"”, added "which shall be held at
the first regular local or general election following approval of reorganization”, and after
"in the manner provided in the", deleted "Municipal Election Code for the election of
officers at a regular municipal election, except that the provisions of Section 3-8-25
NMSA 1978 shall not apply and the election shall be held not later than one hundred
and twelve days from the adoption of the election resolution" and added "Local Election
Act"; and in Subsection B, after each occurrence of "regular”, deleted "municipal” and
added "local".

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to

the Municipal Election Code and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be
references to the Local Election Act.

ARTICLE 4
Disincorporation of Municipality

3-4-1. Disincorporation; petition; notice of election.



A. If one-fourth of the registered voters of a municipality petition the board of county
commissioners of the county in which the municipality is situated to disincorporate the
municipality, the board of county commissioners shall, within fourteen days after the
petition has been certified as valid, adopt an election resolution calling for a special
election to be held within the municipality on the question of disincorporating the
municipality. At the top of each page of a disincorporation petition, the following heading
shall be printed in substantially the following form:

"PETITION TO DISINCORPORATE THE MUNICIPALITY OF. .. ...

We, the undersigned registered voters of the municipality of ...... , pursuant to Section
3-4-1 NMSA 1978, petition the board of county commissioners of ...... county to conduct
a special election on the question of disincorporating the municipality of ......

Date Name--Printed Address Usual
As Registered As Registered Signature.”
The day for holding the election shall not be less than fifty days or more than sixty
days after the board of county commissioners adopts the election resolution.

B. Notice of the election shall be published as required in the Local Election Act
[Chapter 1, Article 22 NMSA 1978].

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-4-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1983, ch. 154, § 1;
1985, ch. 208, § 6; 2018, ch. 79, § 48.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For examination of signatures, purging and judicial review of
petitions, see 3-1-5 NMSA 1978.

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, provided that notice of a special election
on the question of disincorporating a municipality shall be published as required in the

Local Election Act, and made technical and conforming changes; and in Subsection B,

after "published as required”, deleted "for special elections as set forth in the Municipal
election Code" and added "in the Local Election Act".

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to
the Municipal Election Code and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be
references to the Local Election Act.

Costs of disincorporation. — There was no indication that the legislature intended to
tax the costs of disincorporation of a village upon those who proposed or happened to
sign the petition. 1964 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 64-80.



Law reviews. — For comment, "Deannexation: A proposed statute,” see 20 N.M.L.
Rev. 713 (1990).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions §8 89 to 91.

Rights and remedies of creditor of municipal corporation which is dissolved or combined
with another municipal body, 47 A.L.R. 128.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 99 et seq.

3-4-2. Disincorporation; ballots.
The form of the ballot shall be:
"For the disincorporation of .............. (insert name of municipality) [ Jand
Against the disincorporation of .............. (insert name of municipality) [ ]."

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-4-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-4-3. Disincorporation; conduct of election.

The election for disincorporation shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of the
Local Election Act [Chapter 1, Article 22 NMSA 1978].

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-4-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, § 7,
2018, ch. 79, § 49.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, provided that a special election on the
guestion of disincorporating a municipality shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions
of the Local Election Act, and made technical and conforming changes; and after "the
election”, added "for disincorporation”, after "shall be conducted", deleted "in the same
manner as a special municipal election except that the election officials shall be
appointed by the board of county commissioners, and the county clerk shall perform the
duties of the municipal clerk and the board of county commissioners shall perform the
duties of the governing body. The election returns shall be made to the board of county
commissioners and canvassed in the same manner as are special election returns" and
added "pursuant to the provisions of the Local Election Act".

3-4-4. Disincorporation; vote required; effect on debts and
contracts.



If a majority of the votes cast are in favor of disincorporation, the municipality shall
be disincorporated after provision has been made for payment of its current
indebtedness, contracts and obligations, and for levying the requisite tax to do so. The
current indebtedness, contracts and obligations do not include funded or bonded
indebtedness nor any contract whose termination date is more than one year beyond
the date the election was held.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-4-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-4-5. Disposition of records after disincorporation; pending
business.

All public records and the corporate seal of the disincorporated municipality shall be
deposited with the county clerk.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-4-5, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Compiler's notes. — The words "pending business," contained in the section heading
as enacted, do not appear to reflect any content of this section.

3-4-6. Notice of disincorporation; publication.

Whenever a municipality is disincorporated, the county clerk shall publish a notice
once a week for four consecutive weeks that the municipality is disincorporated. A
certified copy of the notice shall be sent to the secretary of state, the secretary of
finance and administration and the secretary of taxation and revenue.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-4-6, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1981, ch. 204, § 5.

3-4-7. Disincorporation; care of property; manager; disposition of
funds.

If a municipality is disincorporated, the board of county commissioners shall assume
control of all property belonging to the disincorporated municipality and shall employ a
qualified person to manage and operate the property and to collect all charges due from
the operation of such property. He shall execute a bond to the county in an amount
determined by the board of county commissioners, conditioned that he will faithfully
perform his duties and will promptly pay all money he receives to the county treasurer
monthly on the first day of each month. The bond shall be executed by him and a surety
company authorized to do business in the state. The premium on the bond shall be paid
by the board of county commissioners from municipal funds if any; if none, from county
funds.



History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-4-7, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-4-8. Income from property of a disincorporated municipality.

Money received from the operation of property of a disincorporated municipality shall
be used in the following priority:

A. to pay employees engaged in the operation, maintenance and protection of the
property;

B. to pay the interest on the bonded indebtedness of the municipality;
C. to purchase or redeem bonded indebtedness of the municipality; and

D. after all bonded indebtedness has been paid, to support the public schools that
existed within the boundary of the municipality at the time of its disincorporation.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-4-8, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-4-9. Disincorporation; insufficient income to pay obligations; levy
of tax; duty vested in board of county commissioners.

If insufficient money is received from the operation of the property of the
disincorporated municipality to pay the obligations in the order designated in Section 3-
4-8 NMSA 1978, the board of county commissioners shall levy a tax on all taxable
property within the boundary of the municipality at the time of its disincorporation. This
tax shall be sufficient to pay the obligations incurred in the operation of the property of
the municipality and to comply with the terms and conditions of the evidences of the
bonded indebtedness. The board of county commissioners shall, without charge,
perform the duties of the governing body of the disincorporated municipality to satisfy
the terms of the bonds, obligations or contracts of the disincorporated municipality.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-4-9, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS
Law reviews. — For article, "Indian Sovereignty and the Tribal Right to Charter a

Municipality for Non-Indians: A New Perspective for Jurisdiction on Indian Land," see 7
N.M.L. Rev. 153 (1977).

ARTICLE 5
Consolidation of Municipalities



3-5-1. Municipal consolidation; commissioners; ordinances; special
election; declaration of consolidation; payment of bonded
indebtedness or judgment levy.

A. Whenever any two or more contiguous municipalities wish to consolidate as one
municipality, the governing body of each municipality shall appoint three commissioners
who shall prepare the terms for consolidation and submit the terms for consolidation to
the respective governing bodies. If each governing body approves the terms for
consolidation, it shall adopt an ordinance declaring approval of the terms for
consolidation and shall provide for an election on the question of consolidation. The
election shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Local Election Act [Chapter
1, Article 22 NMSA 1978].

B. If a majority of the votes cast in each municipality favors consolidation, the
governing body of each municipality shall declare, by ordinance, that consolidation has
been approved between the municipalities and proceed to consolidate under the terms
for consolidation. The municipal clerk of each municipality shall notify the secretary of
finance and administration and the secretary of taxation and revenue that the
consolidation has been approved by the electorate. If the question of consolidating the
municipalities fails to receive a majority vote favoring consolidation in any one of the
municipalities, the consolidation shall fail.

C. If on the day of the election on consolidation any municipality proposing to
consolidate has outstanding indebtedness or a judgment payable from a tax on property
and the consolidation is approved, a tax sufficient to pay the interest and principal on
such indebtedness or judgment shall continue to be levied on the property within the
boundary of the municipality as it existed on the day of the election on the question of
consolidation. Indebtedness created by the issuance of revenue bonds and the current
obligations of each municipality shall be assumed by the consolidated municipality. The
consolidated municipality may refund the indebtedness of the municipalities that are
consolidated.

D. Certified copies of the entire proceedings for consolidation shall be filed with the
clerk of the municipality so consolidated, the county clerk and the secretary of state.
When certified copies of the consolidation have been filed as required in this section,
the consolidation is complete.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-5-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1981, ch. 204, § 6;
2018, ch. 79, § 50.

ANNOTATIONS
The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, provided that special elections on the

qguestion of whether two or more contiguous municipalities should consolidate as one
municipality shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Local Election Act, and



made minor technical changes; and in Subsection A, added the last sentence of the
subsection.

Consolidation procedure applicable to counties. — Two or more counties possess
the authority to consolidate in accordance with this section, but they must be
contiguous. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-55.

Property of annexed village not subject to taxation to retire indebtedness of town.
— In the event of annexation of the village of Milan to the town of Grants, the property
presently within the village of Milan would not be subject to ad valorem taxes to retire
the present general obligation bonded indebtedness of the town of Grants. 1960 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 60-55.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 81, 82.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 8 47.

ARTICLE 6
Changing Name of Municipality

3-6-1. Change of name; election.

Whenever the governing body of a municipality wishes to change the name of the
municipality, the governing body may submit the question of changing the name to a
vote of the qualified electors of the municipality at the next regular municipal election or
at a special election called for that purpose.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-6-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For adoption of name of existing municipality being prohibited,
see 3-1-3 NMSA 1978.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 29, 865.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 34.
3-6-2. Change of name; ballots; certificate; recording.
The form of the ballot shall be:

"For change of name of .......... (0 I []



Against change of name of ....... (0 T []."

If a majority of the votes cast favor changing the name of the municipality, the name
shall be changed and the municipal clerk shall certify the results of the election and the
new name which was adopted. One copy of the certification shall be retained by the
municipal clerk, one copy shall be filed with the county clerk and one copy shall be filed
with the secretary of state.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-6-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

ARTICLE 7
Annexation of Territory

3-7-1. Methods of annexation.
A. There shall be three methods of annexing territory to a municipality:

(1) the arbitration method as provided in Sections 3-7-5 through 3-7-10 NMSA
1978,

(2)  the boundary commission method as provided in Sections 3-7-11 through
3-7-16 NMSA 1978; and

(3) the petition method as provided in Section 3-7-17 NMSA 1978.

B. Territory may be annexed to a municipality by any one of the three methods of
annexation provided for in Sections 3-7-5 through 3-7-18 NMSA 1978 except where
limitations of annexation are provided by law. The provisions of this section apply to
annexations of all municipalities except those that are otherwise specifically provided by
law. The arbitration method of annexation may be used for municipal annexation of a
traditional historic community only upon petition of a majority of the qualified electors of
the territory within the traditional historic community.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1979, ch. 159, § 1,
1995, ch. 170, § 2; 1995, ch. 211, § 1; 2019, ch. 212, § 180.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2019 amendment, effective April 3, 2019, in Subsection B, removed "registered"
preceding "qualified electors".

1995 amendments. — Virtually identical amendments were enacted by Laws 1995, ch.
170, § 2, effective April 5, 1995, inserting "except where limitations of annexation are
provided by law" in the first sentence of Subsection B, and adding the sentence of
Subsection B beginning "The arbitration method of annexation", approved April 5, 1995,



and by Laws 1995, ch. 211, § 1, effective April 6, 1995, also amending this section in
Subsection B by adding the exception at the end of the first sentence and adding the
last sentence of the subsection, but also making a minor stylistic change, approved April
6, 1995. The section is set out as amended by Laws 1995, ch. 211, 8 1. See 12-1-8
NMSA 1978.

Nature of annexation statutes. — The power to create and to destroy municipal
corporations, and to enlarge or diminish their boundaries, is solely and exclusively the
exercise of legislative power. Such statutes are to be liberally construed in favor of the
municipality and every reasonable presumption is given to the validity of the
municipality's action. Leavell v. Town of Texico, 1957-NMSC-081, 63 N.M. 233, 316
P.2d 247.

Annexation methods. — The boundary commission and the arbitration methods are
administrative proceedings and the petition method is a legislative proceeding. Drugger
v. City of Santa Fe, 1992-NMCA-022, 114 N.M. 47, 834 P.2d 424, cert. quashed, 113
N.M. 744, 832 P.2d 1223.

Annexation of Indian Pueblo. — To allow the exercise of jurisdiction by a municipality
to annex a portion of the Indian Pueblo and make it subject to jurisdiction of the
municipality would affect the authority of the tribal council over reservation affairs and,
hence, would infringe on the right of the Indians to govern themselves and would
therefore be void. Your Food Stores, Inc. v. Village of Espanola, 1961-NMSC-041, 68
N.M. 327, 361 P.2d 950, cert. denied, 368 U.S. 915, 82 S. Ct. 194, 7 L. Ed. 2d 131.

Annexation of class A county land excepted. — A specific exception to this section
is defined by the Metropolitan Boundary Act for Class A Counties (3-57-1 to 3-57-9
NMSA 1978), which provides for the annexation of territory to a municipality within a
class A county. 1981 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 81-28.

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

For comment, "Deannexation: A proposed statute,” see 20 N.M.L. Rev. 713 (1990).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 8 55 et seq.

Rights and remedies of creditor of municipal corporation which is dissolved or combined
with another municipal body, 47 A.L.R. 128.

Facts warranting extension or reduction of municipal boundaries, 62 A.L.R. 1011.

Power to extend boundaries of municipal corporations, 64 A.L.R. 1335.



Estoppel to question validity of proceedings extending boundaries of municipality, 101
A.L.R. 581.

Power to detach land from municipal corporations, towns, or villages, 117 A.L.R. 267.
Tax exemption of property as affecting its inclusion in determining requisite consent of
property owners to annexation of territory, local improvement, bond issue and other
public activity, 146 A.L.R. 1260.

Municipal bond issue, validity as against owners of property annexation of which to
municipality became effective after date of election at which issue was approved by
voters, 10 A.L.R.2d 559.

Capacity to attack the fixing or extension of municipal limits or boundary, 13 A.L.R.2d
1279, 17 A.L.R.5th 195.

Proper remedy or procedure for attacking legality of proceedings annexing territory to
municipal corporation, 18 A.L.R.2d 1255.

What zoning regulations are applicable to territory annexed to a municipality, 41
A.L.R.2d 1463.

Subject to annexation, what land is contiguous or adjacent to municipality so as to be,
49 A.L.R.3d 589.

Right of one governmental subdivision to challenge annexation proceedings by another
such subdivision, 17 A.L.R.5th 195.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 42 et seq.

3-7-1.1. Traditional historic community; qualifications; annexation
restrictions.

A. To qualify as a traditional historic community, an area shall:
(2) be an unincorporated area of a county;

(2) be an identifiable village, community, neighborhood or district that can be
documented as having existed for more than one hundred years;

3) include structures or landmarks that are associated with the identity of the
specific village, community, neighborhood or district seeking designation as a traditional
historic community;

4) have a distinctive character or traditional quality that can be distinguished
from surrounding areas or new developments in the vicinity; and



(5) be declared a traditional historic community by an ordinance of the board
of county commissioners of the county in which the petitioning village, community,
neighborhood or district is located.

B. A traditional historic community may be annexed by a municipality only by
petition of a majority of the qualified electors of the territory within the traditional historic
community proposed to be annexed by the municipality or by the arbitration method of
annexation only upon petition of a majority of the qualified electors of the territory within
the traditional historic community.

History: Laws 1995, ch. 170, 8 5; 1995, ch. 211, § 4; 2019, ch. 6, § 2; 2019, ch. 212, §
181.

ANNOTATIONS

2019 Multiple Amendments. —Laws 2019, ch. 6, § 2, effective July 1, 2019, and Laws
2019, ch. 212, § 181, effective April 3, 2019, enacted different amendments to this
section that can be reconciled. Pursuantto 12-1-8 NMSA 1978, Laws 2019, ch. 212, §
181 as the last act signed by the governor, is set out above and incorporates both
amendments. The amendments enacted by Laws 2019, ch. 6, § 2 and Laws 2019, ch.
212, 8 181 are described below. To view the session laws in their entirety, see the
2019 session laws on NMOneSource.com.

The nature of the difference between the amendments is that Laws 2019, ch. 6, § 2,
revised the qualifications for an area to be considered a traditional historic community,
and Laws 2019, ch. 212, § 181, removed "registered" preceding "qualified electors".

Laws 2019, ch. 6, 8§ 2, effective July 1, 2019, revised the qualifications for an area to be
considered a traditional historic community; in Subsection A, in Paragraph A(1), after
"unincorporated area of a", deleted "class B", and after the next occurrence of "county",
deleted "with a population between ninety-five thousand and ninety-nine thousand five
hundred, based on the 1990 federal decennial census”; in Subsection B, after "majority
of the registered”, deleted "qualified electors" and added "voters".

Laws 2019, ch. 212, § 181, effective April 3, 2019, in Subsection B, removed
"registered” preceding each occurrence of "qualified electors".

A traditional historic community may not be annexed by a municipality unless
annexation is considered by a petition of a majority of the qualified electors
within the traditional historic community. — The annexation of a traditional historic
community is allowable only by petition of a majority of the qualified electors of the
territory within the traditional historic community proposed to be annexed by the
municipality or by the arbitration method of annexation upon petition of a majority of the
qualified electors of the territory, and therefore the town of Taos is barred from annexing
any land within the Las Comunidades Del Valle de Los Ranchos, which was declared a
traditionally historic community by county ordinance by the Taos county commission in



2022, in the absence of a petition meeting the requirements of 3-7-1.1 NMSA 1978.
2024 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 24-10.

3-7-2. Extension of utility service by municipality or other utility.

A municipal utility or a utility under the jurisdiction of the New Mexico public utility
commission and having a franchise from the municipality may extend service to territory
annexed by the municipality. If the territory annexed to the municipality is being served
by a utility under the jurisdiction of the New Mexico public utility commission and the
municipality is being served by another utility under the jurisdiction of the New Mexico
public utility commission, the New Mexico public utility commission shall determine
which utility under its jurisdiction shall serve the territory annexed to the municipality.
The municipality shall grant a franchise to the utility that is to serve the territory annexed
to provide utility service in the territory annexed upon such terms as are fair, just and
equitable to all parties concerned.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1993, ch. 282, § 2.
ANNOTATIONS
The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, substituted "New Mexico public utility

commission” for "New Mexico public service commission"” throughout this section and
substituted "that" for "which" in the last sentence.

3-7-3. Limitation on annexation.

No municipality may annex territory within the boundary of another municipality or
territory within a class A county with a population of more than three hundred thousand
persons unless approved by the board of county commissioners for that county.
History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 2003, ch. 438, § 1.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2003 amendment, effective July 1, 2003, added the language beginning with "or"
to the section.

A municipal corporation may annex a state registration station. 1962 Op. Att'y
Gen. No. 62-124.

3-7-4. Annexation; territory owned by the United States, state of
New Mexico or a political subdivision; interposition not to prohibit
annexation.



A. Territory owned by the government of the United States, its instrumentalities, the
state of New Mexico or a political subdivision of New Mexico, may be annexed to a
municipality upon the consent of the authorized agent of the government of the United
States, its instrumentalities, the state of New Mexico or a political subdivision of New
Mexico.

B. Territory may be annexed to a municipality which would otherwise be eligible for
annexation except for the interposition of territory owned by the government of the
United States, its instrumentalities, the state of New Mexico or a political subdivision of
New Mexico.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-7-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For provisions relating to elections required for changing the
zoning or use of areas acquired from U.S. forest service, see 3-21-2.1 NMSA 1978.

City of Las Cruces has authority to annex New Mexico state university campus
and territory upon the consent of the university. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-143.

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-5. Annexation; arbitration; resolution of intent.

If the governing body of a municipality desires to annex contiguous territory, the
governing body may, by resolution, declare that the benefits of municipal government
are or can be made available within a reasonable time to the territory proposed to be
annexed and that it desires to annex such territory. A copy of the resolution with a copy
of a plat of the territory proposed to be annexed shall be filed with the county clerk.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-7-5, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-6. Annexation; arbitration: creation of board.

After the adoption and filing of a plat as required in Section 3-7-5 NMSA 1978, a
board of arbitration shall be created which shall have seven members. Three of the
members shall be selected as provided in Section 3-7-7 NMSA 1978; three of the
members shall be selected as provided in Section 3-7-8 NMSA 1978; and one member
shall be selected as provided in Section 3-7-9 NMSA 1978.



History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-6, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Standards for judicial review. — Applying administrative standards of review to
annexation decisions made pursuant to either arbitration or commission procedures are
proper. Cox v. Municipal Boundary Comm'n, 1995-NMCA-120, 120 N.M. 703, 905 P.2d
741, cert. denied, 120 N.M. 636, 904 P.2d 1061.

3-7-7. Annexation; election of three members from territory
proposed to be annexed; notice; polling places; election officials;
ballots; canvass of votes.

A. Within ten days after the filing of the resolution and plat of the territory proposed
to be annexed, the county clerk shall publish a notice stating that an election will be held
for the purpose of electing three members to a board of arbitration that shall determine if
the territory is to be annexed to the municipality. The notice shall include a description
of the boundary of the territory proposed to be annexed. The date of election shall not
be less than fifty days nor more than sixty days after the date of first publication of the
notice.

B. These three members shall be qualified electors and owners of real property
within the territory proposed to be annexed. If there are less than three qualified electors
and owners of real property residing within the territory proposed to be annexed, the
district court shall appoint three members of the board to represent the territory
proposed to be annexed and they need not be residents of this territory.

C. Petitions of nomination for the three members on the board of arbitration may be
filed with the county clerk from the date of first publication of the notice of election until
thirty-five days before the day of election. The petition shall be signed either by not less
than ten percent of the qualified electors residing in the territory desired to be annexed
or by not less than twenty-five qualified electors residing in the territory desired to be
annexed. No elector may sign more than three petitions of nomination.

D. The board of county commissioners of the county in which the territory proposed
to be annexed lies shall designate the polling places which shall not be less in number
than the polling places existing in the area at the last general election. At the election all
qualified electors who reside in the territory proposed to be annexed may vote.

E. The board of county commissioners shall appoint one judge and not less than
two clerks of election for each polling place, or not less than two clerks of election for
each voting machine. The board of county commissioners shall furnish the election
supplies and ballots. Each ballot shall contain the names of all candidates who have
filed petitions of nomination. The ballot shall also have printed on it the words "Vote for
any three".



F. The ballots cast shall be counted by the election officials and the results certified
by the county clerk. Within three days after the election, the board of county
commissioners shall canvass the votes cast and shall issue certificates of election as
members of the board of arbitration to the three candidates receiving the greatest
number of votes.

G. If within three days after the day of the election the board of county
commissioners is unable to determine who has been elected to the board of arbitration,
the board of county commissioners shall certify such determination to the district court
or if there is a vacancy in such membership, the district court wherein the municipality
lies shall appoint within three days the member of the board of arbitration. The member
so appointed shall have the same qualifications as required as if he had been elected a
member of the board of arbitration.

H. The actual expense of the election shall be paid by the municipality proposing to
annex the territory.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-7, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, § 8.
ANNOTATIONS

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-8. Annexation; arbitration; appointment of three members by
municipality.

Before the day of election required in the territory proposed to be annexed, the
governing body of the municipality proposing to annex the territory shall appoint three
members of the board of arbitration who shall be qualified electors and owners of real
property within the municipality.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-8, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-9. Annexation; arbitration:; selection of seventh member;
procedure; qualifications.

A. Within five days after the board of county commissioners has canvassed the
results of the election required in Section 3-7-7 NMSA 1978, the members of the board
of arbitration shall meet and select a seventh or neutral member of the board of



arbitration. He shall be a qualified elector of the county and the owner of real property in
the county but shall reside outside the boundary of the municipality and the territory
proposed to be annexed.

B. If within five days after the board of county commissioners has canvassed the
results of the election required in Section 3-7-7 NMSA 1978, the six members of the
board of arbitration fail to select by a two-thirds vote the seventh or neutral member, the
board of arbitration shall certify to the district court its failure to select the seventh
member. Within ten days after the certification by the board of arbitration of its failure to
select a seventh member, the district court in which the county lies shall appoint the
seventh member who shall possess the qualifications required in this section.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-7-9, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-10. Annexation; arbitration; chairman; meetings; power of
board; final determination.

A. After the seven members of the board of arbitration have been selected, they
shall elect a chairman and hold meetings upon call of the chairman. The board of
arbitration shall determine if the benefits of the government of the municipality are or
can be available within a reasonable time to the territory proposed to be annexed and
may make such investigation as it may deem advisable in order to obtain information
and data as to the availability of the benefits of the municipal government and may
require the governing body of the municipality to furnish to it any records of the
municipality pertaining thereto. The cost of such investigation shall be paid by the
municipality.

B. Determination by a majority of the seven members of the board of arbitration
shall be final. If a majority of the members of the board of arbitration determine that the
territory should not be annexed, the governing body of the municipality shall not
proceed further nor shall it pass any other resolution seeking to annex the territory for a
period of two years. If a majority of the members of the board of arbitration determine
that the territory or a part thereof should be annexed to the municipality, it shall certify
over the signatures of the members of the board of arbitration who have made the
determination to the clerk of the municipality, the clerk of the county, the secretary of
finance and administration and the secretary of taxation and revenue.

C. Thereatfter, the annexation shall be deemed complete as to the territory certified
as proper to be annexed. The municipality to which the annexation is made shall pass
an ordinance, not inconsistent with law, which will effectuate the terms of the
annexation. The territory so annexed shall be governed as part of the municipality and



the governing body of the municipality shall promptly proceed to make the benefits of
the government of the municipality available to the territory so annexed within a
reasonable time.

D. The final determination of the board of arbitration shall be certified not more than
sixty days after the selection of the seventh member.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-10, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1981, ch. 204, § 7.
ANNOTATIONS

Finding that benefits could be made available required annexation order. —
Legislative intent was to require board to order annexation upon finding that benefits of
the municipality could be made available to area to be annexed within a reasonable
time; the legislature intended no arbitrary power in the board to grant or deny
annexation. Cox v. City of Albuquerque, 1949-NMSC-041, 53 N.M. 334, 207 P.2d 1017.

Fact that board limited its findings of benefits to less than the whole of the area
described in the plat, as an incident to which the area subject to annexation became
reduced, does not constitute an unlawful delegation of legislative power within
contemplation of the separation of powers clause in the constitution. Cox v. City of
Albuquerque, 1949-NMSC-041, 53 N.M. 334, 207 P.2d 1017.

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-11. Municipal boundary commission; purpose.

A. The purpose of Sections 3-7-11 through 3-7-16 NMSA 1978 is to establish an
independent commission known as the "municipal boundary commission" to determine
the annexation of territory to a municipality whenever:

(1)  the municipality petitions the municipal boundary commission to annex
territory to the municipality; or

(2)  a majority of the landowners of the territory proposed to be annexed
petition the municipal boundary commission to annex the territory to the municipality.

B. The municipal boundary commission shall hear a request for municipal
annexation of a traditional historic community only upon petition of a majority of the
qualified electors of the territory within the traditional historic community.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-7-11, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1995, ch. 170, 8§ 3;
1995, ch. 211, § 2.

ANNOTATIONS



1995 amendments. — ldentical amendments to this section were enacted by Laws
1995, ch. 170, 8§ 3 and Laws 1995, ch. 211, § 2, both effective April 6, 1995, and
approved April 16, 1995, which designated the former introductory paragraph as
Subsection A and redesignated former Subsections A and B as Paragraphs (1) and (2)
thereof; substituted "Sections 3-7-11 through 3-7-16 NMSA 1978" for "Sections 14-7-11
through 14-7-16 New Mexico Statutes Annotated, 1953 Compilation” in Subsection A;
and added Subsection B. The section was set out as amended by Laws 1995, ch. 211,
§ 2. See 12-1-8 NMSA 1978.

Standards for judicial review. — Applying administrative standards of review to
annexation decisions made pursuant to either arbitration or commission procedures are
proper. Cox v. Municipal Boundary Comm'n, 1995-NMCA-120, 120 N.M. 703, 905 P.2d
741, cert. denied, 120 N.M. 636, 904 P.2d 1061.

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-12. Municipal boundary commission; appointment;
gualifications of members; payment of members; secretary of
finance and administration to provide staff.

A. The municipal boundary commission shall consist of three members who shall be
appointed by the governor. One of the members shall be an attorney licensed to
practice in New Mexico and no more than two of the members shall be members of the
same political party. Each of the members shall be residents of a separate county of
New Mexico.

B. The members of the municipal boundary commission shall be paid as provided in
the Per Diem and Mileage Act [10-8-1 to 10-8-8 NMSA 1978]:

(1) by the municipality if:

(a) the municipality petitions the municipal boundary commission to annex
territory to the municipality; or

(b) a majority of the landowners petition the municipal boundary commission
to annex territory to the municipality and the municipal boundary commission orders the
territory annexed to the municipality; or

(2) by the landowners who petition the municipal boundary commission to
annex the territory to the municipality, if the municipal boundary commission does not
order the territory annexed to the municipality.

C. The secretary of the department of finance and administration shall provide staff
to the municipal boundary commission.



History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-12, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1977, ch. 247, § 137,
1983, ch. 296, § 8.

ANNOTATIONS
Quorum. — The commission had the necessary quorum to hear a city's annexation
petition without the presence of its attorney commissioner. Cox v. Municipal Boundary
Comm'n, 1998-NMCA-025, 124 N.M. 709, 954 P.2d 1186, cert. denied, 125 N.M. 145,
958 P.2d 103.

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-13. Contents of petition; submission to department of finance
and administration.

A. The petition shall:
(1)  describe the territory proposed to be annexed;
(2) be signed by:
(a) the mayor and clerk of the municipality; or
(b) a majority of the landowners of the territory proposed to be annexed; and

3) be accompanied by a map of the territory proposed to be annexed which
shall show:

(a) the external boundary of the territory proposed to be annexed;

(b) any federal, state or county highways which may exist in the territory
proposed to be annexed; and

(c) the relationship of the territory proposed to be annexed to the existing
boundary of the municipality.

B. The petition shall be filed with the department of finance and administration.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-7-13, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1977, ch. 247, § 138;
1983, ch. 296, § 9.

ANNOTATIONS

Commission may determine the sufficiency of petitions. — In addition to
considering the issues of contiguity and the provision of municipal services, the



boundary commission has the power to determine the statutory sufficiency of a petition
and may make that determination at any time in the proceedings. Town of Edgewood v.
N.M. Mun. Boundary Comm’n, 2013-NMCA-047, 299 P.3d 451, cert. quashed, 2013-
NMCERT-009.

Where petitioner’s petition failed to establish ownership of roads contained in and
bordering the territory petitioner sought to annex and failed to account for the ownership
and consequences of ownership of roads owned by government entities in and
bordering the territory, the boundary commission properly denied the annexation
because the commission had the power to evaluate the petition’s compliance with
statutory requirements for ownership and documentation of roads. Town of Edgewood
v. N.M. Mun. Boundary Comm’n, 2013-NMCA-047, 299 P.3d 451, cert. quashed, 2013-
NMCERT-009.

Minor errors in description of territory immaterial. — That some of the area to be
annexed was described in the petition as "lots" instead of "blocks" is immaterial since
the descriptions, in context, were substantially and sufficiently correct to put all
interested parties on notice of the area sought to be annexed. Mutz v. Municipal
Boundary Comm'n, 1984-NMSC-070, 101 N.M. 694, 688 P.2d 12.

3-7-14. Meetings of the municipal boundary commission; election
of a chairman; to meet in municipality to which annexation is
proposed; public notice of meeting.

A. At its first meeting, and at any subsequent meeting when a change in the
membership of the commission has occurred, the municipal boundary commission, by a
majority vote, shall elect one member to serve as chairman of the commission and one
member to serve as vice chairman who shall act whenever the chairman is not present.
A majority of the commission shall constitute a quorum and the commission shall not
transact business without a quorum being present.

B. After receipt of a petition, as authorized in Section 3-7-11 NMSA 1978, the
secretary to the municipal boundary commission shall call a meeting of the municipal
boundary commission which shall meet within sixty days of the receipt of the petition to
consider the petition for annexation. The secretary to the municipal boundary
commission shall publish a notice, of a public hearing on the petition, once each week
for four consecutive weeks and the last publication shall be at least twenty days before
the day of the hearing. The notice shall contain the date when the meeting of the
municipal boundary commission will be held, the place of the meeting and a general
description of the boundary of the territory petitioned to be annexed to the municipality.

C. The municipal boundary commission shall meet in the municipality to which the
territory is proposed to be annexed and shall hold a public hearing on the question of
annexing to the municipality the territory petitioned to be annexed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-7-14, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.



ANNOTATIONS

Quorum. — The commission had the necessary quorum to hear a city's annexation
petition without the presence of its attorney commissioner. Cox v. Municipal Boundary
Comm'n, 1998-NMCA-025, 124 N.M. 709, 954 P.2d 1186, cert. denied, 125 N.M. 145,
958 P.2d 103.

General notice requirements. — The general notice requirements of Subsection J of
3-1-2 NMSA 1978 do not apply to govern proceedings of the municipal boundary
commission. Cox v. Municipal Boundary Comm'n, 1998-NMCA-025, 124 N.M. 709, 954
P.2d 1186, cert. denied, 125 N.M. 145, 958 P.2d 103.

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-15. Duties of the municipal boundary commission; authority of
commission to annex; order is final; review by certiorari.

A. At the public hearing held for the purpose of determining if the territory proposed
to be annexed to the municipality shall be annexed to the municipality, the municipal
boundary commission shall determine if the territory proposed to be annexed:

(1) is contiguous to the municipality; and

(2)  may be provided with municipal services by the municipality to which the
territory is proposed to be annexed.

B. If the municipal boundary commission determines that the conditions set forth in
this section are met, the commission shall order annexed to the municipality the territory
petitioned to be annexed to the municipality.

C. If the municipal boundary commission determines that only a portion of the
territory petitioned to be annexed meets the conditions set forth in this section, the
commission may order annexed to the municipality that portion of [the] territory which
meets the conditions set forth in this section.

D. If the municipal boundary commission determines that the conditions set forth in
this section are not met, the commission shall not order the annexation to the
municipality of the territory petitioned to be annexed.

E. Any order of the municipal boundary commission shall be final unless any owner
of land within the territory proposed to be annexed, within thirty days after the filing of
the final order in the office of the county clerk and the office of the municipal clerk,
obtains review of the order by the district court.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-15, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.



ANNOTATIONS

Bracketed material. — The bracketed material was inserted by the compiler and it is
not part of the law.

Doctrine of prior jurisdiction. — The doctrine of prior jurisdiction, which provides that
the court first obtaining jurisdiction retains it as against a court of concurrent jurisdiction
in which a similar action is subsequently instituted, is applicable in administrative
proceedings, including annexation disputes. Therefore, the commission's decision-
making process was entitled to priority as against annexation ordinances adopted by
municipalities after an annexation petition had already been filed with the commission.
AMREP Southwest, Inc. v. Town of Bernalillo, 1991-NMCA-110, 113 N.M. 19, 821 P.2d
357, cert. denied sub. nom., Town of Bernalillo v. AMREP Sw., 113 N.M. 16, 820 P.2d
1330.

Commission's stay of annexation of a disputed area pending a judicial determination of
the commission's jurisdiction over that matter did not deprive the commission of its
priority. AMREP Southwest, Inc. v. Town of Bernalillo, 1991-NMCA-110, 113 N.M. 19,
821 P.2d 357, cert. denied sub. nom., Town of Bernalillo v. AMREP Sw., 113 N.M. 16,
820 P.2d 1330.

Authority of commission. — The boundary commission has the authority to annex

property over the objections of the municipality involved. City of Albuquerque v. State
Mun. Boundary Comm'n, 2002-NMCA-024, 131 N.M. 665, 41 P.3d 933, cert. denied,
131 N.M. 737, 42 P.3d 842.

Commission to act reasonably. — Although Subsection A does not specifically direct
the commission to act reasonably, it is an implicit requirement, because the element of
reason in its decision, or its absence, is a basis for court review. Mutz v. Municipal
Boundary Comm'n, 1984-NMSC-070, 101 N.M. 694, 688 P.2d 12.

Reasonableness of objections. — The municipal boundary commission should only
exercise its authority to annex property over a municipality's objections based on a
finding that those objections were unreasonable under the circumstances. City of
Albuquerque v. State Mun. Boundary Comm'n, 2002-NMCA-024, 131 N.M. 665, 41 P.3d
933, cert. denied, 131 N.M. 737, 42 P.3d 842.

Contiguity required. — Each unit, block or lot of land to be annexed need not have a
common boundary with the municipality to satisfy requirement of contiguity in
Subsection A(1). Mutz v. Municipal Boundary Comm'n, 1984-NMSC-070, 101 N.M. 694,
688 P.2d 12.

The term "contiguous” in the annexation context requires a touching or close physical
proximity of the property. Cox v. Municipal Boundary Comm'n, 1995-NMCA-120, 120
N.M. 703, 905 P.2d 741, cert. denied, 120 NM. 636, 904 P.2d 1061.



Satisfaction of requirements of Subsection A(2) within reasonable time. — The
requirement of Subsection A(2) that the annexed territory "may be provided with
municipal services" is satisfied if the municipality demonstrates the ability to provide
services to the territory to be annexed within a reasonable period of time. Mutz v. Mun.
Boundary Comm'n, 1984-NMSC-070, 101 N.M. 694, 688 P.2d 12.

"To file" a paper is to place it in the official custody of the clerk. Town of Hurley v. New
Mexico Municipal Boundary Comm'n, 1980-NMSC-083, 94 N.M. 606, 614 P.2d 18.

It is not necessary that officer endorse document upon its receipt in order to effect
the filing. Town of Hurley v. New Mexico Mun. Boundary Comm'n, 1980-NMSC-083, 94
N.M. 606, 614 P.2d 18.

Three purposes of the filing requirements contained in Subsection E of this section
and 3-7-16A NMSA 1978 are: (1) to provide public and accessible repositories in the
offices of county and municipal clerks of accurate copies of the official orders of the
commission; (2) to give constructive notice to the world of such orders; and (3) to fix the
commencement of the time within which an appeal to the district court from such orders
may be taken, namely 30 days, by the instrumentality of constructive notice to a party
desiring to appeal. Town of Hurley v. New Mexico Mun. Boundary Comm'n, 1980-
NMSC-083, 94 N.M. 606, 614 P.2d 18.

District court review of commission's decision is limited to questions of law -
whether the administrative agency acted fraudulently, arbitrarily or capriciously; whether
the commission's order was supported by substantial evidence; and whether the agency
acted within the scope of its authority. Mutz v. Municipal Boundary Comm'n, 1984-
NMSC-070, 101 N.M. 694, 688 P.2d 12.

When the commission followed its statutory mandate and determined that the area
proposed for annexation was contiguous and could be provided with municipal services
by the city, the district court was then limited to determine whether, based on the record,
this decision was fraudulent, arbitrary or capricious, supported by substantial evidence,
and within the scope of the commission's authority. Cox v. Municipal Boundary Comm'n,
1995-NMCA-120, 120 N.M. 703, 905 P.2d 741, cert. denied, 120 N.M. 636, 904 P.2d
1061.

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-16. Filing the order of the municipal boundary commission;
annexation complete.

A. Within ten days after the municipal boundary commission makes its
determination, the secretary of the department of finance and administration shall file
certified copies of the order of the municipal boundary commission in the office of the
municipal clerk of the municipality to which the territory has been petitioned to be



annexed and in the office of the county clerk. The secretary shall also transmit a copy of
the order to the secretary of taxation and revenue.

B. If the municipal boundary commission orders the annexation of territory to a
municipality, the annexation shall be complete after the filing of certified copies of the
order as required in this section.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-7-16, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1977, ch. 247, § 139;
1981, ch. 204, § 8; 1983, ch. 296, § 10.

ANNOTATIONS

"To file" a paper is to place it in the official custody of the clerk. Town of Hurley v. New
Mexico Mun. Boundary Comm'n, 1980-NMSC-083, 94 N.M. 606, 614 P.2d 18.

It is not necessary that officer endorse document upon its receipt in order to effect
the filing. Town of Hurley v. New Mexico Mun. Boundary Comm'n, 1980-NMSC-083, 94
N.M. 606, 614 P.2d 18.

Three purposes of the filing requirements contained in 3-7-15E NMSA 1978 and
Subsection A of this section are: (1) to provide public and accessible repositories in the
offices of county and municipal clerks of accurate copies of the official orders of the
commission; (2) to give constructive notice to the world of such orders; and (3) to fix the
commencement of the time within which an appeal to the district court from such orders
may be taken, namely 30 days, by the instrumentality of constructive notice to a party
desiring to appeal. Town of Hurley v. New Mexico Mun. Boundary Comm'n, 1980-
NMSC-083, 94 N.M. 606, 614 P.2d 18.

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-17. Annexation; petition by owners of contiguous territory; duty
of governing body; ordinance; appeal.

A. Except as provided in Sections 3-7-17.1 and 3-57-4 NMSA 1978, whenever a
petition:

(1)  seeks the annexation of territory contiguous to a municipality;

(2) is signed by the owners of a majority of the number of acres in the
contiguous territory;

3) is accompanied by a map that shows the external boundary of the territory
proposed to be annexed and the relationship of the territory proposed to be annexed to
the existing boundary of the municipality; and



4) is presented to the governing body, the governing body shall by ordinance
express its consent or rejection to the annexation of such contiguous territory.

B. If the ordinance consents to the annexation of the contiguous territory, a copy of
the ordinance, with a copy of the plat of the territory so annexed, shall be filed in the
office of the county clerk. After the filing, the contiguous territory is part of the
municipality. The clerk of the municipality shall also send copies of the ordinance
annexing the territory and of the plat of the territory so annexed to the secretary of
finance and administration and to the secretary of taxation and revenue.

C. Within thirty days after the filing of the copy of the ordinance in the office of the
county clerk, any person owning land within the territory annexed to the municipality
may appeal to the district court questioning the validity of the annexation proceedings. If
no appeal to the district court is filed within thirty days after the filing of the ordinance in
the office of the county clerk or if the court renders judgment in favor of the municipality,
the annexation shall be deemed complete.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-7-17, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1981, ch. 204, 8§ 9;
1998, ch. 42, § 1.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For examination of signatures, purging and judicial review of
petitions, see 3-1-5 NMSA 1978.

The 1998 amendment, effective May 20, 1998, substituted "of" for "or" in the section
heading; in Subsection A, inserted "Except as provided in Sections 3-7-17.1 and 3-57-4
NMSA 1978" at the beginning, and substituted "that shows" for "which shall show" near
the beginning of Paragraph A(3); and substituted "or if* for "of it" in Subsection C.

Section does not violate "one man-one vote" principle of the equal protection
clause of the United States constitution, even though it does not provide for annexation
by a petition of a majority of the landowners in the area without regard to the number of
acres each owns. Torres v. Village of Capitan, 1978-NMSC-065, 92 N.M. 64, 582 P.2d
1277.

Plain meaning of "owning land" in Subsection C of this section is to have equitable
or legal fee title ownership of real estate within the annexed territory. Santa Fe County
Bd. of County Comm'rs v. Town of Edgewood, 2004-NMCA-111, 136 N.M. 301, 97 P.3d
633.

Purpose in affixing plat or survey to annexation petition is to notify interested
persons of land which is included, as well as to make definite what the corporate limits
are and to permit officials to ascertain who are residents within the municipality and to
help determine if a sufficient number of signatures of property owners from within the



area appear on the petition. Hughes v. City of Carlsbad, 1949-NMSC-018, 53 N.M. 150,
203 P.2d 995.

Consideration of unplatted land. — Unplatted land, which was held for sale as urban
property to accommodate reasonably expected development within eight years, could
properly be considered in determining whether annexation petition was adequate.
Hughes v. City of Carlsbad, 1949-NMSC-018, 53 N.M. 150, 203 P.2d 995.

Appeal from denial of petition. — The petition method of annexation provided by this
section is a legislative procedure and although the statute provides no express right of
appeal when a petition is denied, only a direct appeal lies to the district court, as
opposed to a writ of certiorari proceeding. Dugger v. City of Santa Fe, 1992-NMCA-022,
114 N.M. 47, 834 P.2d 424, cert. denied, 113 N.M. 744, 832 P.2d 1223.

Standard of review. — The scope of judicial review of an annexation completed under
the petition process is limited to determining whether the municipality has acted illegally
or unconstitutionally. Daugherty v. City of Carlsbad, 1995-NMCA-108, 120 N.M. 716,
905 P.2d 1120, cert. denied, 120 N.M. 636. 904 P.2d 1061.

When landowners challenged annexation on the ground that the property was not
contiguous and presented arguments that were essentially political and economic, such
arguments were not within the scope of review, and the district court, finding that the
property was contiguous as a matter of law, properly refused to analyze the economic
or political benefits or burdens bestowed upon the landowners' property. Daugherty v.
City of Carlsbad, 1995-NMCA-108, 120 N.M. 716, 905 P.2d 1120, cert. denied, 120
N.M. 636. 904 P.2d 1061.

Standing under Subsection C of this section requires an equitable or fee title interest.
Santa Fe Cnty. Bd. of Cnty. Comm'rs v. Town of Edgewood, 2004-NMCA-111, 136 N.M.
301, 97 P.3d 633.

Standing to appeal. — Where it was determined that a partnership did not own
property in the annexed territory, it had no standing to challenge the annexation. State
ex rel. State Highway & Transp. Dep't v. City of Sunland Park, 1999-NMCA-143, 128
N.M. 371, 993 P.2d 85, cert. quashed, 133 N.M. 31, 59 P.3d 1263 (2002).

The state's interest in highway property granted by 67-2-5 NMSA 1978 satisfies the
requirement for standing of the State Highway and Transportation Department
[department of transportation] to appeal an annexation proceeding under Subsection C
of this section. State ex rel. State Highway & Transp. Dep't v. City of Sunland Park,
1999-NMCA-143, 128 N.M. 371, 993 P.2d 85, cert. quashed, 133 N.M. 31, 59 P.3d
1263 (2002).

Counties that do not own roads in equitable or fee title may participate in the
process leading to an ordinance consenting to an annexation petition in order to ensure
an orderly transition in services, but does not have standing to appeal from the adoption



of the ordinance. Santa Fe Cnty. Board of Cnty. Comm'rs v. Town of Edgewood, 2004-
NMCA-111, 136 N.M. 301, 97 P.3d 633.

Annexation of special zoning district. — When all or a portion of a special zoning
district is annexed by an incorporated municipality, the special zoning district loses all of
its zoning jurisdiction over the annexed territory to the municipality. 1983 Op. Att'y Gen.
No. 83-06.

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

3-7-17.1. Annexation; certain municipalities in class A counties;
procedures; limitations.

A. A petition seeking the annexation of territory contiguous to a municipality located
in a class A county with a population of less than three hundred thousand persons shall
be presented to the city council and be accompanied by a map that shows the external
boundary of the territory proposed to be annexed and the relationship of the territory
proposed to be annexed to the existing boundary of the municipality.

B. If the petition is signed by the owners of a majority of the number of acres in the
contiguous territory:

(1)  the city council shall submit the petition to the board of county
commissioners of the county in which the municipality is located for its review and
comment. Any comments shall be submitted by the board of county commissioners to
the city council within thirty days of receipt; and

(2) not less than thirty days nor more than sixty days after receiving the
petition, the city council shall by ordinance approve or disapprove the annexation after
considering any comments submitted by the board of county commissioners.

C. Except as provided in Subsection D of this section, if the petition is not signed by
the owners of a majority of the number of acres in the contiguous territory, the
extraterritorial land use commission shall consider the matter and make a
recommendation to the extraterritorial land use authority. The extraterritorial land use
authority shall approve or disapprove the petition. If approved by the extraterritorial land
use authority, the city council may by ordinance approve the annexation.

D. When the nonconsenting property owners' properties are entirely surrounded by
consenting property owners, the city council may approve the annexation without
approval or disapproval of the extraterritorial land use authority.

E. In considering an annexation pursuant to this section, the city council shall
consider the impact of the annexation on existing county contracts and provisions of
services, including fire protection, solid waste collection or water and sewer service, and



may make agreements with the county to continue such services if it is in the interest of
the county, the residents of the proposed annexed area or the municipality.

F. A municipality with a population over two hundred thousand persons and located
in a class A county shall not force a resident or business located in the unincorporated
area of the county to agree to annexation as a condition of extending sewer and water
service to that person or business, if that sewer or water service extension is paid for all
or in part by federal, state or county money. The municipality may make agreement to
annexation a condition of extending sewer and water service if the extension of the
service is paid for entirely with municipal money.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-7-17.1, enacted by Laws 1998, ch. 42, § 2; 2003, ch. 438, §
2.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2003 amendment, effective July 1, 2003, in Subsection A, deleted "with a
population over two hundred thousand persons and" following "municipality” and
inserted "with a population of less than three hundred thousand persons" following
"class A county".

Meaning of the phrase "after receiving the petition". — The phrase "after receiving
the petition" in Paragraph 2 of Subsection B of Section 3-7-17.1 NMSA 1978 refers to
the date a city council first receives a petition for annexation. Waggoner v. Town of
Mesilla, 2011-NMCA-041, 149 N.M. 596, 252 P.3d 820.

The doctrine of substantial compliance does not apply. — The doctrine of
substantial compliance does not apply to the time limits within which a city council must
approve or disapprove a petition for annexation. Waggoner v. Town of Mesilla, 2011-
NMCA-041, 149 N.M. 596, 252 P.3d 820.

Municipality failed to comply with the time limits for approving or disapproving a
petition for annexation. — Where the petitioners for annexation submitted their
petition to the municipal board of trustees on October 9, 2007; the municipality mailed
the petition to the county commission on October 10, 2007; the municipality received
comments from the county commission on November 1, 2007; and the municipality
passed an annexation ordinance on December 26, 2007, the annexation was invalid
because the annexation ordinance was not approved within sixty days after the
municipality first received the petition on October 9, 2007. Waggoner v. Town of Mesilla,
2011-NMCA-041, 149 N.M. 596, 252 P.3d 820.

3-7-18. Annexation to include streets.

Any municipality annexing any territory shall include in the annexation any streets
located along the boundary of the territory being annexed. As used in this section,



"street" means any thoroughfare that is open to the public and has been accepted by
the board of county commissioners as a public right-of-way.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-6-22, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 75, 8 1, and recompiled as
1953 Comp., § 14-7-18.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For powers of municipalities regarding streets, sidewalks, and
public grounds, see 3-49-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.

Application of this section not automatic. — This section does not provide for the
automatic annexation of adjacent streets and an annexation was invalid where it did not
include streets bordering the territory to be annexed. State ex rel. State Highway &
Transp. Dep't v. City of Sunland Park, 1999-NMCA-143, 128 N.M. 371, 993 P.2d 85,
cert. quashed, 133 N.M. 31, 59 P.3d 1263 (2002).

"Street". — The word "street" in this section encompasses the entire right-of-way, not
simply the roadway itself. The word "street" also includes state roads. State ex rel. State
Highway & Transp. Dep't v. City of Sunland Park, 1999-NMCA-143, 128 N.M. 371, 993
P.2d 85, cert. quashed, 133 N.M. 31, 59 P.3d 1263 (2002).

Law reviews. — For note, "Annexation of Unincorporated Territory in New Mexico," see
6 Nat. Resources J. 83 (1966).

ARTICLE 8
Municipal Elections (Repealed.)

3-8-1. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., § 3-8-1, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 9; 1991, ch. 123, § 1;
1995, ch. 200, § 1; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-1 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1985, ch. 208, § 9, relating to the short title of the Municipal Election Code, purpose,
construction, counting days, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see
the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-2. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., § 3-8-2, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 10; 1997, ch. 266, § 3;
1999, ch. 278, § 1; 2003, ch. 244, § 1; 2009, ch. 278, § 1; repealed by Laws 2018, ch.
79, § 175.



ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-2 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws

1985, ch. 208, § 10, relating to definitions, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of
former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-3. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-3, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 11; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-3 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws

1985, ch. 208, § 11, relating to residency, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of
former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-4. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-4, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 12; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-4 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws

1985, ch. 208, § 12, relating to oaths, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former
section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-5. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-5, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 13; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-5 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws

1985, ch. 208, § 13, relating to major fractions, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of
former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-6. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-6, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 14; 1987, ch. 323, 8§
4.; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS



Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-6 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1985, ch. 208, § 14, relating to county clerk, election duties, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-6.1. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-6.1, enacted by Laws 1991, ch. 123, § 2; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, 8 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-6.1 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1991, ch. 123, 8§ 2, relating to secretary of state, duties, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-7. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-8-5, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1969, ch. 246, § 1;
1971, ch. 306, § 4; 1975, ch. 255, § 125; 1978 Comp., § 3-8-5, recompiled as 1978
Comp., 8 3-8-7 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 15; 1987, ch. 323, § 5; 1991, ch. 123, § 3;
1995, ch. 198, § 16; 1997, ch. 266, § 4; 1999, ch. 278, § 2; repealed by Laws 2018, ch.
79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-7 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1965, ch. 300, relating to municipal clerk, county clerk, election duties, effective July 1,

2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-8. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-8, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 16; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-8 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws

1985, ch. 208, § 16, relating to time to register to vote, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-9. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., § 3-8-9, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 17; 1987, ch. 323, § 6;
2003, ch. 154, § 2; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.



ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-9 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1985, ch. 208, § 17, relating to election scheduling, conflicts, notice, effective July 1,

2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-10. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-10, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 18; 1997, ch. 266, §
5; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-10 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 18, relating to consolidation of precincts, effective July 1, 2018.
For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-11. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-11, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 19; 2009, ch. 278, 8§
2; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-11 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 19, relating to polling places, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-12. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-12, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 20; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-12 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 20, relating to election resolutions, notices, correction of errors

and omissions, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017
NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-13. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-13, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 21; 2009, ch. 278, §
3; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.



ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-13 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 21, relating to voting machines, paper ballots, effective July 1,
2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-14. Repealed.
History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-14, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 22; 1987, ch. 323, §
7; 1993, ch. 22, 8§ 1; 1997, ch. 266, § 6; 2001, ch. 197, § 1; 2003, ch. 244, § 2; 2009, ch.
278, 8 4; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-14 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 22, relating to voting machines, ordering, preparation,

certification, and delivery, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see
the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-15. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-15, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 23; 1999, ch. 278, §
3; repealed by Laws 2009, ch. 278, § 40.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2009, ch. 278, § 40 repealed 3-8-15 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 23, relating to emergency paper ballots, effective June 19, 2009.
For provisions of former section, see the 2008 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-16. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-16, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 24; 1997, ch. 266, 8
7; 2009, ch. 278, § 5; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-16 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 24, relating to paper ballots in lieu of voting machines, form,

general requirements, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the
2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-17. Repealed.



History: 1978 Comp., § 3-8-17, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 25; 1993, ch. 22, § 2;
2003, ch. 244, § 3; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-17 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 25, relating to sample ballots, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-17.1, 3-8-17.2. Repealed.
ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 1999, ch. 278, 8§ 53 repealed 3-8-17.1 and 3-8-17.2 NMSA 1978, as
enacted by Laws 1997, ch. 266, 88 1 and 2, relating to procedures for absentee ballots
and emergency procedures for voting and counting absentee ballots, effective June 18,
1999. For provisions of former sections, see the 1998 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com. For present comparable provisions, see 1-6-16.1 and 1-6-16.2
NMSA 1978.

3-8-18. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-18, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 26; 1987, ch. 323, §
8; 1999, ch. 278, § 4; 2003, ch. 244, § 4; 2009, ch. 278, § 6; repealed by Laws 2018,
ch. 79, 8 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-18 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 26, relating to election supplies, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-19. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-8-10, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 306, § 8; 1978 Comp., § 3-
8-11, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-19 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 27; 1987, ch. 323,
8 9; 1997, ch. 266, § 8; 1999, ch. 278, § 5; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-19 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1971, ch. 306, 8 8, relating to precinct boards, appointments, compensation,
effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.



3-8-20. Repealed.
History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8-10.1, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 306, 8 9; 1978 Comp., §
3-8-12, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-8-20 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 28; 2009, ch.
278, 8 7; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-20 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws Laws 1971, ch. 306, § 9, relating to precinct board, duties, effective July 1, 2018.
For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-21. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-21, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 29; 1987, ch. 323, §
10; 2009, ch. 278, 8 8; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-21 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 29, relating to municipal clerk, precinct board, election training,

effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-22. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-22, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 30; 2001, ch. 197, §
2; 2007, ch. 46, § 2; 2009, ch. 278, 8§ 9; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-22 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 30, relating to conduct of election, eligibility for assistance, oral
assistance for language minority voters, aid or assistance to voter marking ballot, who

may assist voter, type of assistance, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former
section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-23. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-23, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 31; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS



Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-23 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 31, relating to messengers, compensation, effective July 1, 2018.
For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-24. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-24, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 32; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-24 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 32, relating to uniform procedure, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-25. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-8-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-3,
recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-8-25 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 33; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-25 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to regular municipal elections, time of holding election,
effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-26. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1967, ch. 146, § 3;
1971, ch. 306, § 3; 1977, ch. 29, § 1; 1978 Comp., § 3-8-4, recompiled as 1978 Comp.,
§ 3-8-26 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 34; 1997, ch. 266, § 9; 2001, ch. 197, § 3; 2003, ch.
244, 8 5; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-26 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to regular municipal election, publication of resolution,

choice of ballots or voting machines, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former
section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-27. Repealed.



History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-8-8, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1971, ch. 306, § 6;
1978 Comp., § 3-8-8, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-8-27 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, §
35; 1987, ch. 323, § 11; 1997, ch. 266, § 10; 2001, ch. 197, § 4; 2009, ch. 278, § 10;
repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-27 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to regular municipal election, declaration of candidacy,
withdrawing name from ballot, penalty for false statement, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-28. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-8-6, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-6,
recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-8-28 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 36; 1987, ch. 323, § 12;
repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-28 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to regular municipal election, candidate for office, effective

July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-29. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-29, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 37; 1987, ch. 323, §
13; 1999, ch. 278, 8 6; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-29 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 37, relating to regular municipal election, ballots, effective July 1,

2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-30. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8-9, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1971, ch. 306, 8§ 7;
1978 Comp., § 3-8-9, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-8-30 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, §
38; 1987, ch. 323, § 14; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS



Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-30 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to regular municipal election, publication of names of
candidates and other election data, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former
section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-31. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-8-11, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 306, § 10; 1978 Comp., §
3-8-13, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-31 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 39; 1987, ch.
323, 8 15; 1999, ch. 278, § 7; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-31 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1971, ch. 306, § 10, relating to regular municipal election, challengers, watchers,
observers, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-32. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8-13, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1971, ch. 306, § 13;
1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-15, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-32 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§
40; 1987, ch. 323, 8§ 16; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-32 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to regular municipal election, plurality of votes cast

required for election, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the
2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-33. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-33, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 41; 1987, ch. 323, §
17; 1995, ch. 200, § 2; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-33 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 41, relating to regular municipal election, certificates of election,

qualification of official, taking office, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former
section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-34. Repealed.



History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-34, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 42; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-34 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 42, relating to uniform procedure, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-35. Repealed.
History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-8-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1971, ch. 306, § 2;
1978 Comp., § 3-8-2, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-35 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, §
43; 1999, ch. 278, § 8; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-35 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to special election, giving notice, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-36. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-36, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 44; 1987, ch. 323, §
18; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-36 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 44, relating to special elections, publication of election data,

effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-37. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-37, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 45; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-37 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 45, relating to uniform procedure, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-37.1. Repealed.



History: Laws 2009, ch. 278, § 31; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175.
ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-37.1 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 2009, ch. 278, § 31, relating to early voting; use of absentee voting procedures,
effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-38. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., § 3-8-38, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 46; 1993, ch. 22, § 3;
1999, ch. 278, 8 9; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-38 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 46, relating to conduct of election, swearing in, delivery of
supplies, opening and closing of polls, precinct board attendance, effective July 1, 2018.
For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-39. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-39, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 47; 1995, ch. 200, §
3; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-39 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 47, relating to conduct of election, maintenance of order, peace
officer, memoranda of actions or omissions, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of
former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-40. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-40, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 48; 1987, ch. 323, 8§
19; 1997, ch. 266, 8§ 11; 1999, ch. 278, § 10; 2003, ch. 244, § 6; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-40 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 48, relating to conduct of election, persons not permitted to vote,
certificate voting, fraudulent and double voting, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of
former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.



3-8-40.1. Repealed.

History: Laws 1999, ch. 278, § 45; repealed by Laws 2009, ch. 278, § 40.
ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2009, ch. 278, § 40 repealed 3-8-40.1 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1999, ch. 278, § 45, relating to certificate voting, effective June 19, 2009. For
provisions of former section, see the 2008 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-41. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-41, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 49; 2009, ch. 278, §
11; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-41 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 49, relating to conduct of election; voter's name, address,

signature; entries by precinct board, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former
section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-42. Repealed.
ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 1993, ch. 22, § 7 repealed 3-8-42 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws

1985, ch. 208, § 50, relating to assistance to a voter, effective June 18, 1993. For
provisions of former section, see the 1992 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-43. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-43, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 51; 1987, ch. 323, §
20; 1997, ch. 266, § 12; 1999, ch. 278, § 11; 2003, ch. 244, § 7; 2009, ch. 278, § 12;
repealed by Laws 2018, ch. , § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-43 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 51, relating to conduct of election, challenges, required

challenges, entries, disposition, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section,
see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-44. Repealed.



History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-44, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 52; 1995, ch. 200, 8
4; 2009, ch. 278, 8§ 13; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-44 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 52, relating to conduct of election, voting machines, instructions,
inspection of voting machine face after vote, entry into machine, effective July 1, 2018.
For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-45. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-45, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 53; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-45 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 53, relating to conduct of election, closing polls, arrival of voter
after the polls close, election clerk certificate, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of
former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-46. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-46, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 54; 1987, ch. 323, §
21; 2001, ch. 197, 8§ 5; 2009, ch. 278, § 14; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-46 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 54, relating to conduct of elections, closing polls, locking voting
machines, opening voting machines, verification of votes, admittance of watchers and
candidates, proclamation of results, completion of locking, duration of locking and
sealing, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-47. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-47, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 55; 1997, ch. 266, 8§
13; 1999, ch. 278, § 12; 2009, ch. 278, 8§ 15; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-47 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8 55, relating to conduct of elections, disposition of signature
roster, machine-printed returns, ballot boxes, election return certificate, affidavits, other



election materials, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017
NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-48. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-48, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 56; 1997, ch. 266, 8
14; 2009, ch. 278, § 16; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-48 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 56, relating to conduct of elections, paper ballots, one to a voter,
receipt or delivery, occupation of voting machines, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions
of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-49. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-49, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 57; 2009, ch. 278, 8§
17; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-49 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 57, relating to conduct of election, paper ballots, marking; use of
pen or other writing implement, identification marks, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-50. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-50, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 58; 2009, ch. 278, §
18; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-50 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 58, relating to conduct of election, paper ballots, procedure after
marking, delivery of two or more ballots, person authorized to receive ballots, spoiled or
defaced ballots, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017
NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-51. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-51, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 59; 1999, ch. 278, §
13; 2009, ch. 278, § 19; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175.



ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-51 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 59, relating to conduct of election, paper ballots, unused ballots,
destruction of unused ballots, counting and tallying, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-52. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-52, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 60; 1987, ch. 323, §
22; 2009, ch. 278, § 20; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-52 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 60, relating to conduct of election, paper ballots, signature
rosters, disposition, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the
2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-53. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8-14, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1971, ch. 306, § 14;
1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-16, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-53 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§
61; 1987, ch. 323, § 23; 1999, ch. 278, § 14; 2001, ch. 197, § 6; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-53 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to post-election duties, canvass of returns, majority vote for
guestions, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-54. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-54, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 62; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-54 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 62, relating to post-election duties, canvass method, effective
July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.



3-8-55. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-55, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 63; 1997, ch. 266, §
15; 1999, ch. 278, § 15; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-55 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 63, relating to post-election duties, canvass, defective returns,

correction, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-56. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-56, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 64; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-56 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 64, relating to post-election duties, canvass, when recheck is

required, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-57. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-57, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 65; 1999, ch. 278, §
16; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-57 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 65, relating to post-election duties; canvass; search for missing

returns, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-58. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-58, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 66; 2001, ch. 197, §
7; 2009, ch. 278, § 21; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-58 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 66, relating to post-election duties, canvass, voting machine



recheck, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-59. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-59, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 67; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-59 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 67, relating to post-election duties, voting machine recheck cost,
effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-60. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-60, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 68; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-60 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 68, relating to post-election duties, tie vote, effective July 1,
2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-61. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-61, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 69; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-61 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 69, relating to post-election duties, nature of documents,
expense of corrections, proceedings for contempt, responsibility for voting machines,
effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-62. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8-16, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1971, ch. 306, 8§ 15;
1978 Comp., § 3-8-18, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-8-62 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, §
70; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175.



ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-62 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to contest of elections, destruction of ballots, effective July
1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-63. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-63, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 71; 1999, ch. 278, §
17; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-63 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 71, relating to contest of elections, who may contest, status of
person holding certificate, filing of complaint, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of
former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-64. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., § 3-8-64, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 72; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-64 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 72, relating to contest of elections, judgment, effect, costs,
disqualification of trial judge, appeal, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former
section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-65. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-65, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 73; 1995, ch. 200, §
5; 1999, ch. 278, § 18; 2003, ch. 244, § 8; 2009, ch. 278, § 22; repealed by Laws 2018,
ch. 79, 8 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-65 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 73, relating to contest of elections, preservation of ballots, ballots

defined, application for order, deposit, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former
section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-66. Repealed.



History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-66, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 74; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-66 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 74, relating to contest of elections, order of impoundment,
subsequent orders, access, termination of order, disposition of deposit, effective July 1,
2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-67. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-67, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 75; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-67 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 75, relating to contest of election, burden of proof, effective July
1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-68. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-68, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 76; 1999, ch. 278, §
19; 2001, ch. 197, § 8; 2009, ch. 278, § 23; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-68 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 76, relating to recount, recheck, application, costs, effective July
1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-69. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-69, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 77; 1999, ch. 278, §
20; 2003, ch. 244, § 9; 2009, ch. 278, § 24; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-69 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 77, relating to recount, recheck, proceedings, effective July 1,
2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.



3-8-70. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-70, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 78; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-70 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 78, relating to recount, recheck, recanvass, effective July 1,

2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-71. Repealed.
History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-71, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 79; 1995, ch. 200, §
6; 1997, ch. 266, § 16; 1999, ch. 278, § 21; 2003, ch. 244, § 10; 2009, ch. 278, § 25;
repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-71 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 79, relating to preservation of election information, effective July

1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-8-72. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-72, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 80; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-72 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 80, relating to penalties, applicability, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-73. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-73, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 81; repealed by
Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-73 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 81, relating to unlawful opening of ballot box or voting machine,



penalty, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-74. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-74, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 82; 1999, ch. 278, §
22; 2003, ch. 244, § 11; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-74 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 82, relating to unlawful possession of keys, absentee ballot,

penalty, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-75. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-75, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 83; 1999, ch. 278, §
23; 2003, ch. 244, § 12; 2009, ch. 278, § 26; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-75 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 83, relating to false voting, falsifying election documents, false

swearing, penalty, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017
NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-76. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-76, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 84; 1987, ch. 323, 8
24; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-76 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 84, relating to offering a bribe, accepting a bribe, intimidation,

penalty, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-77. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-77, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 85; 1997, ch. 266, §
17; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS



Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-8-77 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 85, relating to electioneering too close to polling place,
obstructing polling place, disturbing polling place, penalty, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-78. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-78, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 86; 1997, ch. 266, §
18; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-78 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 86, relating to coercion of employees, permitting prisoners to
vote, malfeasance by messengers, unlawful use or possession of liquor or illegal drugs,

penalty, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-79. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-8-79, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 87; 1999, ch. 278, §
24; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-8-79 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 87, relating to conspiracy, general penalty, violation by municipal

clerk, penalty, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017
NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-80. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-8-80, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 88; 1999, ch. 278, §
25; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-8-80 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 88, relating to uniform procedure, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-8-81 to 3-8-95. Repealed.

ANNOTATIONS



Repeals. — Laws 2003, ch. 244, § 20, effective June 20, 2003, repealed Sections 3-8-
81 to 3-8-95 NMSA 1978, relating to early voting. For provisions of former sections, see
the 2002 NMSA 1978 on the NMOneSource.com.

ARTICLE 9
Absentee Voting (Repealed.)

3-9-1. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8A-2, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 2; 1978 Comp., §
3-9-2, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-9-1 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 89; 2003, ch. 244,
8 13; 2009, ch. 278, § 27; 2015, ch. 145, § 87; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-9-1 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1973, ch. 375, § 2, relating to definitions, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former
section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-2. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8A-1 enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, 8 1; 1975, ch. 75, 8 1;
1978 Comp., § 3-9-1, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-9-3 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 91;
1993, ch. 22, § 4; 1999, ch. 278, § 26; 2009, ch. 278, § 29; repealed by Laws 2015, ch.
145, § 101.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2015, ch. 145, § 101 repealed 3-9-2 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1973, ch. 375, 8 4, relating to certain applications constitute registration, effective
July 1, 2015. For provisions of the former section, see the 2014 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-9-3. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-8A-1 enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 1; 1975, ch. 75, 8§ 1;
1978 Comp., 8§ 3-9-1, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-9-3 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 91;
1993, ch. 22, § 4; 1999, ch. 278, § 26; 2009, ch. 278, § 29; 2015, ch. 145, § 88;
repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-9-3 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1973, ch. 375, § 1, relating to absentee voting, regular or special municipal elections,



right to vote, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017
NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-4. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8A-3, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 3; 1978 Comp., §
3-9-3, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-9-4 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 92; 1987, ch. 323,
§ 25; 1993, ch. 22, § 5; 1999, ch. 278, § 27; 2001, ch. 197, § 10; 2003, ch. 244, § 14;
2009, ch. 278, § 30; 2015, ch. 145, § 89; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-9-4 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1973, ch. 375, § 3, relating to absentee ballot application, rejection, acceptance,
issuance of absentee ballot, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see
the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-5. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8A-6, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 6; 1978 Comp., §
3-9-6, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-9-5 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 93; 1999, ch. 278,
§ 28; 2001, ch. 105, § 2; 2009, ch. 278, § 32; 2015, ch. 145, § 90; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-9-5 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1973, ch. 375, § 6, relating to absentee ballot register, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-6. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8A-7, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 7; 1978 Comp., §
3-9-7, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-9-6 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 94; 1993, ch. 22, §
6; 1995, ch. 98, § 1; 1997, ch. 266, § 19; 1999, ch. 278, § 29; 2009, ch. 278, § 33; 2015,
ch. 145, 8§ 91; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-9-6 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1973, ch. 375, § 7, relating to form of absentee ballot, form of absentee ballot

envelopes, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-7. Repealed.



History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8A-8, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 8; 1978 Comp., §
3-9-8, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8§ 3-9-7 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 95; 1995, ch. 98, §
2; 1995, ch. 200, § 7; 1997, ch. 266, § 20; 1999, ch. 278, § 30; 2003, ch. 244, § 15;
2009, ch. 278, § 34; 2015, ch. 145, § 92; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-9-7 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1973, ch. 375, § 8, relating to manner of voting, use of an electronic voting device,
effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-9-8. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8A-9, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, 8§ 9; 1978 Comp., §
3-9-9, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-9-8 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 96; 1999, ch. 278,
§ 31; 2003, ch. 244, § 16; 2009, ch. 278, § 35; 2015, ch. 145, § 93; repealed by Laws

2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-9-8 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws
1973, ch. 375, § 9, relating to care of absentee ballots, destruction of unused ballots by

municipal clerk, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017
NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-9. Repealed.
History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8A-10, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 10; 1978 Comp.,
§ 3-9-10, recompiled as 1978 Comp., 8 3-9-9 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 97; 1995, ch.
200, 8 8; 1999, ch. 278, § 32; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-9-9 NMSA 1978, as enacted by Laws

1973, ch. 375, § 10, relating to absent voter precinct, effective July 1, 2018. For
provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-10. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-9-10, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 98; 1995, ch. 200, §
9; 1999, ch. 278, 8§ 33; 2003, ch. 244, § 17; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS



Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-9-10 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 98, relating to delivery of absentee ballots to absent voter
precinct, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-11. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., § 3-9-11, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 99; 1995, ch. 98, §3;
1995, ch. 200, § 10; 2009, ch. 278, § 36; 2015, ch. 145, § 94; repealed by Laws 2018,
ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-9-11 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 99, relating to handling absentee ballots by absent voter precinct

boards, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-12. Repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-9-12, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 100; 2009, ch. 278, §
37; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-9-12 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1985, ch. 208, 8§ 100, relating to canvass, recount or recheck, disposition,

effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on
NMOneSource.com.

3-9-13. Repealed.
History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-8A-11, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 11; 1978 Comp.,
§ 3-9-11, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-9-13 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 101; 1999, ch.
278, 8§ 34; 2003, ch. 244, § 18; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175 repealed 3-9-13 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1973, ch. 375, 8 11, relating to voting in person prohibited, effective July 1, 2018.
For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-13.1. Repealed.



History: Laws 2003, ch. 244, § 19; 2009, ch. 278, § 38; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79,
8§ 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-9-13.1 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 2003, ch. 244, § 19, relating to absentee ballot, conduct of election, when not
timely received, emergency procedure for voting and counting, effective July 1, 2018.
For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-14. Repealed.
ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 1999, ch. 278, 8§ 53 repealed 3-9-14 NMSA 1978, enacted by Laws
1973, ch. 375, § 12, as amended by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 102, relating to the
cancellation of absentee ballots at death, effective June 18, 1999. For provisions of
former section, see the 1998 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-15. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-8A-13, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 13; 1978 Comp.,
§ 3-9-13, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-9-15 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 103; 1999, ch.
278, 8§ 35; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 175 repealed 3-9-15 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1973, ch. 375, 8§ 13, relating to watchers, challengers, and observers for absent
voter precinct, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017
NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-9-16. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-8A-14, enacted by Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 14; 1978 Comp.,
§ 3-9-14, recompiled as 1978 Comp., § 3-9-16 by Laws 1985, ch. 208, § 104; 1999, ch.
278, 8§ 36; 2009, ch. 278, 8§ 39; repealed by Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-9-16 NMSA 1978, as enacted by

Laws 1973, ch. 375, § 14, relating to penalties, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of
former section, see the 2017 NMSA 1978 on NMOneSource.com.



ARTICLE 10
Municipal Officers; Qualifications; Compensation,;
Removal from Office

3-10-1. Officers: elective; term of office.

A. The elective officers of a municipality having a mayor-council form of government
are:

(1) one mayor,
(2) the members of the governing body; and
(3) amunicipal judge.

B. The elective officers of a municipality having a commission-manager form of
government are:

(1) five commissioners; and
(2) amunicipal judge.

C. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this section, a municipality with
a population of five hundred persons or less in the last federal decennial census shall
not have a municipal judge if it adopts an effective ordinance in accordance with the
provisions of Subsection B of Section 35-14-1 NMSA 1978.

D. In every noncharter municipality, except those noncharter municipalities having a
commission-manager form of government or electing members of the governing body
from districts, the terms of office for the mayor and members of the governing body shall
be four years. The term of office for members of the governing body shall be staggered
so that the terms of office for one-half of the members of the governing body will expire
every two years.

E. Any elected municipal official whose term of office has expired shall continue in
that office until a successor is elected and has taken office pursuant to the provisions of
the Local Election Act [Chapter 1, Article 22 NMSA 1978].

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-9-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1984, ch. 30, § 1;
1985, ch. 208, § 105; 2018, ch. 79, § 51.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For definition of "mayor”, see 3-1-2 NMSA 1978.



For Tort Claims Act, see 41-4-1 NMSA 1978.

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, removed a reference to the repealed
Municipal Election Code; and in Subsection E, after "pursuant to the provisions of",
deleted "Municipal Election Code" and added "Local Election Act".

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 172 provided:

A. The term of an elected local government officer that was set to expire on or
before June 30, 2020 pursuant to the governing statutes of that local government in
effect before the effective date of this act shall expire on December 31, 2019, and that
officer’s successor shall be elected in the regular local election held on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday of November 2019 for a term beginning on January 1, 2020.

B. The term of an elected local government officer that was set to expire on or after
July 1, 2020 but on or before June 30, 2022 pursuant to the governing statutes of that
local government in effect before the effective date of this act shall expire on December
31, 2021, and that officer’s successor shall be elected in the regular local election held
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November 2021 for a term beginning on
January 1, 2022.

C. The term of an elected local government officer that was set to expire on or after
July 1, 2022 pursuant to the governing statutes of that local government in effect before
the effective date of this act shall expire on December 31, 2023, and that officer’s
successor shall be elected in the regular local election held on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday of November 2023 for a term beginning on January 1, 2024.

D. The provisions of this section do not apply to the elections for municipal officers,
the lengthening or shortening of terms of which shall be determined by ordinance of the
municipality opting into having its municipal officers elected at the regular local
elections.

E. The provisions of this section only apply to local government officers whose
elections are subject to the provisions of the Local Election Act but do not apply to
conservancy district or watershed district elections, which are subject to the provisions
of Section 173 of this act.

Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 174 provided that references in law to the Municipal Election Code
and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be references to the Local Election
Act.

The 1985 amendment added "term of office" in the section heading and added
Subsections C, D, and E.

The 1984 amendment added Subsection C.



Section inapplicable to home rule municipality. — This section is not applicable to a
home rule municipality to deny it the power to provide for a different number of city
commissioners than otherwise proscribed because the composition of a municipal
government is a matter of local, not statewide concern, and to construe otherwise would
frustrate the purpose of the home rule amendment, N.M. Const., art. X, § 6. State ex rel.
Haynes v. Bonem, 1992-NMSC-062, 114 N.M. 627, 845 P.2d 150.

Law reviews. — For survey, "Torts: Sovereign and Governmental Immunity in New
Mexico," see 6 N.M.L. Rev. 249 (1976).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 8§ 231 to 268.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 330.

3-10-2. Officers; oath and bond; failure to qualify.

A. Any officer elected or appointed to any municipal office shall take an oath or
affirmation to support the constitution of the United States, the constitution and laws of
New Mexico and to faithfully perform the duties of his office.

B. For the care and disposition of municipal funds in the employee's custody and for
the faithful discharge of the employee's duties, the governing body of the municipality
shall require a corporate surety bond from the treasurer, the police officer and any other
employee it designates. In lieu of individual corporate surety bonds, the governing body
may secure a blanket corporate surety bond. The municipality shall pay for the surety
bond.

C. The governing body of any municipality may declare vacated the office of any
person who fails, within ten days after he has been notified of his election or
appointment to office, to take the oath of office, or to give bond when required.
History: 1953 Comp., § 14-9-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

ANNOTATIONS
Cross references. — For oath of office, see N.M. Const., art. XX, § 1.

For bonds of municipal treasurers, see 6-10-38 NMSA 1978 et seq.

There is no bond required for an elective city council. 1961 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 61-
125.

Amount of treasurer's bond. — Except in cases involving personal sureties, the bond
of the municipal treasurer should be in a sum equal to 20% of the public moneys



received by such treasurer during the preceding fiscal year, with a maximum of
$50,000. 1961 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 61-125.

Bond of city clerk where jobs of clerk and treasurer are combined. — Since the
council may require a bond from a city clerk where the jobs of clerk and treasurer are
combined, the council may require a bond from that individual over and above the
amount required by statute for his duties as treasurer. In absence of an ordinance
requiring a bond for the clerk, however, no additional bonding is required. 1961 Op. Att'y
Gen. No. 61-125.

Responsibility of city clerk for office property. — The city clerk would not be
responsible, on the bond, for office property, unless, by stated condition or ordinance
provided, the duties and responsibilities of the clerk were made specific. In the absence
of such delegation of responsibility, the local governing body or the city council must be
looked to for accountability. 1957 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 57-315.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 8§ 291 to 293.

Validity of governmental requirement of oath of allegiance or loyalty, 18 A.L.R.2d 268.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 357 to 359.

3-10-3. Noncharter municipalities; governing bodies;
compensation.

A noncharter municipality may provide by ordinance for the compensation of the
mayor and other individual members of the governing body.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-9-3, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 194, § 1; 1995, ch. 119, § 1.
ANNOTATIONS

Repeals and reenactments. — Laws 1971, ch. 194, § 1, repealed former 14-9-3, 1953
Comp., relating to compensation of municipal officers, and enacted a new section.

The 1995 amendment, effective June 16, 1995, deleted the former second sentence
which read: "Annual compensation paid to the mayor or another member of the
governing body shall not exceed the annual compensation paid to a member of the
board of county commissioners of the county in which the noncharter municipality is
located.”

Compensation of city officials could be fixed only by ordinance, and not by motion.
Ward v. City of Roswell, 1929-NMSC-074, 34 N.M. 326, 281 P. 28.



Application of salary-fixing provisions of municipal code. — The salary-fixing
provisions of the municipal code has reference only to municipalities organized directly
under a code-established plan. 1970 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 70-41.

Officials not to realize salary increase during term. — Subject to its applicable laws,
the governing body of a municipality may enact an ordinance to increase the salary of
its members, but members serving during the term in which such an ordinance is
enacted cannot benefit from the increase during that term. 1981 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 81-
17.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 8§ 258 to 268.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88§ 372 to 390.

3-10-4. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-9-4.1, enacted by Laws 1977, ch. 78, 8 1; repealed by Laws
2011, ch. 138, § 14.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2011, ch. 138, § 14 repealed 3-10-4 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1977, ch. 78, 8 1, relating to financial interests of municipal officers and

employees, effective July 1, 2011. For provisions of former section, see the 2010 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-10-5. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-9-5, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; repealed by Laws
2011, ch. 138, § 14.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2011, ch. 138, § 14 repealed 3-10-5 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to officers disclosure of interest and disqualified from

voting, effective July 1, 2011. For provisions of former section, see the 2010 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-10-6. Officers; extra compensation; penalty.

Any mayor or member of the governing body of a municipality who receives payment
for services rendered by him, contrary to law, is guilty of a misdemeanor. The fine shall
be paid into the general fund of the municipality.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-9-6, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.



3-10-7. Officers; removal for malfeasance in office; complaint;
jurisdiction of district court; hearing; serving notice.

Any person elected or appointed to an elective office of a municipality may be
removed for malfeasance in office by the district court upon complaint of the mayor or
governing body of the municipality. Any such officer is entitled to a hearing at a time
fixed by the court after not less than ten days' notice of such proceedings by service, as
in the case of summons in civil actions, with a copy of the complaint filed in the
proceedings.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-9-8, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS
Cross references. — For removal of local officers, see 10-4-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.

"Malfeasance" defined. — The term "malfeasance” has been variously defined as a
comprehensive term which includes any wrongful conduct affecting performance of
official duties, or as a wrongful act which the actor had no legal right to do, or any
wrongful conduct which affects, interrupts or interferes with performance of official
duties, or an act for which there is no authority or warrant of law or which a person
ought not to do at all, or the unjust performance of some act, which party performing it
has no right, or doing an act which is wholly wrongful and unlawful and which an officer
has no authority to do, and if the act is discretionary it must have been done with an
improper or corrupt motive. Arellano v. Lopez, 1970-NMSC-058, 81 N.M. 389, 467 P.2d
715.

Proof required of malfeasance. — Malfeasance should never be inferred or elected
officials removed from the office to which the public has elected them without strong
proof of willful and knowing wrongdoing. Arellano v. Lopez, 1970-NMSC-058, 81 N.M.
389, 467 P.2d 715.

When the people of any municipality, in a duly constituted election, select certain
individuals to conduct their local government, those representatives of the people may
be removed from office only upon showing of a perverseness which amounts to
criminality or culpable indifference to their official duties. Arellano v. Lopez, 1970-
NMSC-058, 81 N.M. 389, 467 P.2d 715.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88§ 304 to 326.

Power to remove public officer without notice and hearing, 99 A.L.R. 336.

Power of courts or judges in respect of removal of officers, 118 A.L.R. 170.



Validity of removal or discharge of governmental officer or employee as affected by
absence of member of board or commission from hearing, 171 A.L.R. 175.

Conviction of offense under federal law or law of another state or country as vacating
accused's holding of state or local office or as ground of removal, 20 A.L.R.2d 732.

Injunction as remedy against removal of public officer, 34 A.L.R.2d 554.

Assertion of immunity as ground for removing or discharging public officer or employee,
44 A.L.R.2d 789.

Infamous crime or one involving moral turpitude constituting disqualification to hold
public office, 52 A.L.R.2d 1314.

Conviction under federal law or law of another state or county, effect on right to vote or
hold public office, 39 A.L.R.3d 303.

Misconduct during previous term, removal of public officer for, 42 A.L.R.3d 691.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 419 to 441.

3-10-8. Officers; delivery of records.

Any officer who vacates his office shall forthwith deliver to his successor all money,
records, property or other things in his charge and belonging to the municipality.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-9-9, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

ARTICLE 11
Mayor-Council Municipality; Mayor
3-11-1. Powers of mayor; applicability.

The provisions of Sections 3-11-1 through 3-11-7 NMSA 1978 are applicable only to
those municipalities governed under the mayor-council form of government, and which
have not elected to be governed under the commission-manager form of government.
History: 1953 Comp., § 14-10-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For definition of "mayor”, see 3-1-2 NMSA 1978.

For municipal officers, see 3-10-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.



Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions § 281.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 8§ 370.

3-11-2. Mayor; vacated office; appointment by governing body.

In case of the death, disability, resignation or change of residence, from the
municipality, of the mayor, the governing body shall appoint by majority vote a qualified
elector to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term of office.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-10-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For election of mayor pro tem by governing body in the absence
of the mayor, see 3-12-3 NMSA 1978.

Office of mayor is not vacant so long as present mayor retains authority to
conduct the affairs of that office. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-106.

The fact that a mayor may have tendered to the city council a prospective
resignation effective at a future date does not compromise or defeat his legal authority
to act as mayor until that date. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-106.

When successor to resigning mayor acquires authority. — Although the city council
may choose the successor to a resigning mayor before the effective date of the present
mayor's resignation, the successor does not acquire any authority or power by way of
that selection and may not assume such power or authority until the office becomes
vacant. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-106.

A resigning mayor may not appoint his successor. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-106.

Members of the city council possess the authority to select a resigning mayor's
successor. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-106.

Resigning mayor authorized to cast tie-breaking vote. — Since it is contemplated
that the city council's action in selecting a resigning mayor's successor would be taken
before the effective date of the former's resignation, the resigning mayor would be
authorized to cast a deciding vote in the event of a tie on the choice of a successor.
1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-106.

3-11-3. Mayor; presiding officer of governing body; limitation on
vote.



The mayor of a municipality is the presiding officer of the governing body. In all
municipalities the mayor shall vote only when there is a tie vote.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-10-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Discharge of municipal employee. — In a mayor-council form of municipal
government which has four councilmen and a mayor, who votes only to break a tie vote,
where one councilman voted against the discharge of a municipal employee, while two
councilmen and the mayor voted in favor of his termination, and one councilman was
absent, the vote did not result in a valid discharge, which could only result from three
councilmen voting in favor thereof, or a tie vote, broken by the mayor in favor of
termination. However, it was not error for the trial court to concede that the vote was
improper but nonetheless refuse to grant the equitable relief requested because even if
the absent councilman had voted against termination there would have been a tie,
which the mayor's vote would have broken. Abeyta v. Town of Taos, 499 F.2d 323 (10th
Cir. 1974).

A mayor is counted for purposes of a quorum, but his vote is counted only if there is
a tie vote of the councilmen present at a meeting. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-148.

Mayor's voting rights.. — A mayor always has the right to break a tie vote even when
a supermajority vote is required. This opinion letter overrules 1990 Op. Att'y Gen No.
90-02. 2003 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 03-02.

Three-fourths vote requirement. — If a municipal ordinance requires the vote of
three-fourths of the entire membership of the municipal board of trustees to decide a
guestion, the mayor's vote is not counted in the event of tie. 1990 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 90-
02, overruled by 2003 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 03-02.

In the case of a municipal zoning ordinance requiring the approval of three of the four
trustees on the board of trustees, if only two of the trustees were to vote for a particular
action, the mayor does not vote and the action is defeated. 1990 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 90-
02, overruled by 2003 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 03-02.

Councilman presiding as mayor pro tem. — A councilman who is elected to preside
over a meeting as mayor pro tem may vote, not as the mayor, who can only vote to
break ties, but pursuant to his right to vote as a councilman. 1989 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 89-
13.

Tie-breaking vote on choice of resigning mayor's successor. — A resigning mayor

would be authorized to cast a deciding vote in the event of a tie on the choice of a
successor. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-106.

3-11-4. Mayor; chief executive officer; powers.



The mayor is the chief executive officer and shall:
A. cause the ordinances and regulations of the municipality to be obeyed;

B. exercise, within the municipality, powers conferred upon sheriffs of counties to
suppress disorders and keep the peace; and

C. perform other duties, compatible with his office, which the governing body may
require.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-10-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Immunity. — Because a mayor's duties are not principally those of a direct law
enforcement nature, a mayor is immune from suit under the Tort Claims Act. Montes v.
Gallegos, 812 F. Supp. 1165 (D.N.M. 1992).

Warrantless arrest. — If the conduct of the plaintiff at the time appeared reasonably to
the mayor and police chief to amount to a disturbance of the peace, or to be otherwise
unlawful in its nature, committed as it was in the presence of the mayor and chief of
police, then they were authorized to arrest the plaintiff without a warrant. Cherry v.
Williams, 1957-NMSC-086, 63 N.M. 244, 316 P.2d 880.

Dual office holding. — The duties imposed upon the mayor by this section are not
incompatible with those of a district attorney, and both offices may be filled by the same
person contemporaneously. State ex rel. Chapman v. Truder, 1930-NMSC-049, 35 N.M.
49, 289 P. 594.

Law enforcement responsibilities of the mayor. — A mayor’s authority to exercise
"powers conferred upon sheriffs of counties to suppress disorders and keep the peace”
gives the mayor some law enforcement functions but does not make the mayor a law
enforcement officer. The limited law enforcement functions conferred upon a mayor
under this section do not give the mayor discretionary authority over enforcement
actions against, or prosecution of, persons who violate city ordinances, but, rather, a
mayor may act to suppress disorders and keep the peace indirectly through the police.
Authority of City Manager in a Mayor-Council Municipality (6/23/22), Att'y Gen. Adv. Ltr.
2022-02.

Law reviews. — For article, "Prisoners Are People,” see 10 Nat. Resources J. 869
(2970).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions § 281.

Prohibition as means of controlling action of mayor, 115 A.L.R. 14, 159 A.L.R. 627.


https://nmonesource.com/nmos/ag/en/item/18586/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/ag/en/item/18586/index.do

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 370.

3-11-5. Mayor; appointment of officers after election.

A. At the organizational meeting of the governing body, the mayor shall submit, for
confirmation by the governing body, the names of persons who shall fill the appointive
offices of the municipality and the names of persons who shall be employed by the
municipality. If the governing body fails to confirm any person as an appointive official or
employee of the municipality, the mayor at the next regular meeting of the governing
body shall submit the name of another person to fill the appointed office or to be
employed by the municipality.

B. Any person holding an appointed office at the time of the municipal election shall
continue in that office until the person's successor has been appointed and is qualified.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-10-5, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, § 106;
2018, ch. 79, § 52.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, removed a reference to the repealed
Municipal Election Code, and made a minor technical change; and in Subsection A,
after "meeting of the governing body", deleted "which shall be scheduled pursuant to
Section 3-8-33 NMSA 1978 of the Municipal Election Code".

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to
the Municipal Election Code and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be
references to the Local Election Act.

The 1985 amendment substituted "which shall be scheduled pursuant to Section 3-8-
33 NMSA 1978 of the Municipal Election Code" for "which shall be held on the second
Monday following the election" near the beginning of Subsection A.

Confirmation required. — The power to appoint being in the mayor, subject to
"confirmation by the governing body," there can be no appointment until the
confirmation has been obtained. Arellano v. Lopez, 1970-NMSC-058, 81 N.M. 389, 467
P.2d 715.

Term of office of a chief of police. — A municipality's chief of police cannot have an
indefinite term of office because the term is dependent on the results of each biennial
municipal election, an appointment by the mayor at the organizational meeting following
the election, and confirmation by the governing body. The term of office for a chief of
police begins with the organizational meeting confirming the mayor's appointment and
lasts until the next organizational meeting held following the next general election. City
of Artesia v. PERA of N.M., 2014-NMCA-009, cert. denied, 2013-NMCERT-011.



Where the city appointed plaintiff as chief of police in September 2006 without
specifying the end date of plaintiff's term of office; at the time of the appointment,
plaintiff was a PERA retiree and 10-11-8(D) NMSA 1978 contained a chief of police
exemption that permitted plaintiff to receive both a pension and a salary; in 2010, 10-11-
8 NMSA 1978 was amended to remove the exemption and require that the pension of a
PERA retiree appointed as chief of police after July 1, 2010 be suspended; defendant
sought to suspend plaintiff's pension after the city's March 2012 election; and plaintiff
claimed that because plaintiff's appointment was for an indefinite term, the exemption
remained in effect until plaintiff's term of office terminated, plaintiff's term of office
commenced following the March 2010 municipal election and ended when the city held
its organizational meeting following the March 2012 election, because municipal
appointees serve definitive terms of two years subject to reappointment at the
municipality's organizational meeting following each biennial municipal election. City of
Artesia v. PERA of N.M., 2014-NMCA-009, cert. denied, 2013-NMCERT-011.

Failure to submit name at organizational meeting. — Subsection A of this section
and Subsection A of 3-11-6 NMSA 1978 should be read in conjunction with one
another; therefore, the failure of a mayor to submit a name to the governing body for
appointment to office at the organizational meeting does not preclude him or her from
doing so at subsequent meetings. 1988 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 88-74.

Employment of officers requires affirmation by absolute majority. — The
employment of municipal officers and employees requires affirmation by an absolute
majority of the city council regardless of how many members are present and voting.
1982 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 82-08.

This section specifically prohibits the naming of the same person for the same
position where the governing body has failed to confirm the name when first submitted.
1966 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 66-147.

Words "confirmation,” "confirm" and "approved" have the same meaning and can
be used interchangeably. 1966 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 66-147.

There is no restriction whatever placed on the mayor's discretion as to the names
he submits. 1966 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 66-61.

3-11-6. Mayor; authority to appoint, supervise and discharge
employees.

A. Subject to the approval of a majority of all members of the governing body, the
mayor shall:

(1) appoint all officers and employees except those holding elective office;
and



(2)  designate an employee to perform any service authorized by the
governing body.

B. The mayor may appoint temporary employees as required for the proper
administration of municipal affairs. The employee shall serve only until the next regular
meeting of the governing body at which a quorum is present. The temporary
employment shall cease and the employee shall not be reappointed unless his
appointment is confirmed by the governing body. A temporary employee is entitled to
the usual, ordinary and reasonable compensation for services rendered to the
municipality.

C. The mayor shall:
(1)  supervise the employees of the municipality;

(2)  examine the grounds of reasonable complaint made against any
employee; and

(3) cause any violations or neglect of the employees' duties to be corrected
promptly or reported to the proper authority for correction and punishment.

D. Subject to the limitation of a merit system ordinance adopted as authorized in
Section 3-13-4 NMSA 1978:

(1) the governing body may discharge an appointed official or employee by a
majority of all the members of the governing body;

(2) the mayor may discharge an appointed official or employee upon the
approval of a majority of all the members of the governing body; or

(3) the mayor may suspend an appointed official or employee until the next
regular meeting of the governing body at which time the suspension shall be approved
or disapproved by a majority of all the members of the governing body. If the
suspension of the appointed official or employee is disapproved by the governing body,
the suspended appointed official or employee shall be paid the compensation he was
entitled to receive during the time of his suspension.

E. Any appointed official or employee who is discharged shall:

(1)  upon his request, be given, by the mayor in writing, a list of reasons for his
discharge; and

(2) be paid any vacation pay which he may have accrued.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-10-6, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.



ANNOTATIONS

Mayoral control of judicial branch unconstitutional. — Any statutory scheme under
which the executive and legislative branches of a municipal government can control or
exercise the inherent powers of the judiciary would be violative of N.M. Const., art. Il
and art. VI, 8 1. Mowrer v. Rusk, 1980-NMSC-113, 95 N.M. 48, 618 P.2d 886.

Approval required. — The power to appoint being in the mayor, "subject to the
approval of a majority of all members of the governing body," there can be no
appointment until the approval has been obtained. Arellano v. Lopez, 1970-NMSC-058,
81 N.M. 389, 467 P.2d 715.

Authority to discharge not superseded by city manager's authority. — There is
nothing in 3-14-14A(2) NMSA 1978 to indicate that the mayor's and/or city council's
authority to discharge and employ under Subsection D of this section is superseded by
the city manager's authority to discharge persons in administrative service. Sanchez v.
City of Belen, 1982-NMCA-070, 98 N.M. 57, 644 P.2d 1046, cert. denied, 98 N.M. 336,
648 P.2d 794.

Village clerk-treasurer not subject to merit system. — A village clerk-treasurer was
an appointed official under 3-12-4 NMSA 1978 to whom the village had no authority to
apply its merit system ordinance adopted under 3-13-4 NMSA 1978. Construing the
word "employees" in 3-13-4 NMSA 1978 as not including appointed officers conforms to
common usage. Webb v. Village of Ruidoso Downs, 1994-NMCA-026, 117 N.M. 253,
871 P.2d 17, cert. denied, 117 N.M. 524, 873 P.2d 270.

Court personnel excluded from general merit system. — Personnel directly
employed by the courts cannot constitutionally be included in a general merit system or
ordinance. Mowrer v. Rusk, 1980-NMSC-113, 95 N.M. 48, 618 P.2d 886.

Discharge of municipal employee held invalid but requested relief refused. — In a
mayor-council form of municipal government which has four councilmen and a mayor,
who votes only to break a tie vote, where one councilman voted against the discharge
of a municipal employee, while two councilmen and the mayor voted in favor of his
termination, and one councilman was absent, the vote did not result in a valid
discharge, which could only result from three councilmen voting in favor thereof, or a tie
vote, broken by the mayor in favor of termination. However, it was not error for the trial
court to concede that the vote was improper but nonetheless refuse to grant the
equitable relief requested because even if the absent councilman had voted against
termination there would have been a tie, which the mayor's vote would have broken.
Abeyta v. Town of Taos, 499 F.2d 323 (10th Cir. 1974).

Failure to submit name at organizational meeting. — Subsection A of Section 3-11-5
NMSA 1978 and Subsection A of this section should be read in conjunction with one
another; therefore, the failure of a mayor to submit a name to the governing body for



appointment to office at the organizational meeting does not preclude him or her from
doing so at subsequent meetings. 1988 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 88-74.

Absolute majority of council required to affirm employment of municipal
employees. — The employment of municipal officers and employees requires
affirmation by an absolute majority of the city council regardless of how many members
are present and voting. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 82-08.

A "majority" of the governing body is one more than half of the councilmen
present at the vote. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-148.

Words "confirmation,” "confirm" and "approved" have the same meaning and can
be used interchangeably. 1966 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 66-147.

Mayor's firing power stems from statutory hiring power. In the absence of legal
restraint, the power to appoint simply carries with it as an incident thereto the power to
remove. 1963 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 63-74 (rendered under former law).

Actual hiring requires the concurrence of a majority of the city council. 1962 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 62-103.

Temporary employees. — The mayor is precluded from again temporarily appointing
or employing individuals to the same position after the holding of the next regular
meeting of the town board, at which a quorum is present, and where there has been a
failure or refusal of the town board to confirm such employee. In the event such
employee's name is not submitted to the next regular town board, where there is a
guorum present, or where the appointment fails to obtain approval from the board, the
employee may not thereafter be continued in the same position or reappointed by the
mayor for such temporary, extra or emergency employment without his name first being
submitted to the town board and approved by them. 1962 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 62-68.

Appointment and discharge of city manager. — The mayor is responsible for
appointing the city manager and is empowered to remove him, although his
appointment or removal is subject to the city council's approval. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No.
87-69.

Law reviews. — For article, "Prisoners Are People,” see 10 Nat. Resources J. 869
(2970).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 249, 251, 309 et seq.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 355, 418 to 441.

3-11-7. Additional powers of mayor.



The mayor shall sign all commissions, licenses and permits granted by the
governing body, and other acts that the law or ordinances may require, or the
commissions, licenses and permits may be authenticated as authorized under the
Uniform Facsimile Signature of Public Officials Act [6-9-1 to 6-9-6 NMSA 1978].

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-10-7, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

ARTICLE 12
Governing Body of Municipality

3-12-1. Vacancy on governing body.

Any vacancy on the governing body of a mayor-council municipality shall be filled by
appointment of a qualified elector by the mayor of the municipality, with the advice and
consent of the governing body. Any qualified elector appointed to fill a vacancy on the
governing body shall serve until the next regular local election, at which time a qualified
elector shall be elected to fill the remaining unexpired term, if any.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-11-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1973, ch. 129, § 1;
1985, ch. 208, § 107; 2018, ch. 79, § 53.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, removed a provision giving mayors the
authority to call special elections for the purpose of filling a vacancy on the governing
body of a mayor-council municipality; deleted subsection designation "A." and in former
Subsection A, deleted "Except as provided in Subsection B of this section”, after "next
regular”, deleted "municipal” and added "local", and after "election”, deleted "or any
special election called in accordance with Subsection B of this section”; and deleted
former Subsection B, which related to special elections called for the purpose of filling
vacancies on a governing body.

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to
the Municipal Election Code and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be
references to the Local Election Act.

The 1985 amendment added the second sentence in Subsection B.

Advice and consent required. — The power to appoint being in the mayor, "with the
advice and consent of the governing body," there can be no appointment until the
advice and consent has been obtained. Arellano v. Lopez, 1970-NMSC-058, 81 N.M.
389, 467 P.2d 715.



Nature of governing body. — A governing body is a continuous body although, by
expiration of terms and vacancies, there may be changes in the membership. Ackerman
v. Baird, 1938-NMSC-013, 42 N.M. 233, 76 P.2d 947.

"Next regular municipal election”. — The phrase "next regular municipal election™ in
Subsection A refers to the next regular election immediately following the appointment.
1989 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 89-11.

Special election not held. — Under Subsection A, if no special election is held, an
appointee's term lasts until the next regular municipal election in point of time after his
appointment. The person elected at such election serves out the remainder of the
unexpired term of the vacated office, if any. 1989 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 89-11.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions § 254.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 8§ 213 to 217.

3-12-1.1. Election of members of governing bodies; requiring
residency.

Except as provided in Section 3-12-2 NMSA 1978, members of governing bodies,
excluding mayors, of municipalities having a population in excess of ten thousand shall
reside in and be elected from single-member districts. If any member of the governing
body permanently removes his residence from or maintains no residence in the district
from which he was elected, he shall be deemed to have resigned. Once, following every
federal decennial census, the governing body of the municipality shall divide the
municipality into a number of districts equal to the number of members on the governing
body. Such districts shall be compact and contiguous and composed of populations as
nearly equal as practicable; provided that the governing body of H class counties and of
any municipality having a population of ten thousand or less may provide for single-
member districts as provided in this section.

History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-12-1.1, enacted by Laws 1985, ch. 203, § 1; 1987, ch. 287, §
1; 1992, ch. 6, § 1.

ANNOTATIONS
Cross references. — For class H counties, see 4-44-3 NMSA 1978.
The 1992 amendment, effective May 20, 1992, substituted "Except as provided in
Section 3-12-2 NMSA 1978" for "Notwithstanding any other provision of the Municipal

Code" in the first sentence and substituted "H class" for "class H" in the last sentence.

The 1987 amendment, effective June 19, 1987, added the second sentence.



Constitutionality. — Although this section applies only to municipalities of over 10,000
population, it is not unconstitutional as written. Casuse v. City of Gallup, 1987-NMSC-
112,106 N.M. 571, 746 P.2d 1103.

Equal protection. — This section does not violate equal protection rights of the
residents of Los Alamos County by exempting the county from the requirement of
single-member districts. Montano v. Los Alamos Cnty., 1996-NMCA-108, 122 N.M. 454,
926 P.2d 307.

Exemption from requirement for single-member districts. — The proviso of this
section stating that H class counties may provide for single-member districts
unambiguously exempted Los Alamos County from the requirement that members of
the governing body be elected from single-member districts. Montano v. Los Alamos
Cnty., 1996-NMCA-108, 122 N.M. 454, 926 P.2d 307.

This section invalidates Gallup's home rule election charter that allows at-large
elections for city councilors. Casuse v. City of Gallup, 1987-NMSC-112, 106 N.M. 571,
746 P.2d 1103.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions § 147.

"At-large" elections as violation of § 2 of Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 USCS § 1973),
92 A.L.R. Fed. 824.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 213 to 217.

3-12-2. Governing body; corporate authority; legislative body;
members of council and boards of trustees; quorum.

A. The corporate authority of a municipality is vested in the governing body that
shall constitute the legislative branch of the municipality and shall not perform any
executive functions except those functions assigned to it by law.

B. A majority of the members of the governing body is a quorum for the purpose of
transacting business.

C. Unless otherwise provided by law, a question before the governing body shall be
decided by a majority vote of the members present.

D. The governing body of a municipality having a mayor-council form of government
is the council or board of trustees whose members are the mayor and not less than four
or more than ten councilmen or trustees. Any governing body of more than six
councilmen or trustees may provide by ordinance for the election of two councilmen or
trustees for each ward or district or create or abolish wards or districts or alter the



boundary of existing wards or districts; provided that only one councilman or trustee
shall be elected from a ward or district at any one election.

E. In those municipalities with a mayor-council form of government, when there is a
requirement that a certain fraction or percentage of the members of the entire governing
body or of all the members of the governing body or of the entire membership of the
governing body or other similar language other than the requirement of a simple
majority vote for the measure, the mayor shall not be counted in determining the actual
number of votes needed but he shall vote to break a tie vote as provided in Section 3-
11-3 NMSA 1978 unless he has declared a conflict of interest.

F. The governing body of a municipality may redistrict the municipality whenever
redistricting is warranted. Upon petition signed by qualified electors equal in number to
the votes cast for the councilman or trustee receiving the greatest number of votes at
the last regular municipal election, the governing body of the municipality shall redistrict
the municipality.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-11-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 203, § 2;
1992, ch. 6, 8§ 2; 2003, ch. 208, § 1.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For mayor as presiding officer of governing body, see 3-11-3
NMSA 1978.

For mayor as chief executive officer, see 3-11-4 NMSA 1978.

For sale or lease of property, see 3-54-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.

For public meetings of policy-making bodies, see 10-15-1 to 10-15-4 NMSA 1978.
For monthly summary of minutes, see 10-17-1 to 10-17-3 NMSA 1978.

For publication of proceedings, see 14-11-11 NMSA 1978.

The 1985 amendment substituted "Any governing body of more than six councilmen or
trustees" for "The governing body" and deleted "one or" following "for the election of"
near the beginning of the second sentence in Subsection D, substituted "provided that
only one councilman or trustee shall be elected from a ward at any one election” for "or
provide for the election of councilmen or trustees on an at-large basis" at the end of the
second sentence in Subsection D, and added Subsection F.

The 1992 amendment, effective May 20, 1992, in Subsection D, substituted "or" for
"nor" preceding "more" in the first sentence and inserted "or district” and "or districts"
several times in the second sentence; and, in Subsection F, substituted "councilman or
trustee" for "commissioner" in the second sentence.



The 2003 amendment, effective June 20, 2003, in Subsection E, substituted "with a
mayor-council form of government, when" for "where a mayor has no vote except in
case of a tie vote and" near the beginning, added "but he shall vote to break a tie vote
as provided in Section 3-11-3 NMSA 1978 unless he has declared a conflict of interest"
at the end.

Validity of acts of de facto city council. — Where for 10 years the only governing
body a city has had has been a council of four members, one from each ward, and the
acts of such governing body have been acquiesced in by the inhabitants of the city,
contracts have been made and enforced, relations had with county and state
governments, bonds issued in good faith and its contracts relied on by private citizens,
its acts would be considered valid. Ackerman v. Baird, 1938-NMSC-013, 42 N.M. 233,
76 P.2d 947.

A mayor is counted for purposes of a quorum. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-148.

Quorum where temporary vacancy of council position exists. — In a mayor-board
of trustees municipality where there is a temporary vacancy of a councilman's position,
a quorum is decided on the basis of the original full membership, even though the local
governing body is at less than full strength. 1971 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 71-46.

A "majority" of the governing body is one more than half of the councilmen
present at the vote. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-148.

Mayor's power to cast tie-breaking vote. — Where the mayor has no vote except in
case of a tie vote of the councilmen and where the councilmen's vote is a tie, the
mayor's vote is counted in determining the simple majority required in favor of the issue.
1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-148.

The mayor of atown is entitled to vote on the question of confirming one of his own
appointments when the other trustees have registered a tie vote. 1960 Op. Att'y Gen.
No. 60-98.

Subsection E of this section contemplates the possibility that the mayor's voting
might be further limited by a local ordinance or by rules of the governing body itself.
1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-148.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 139, 155 to 180.

Libel and slander: statements or utterances by member of municipal council, or of
governing body of other political subdivision, in course of official proceedings, as
privileged, 40 A.L.R.2d 941.

Majority of members of municipal council voting on issue, what constitutes, 43 A.L.R.2d
698.



Abstention from voting of member of municipal council present at session as affecting
requisite voting majority, 63 A.L.R.3d 1072.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 208 to 246.

3-12-2.1. Governing body; mayor-council; change in number of
members.

A. The number of members on the council or board of trustees of a municipality
having a mayor-council form of government may be changed as set forth in this section
provided such number shall not be less than or more than that number specified in
Subsection D of Section 3-12-2 NMSA 1978.

B. A majority of the members elected to the governing body may adopt an
ordinance increasing or decreasing the number of councilmen or trustees of that body
and calling a special election on the question of approving or disapproving the change.

C. The governing body of the municipality shall adopt an election resolution calling a
special election on the question of approving or disapproving a change in the number of
councilmen or trustees if there is filed with the municipal clerk a petition requesting an
election on such a change and the petition is signed by at least five percent of the
number of registered voters of the municipality. The petition shall specify the number of
councilmen in addition to the mayor which shall constitute the governing body of the
municipality. The petition shall be validated by the municipal clerk by verification that it
contains the required number of signatures of registered voters. The election resolution
shall be adopted within ten days after the petition is verified by the municipal clerk.

D. A special election to approve or disapprove a change in the number of
councilmen or trustees shall be held within ninety days after the adoption of the
ordinance as provided in Subsection B of this section or within ninety days after the date
the petition is verified as provided in Subsection C of this section, as the case may be,
or the election may be held in conjunction with a regular municipal election if such
election occurs within ninety days after the adoption of the ordinance or verification of
the petition. The municipality shall pay for the cost of the election.

E. If at an election called pursuant to this section a majority of the registered voters
voting on the question of changing the number of councilmen or trustees vote in favor of
such change, all councilmen or trustees shall serve until their current term of office
expires. At each of the subsequent two regular municipal elections, one-half of the
newly required number of councilmen or trustees shall be elected.

F. If a majority of the registered voters voting on the question of changing the
number of councilmen or trustees disapproves or approves of such change, then such
change in the number of members shall not be considered again for a period of four
years from the date of the election.



History: 1978 Comp., 8 3-12-2.1, enacted by Laws 1981, ch. 198, 8§ 1; 1985, ch. 208, §
108; 1991, ch. 130, 8§ 1.

ANNOTATIONS

The 1985 amendment substituted "a special election” for "an election" near the end of
Subsection B, near the beginning of Subsection C, and at the beginning of Subsection
D, substituted "shall adopt an election resolution” for "shall adopt a resolution” near the
beginning of Subsection C and near the middle of Subsection E, added the last
sentence in Subsection C, substituted "ninety days" for "sixty days" three times in
Subsection D, inserted "after filing of the certificate of canvass in the minute book"
following "within one hundred twenty days" near the middle of Subsection E, and added
the last sentence in Subsection E.

The 1991 amendment, effective June 14, 1991, substituted "ordinance" for "resolution”
in two places in the first sentence in Subsection D and rewrote Subsection E.

3-12-3. Governing body; powers and duties.

A. The governing body of a municipality having a mayor-council form of government
shall:

(1) elect one of its members to act as mayor pro tem in the absence of the
mayor;

(2) possess all powers granted by law, and other municipal powers not
conferred by law or ordinance on another officer of the municipality;

3) manage and control the finances and all property, real and personal,
belonging to the municipality;

(4)  determine the time and place of holding its meetings, which shall be open
to the public;

(5)  determine the rules of its own proceedings;

(6) keep minutes of its proceedings, which shall be open to examination by
any citizen;

(7)  adopt rules and regulations necessary to effect the powers granted
municipalities;

(8) prescribe the compensation and fees to be paid municipal officers and
employees; and



(9) prescribe the powers and duties of those officers whose terms of office or
powers and duties are not defined by law, and impose additional powers and duties
upon those officers whose powers and duties are prescribed by law.

B. The governing body of a municipality having a mayor-council form of government
may remit the fine of any person convicted of a violation of a municipal ordinance.

C. The governing body may compel the attendance of absent members in such
manner and under such penalties it deems desirable.

D. The mayor or a majority of the members of the governing body may call special
meetings by notice to each member of the governing body, personally served or left at
his usual place of residence.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-11-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1967, ch. 146, 8 4.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For mayor as chief executive officer, see 3-11-4 NMSA 1978.

For monthly summary of minutes, see 10-17-1 to 10-17-3 NMSA 1978.

For publication of proceedings of municipal boards, see 14-11-11 NMSA 1978.

Compensation of city officials can be fixed only by ordinance. Ward v. City of
Roswell, 1929-NMSC-074, 34 N.M. 326, 281 P. 28.

Mayor's voting rights. — A mayor always has the right to break a tie vote even when a
supermajority vote is required. This opinion letter overrules 1990 Op. Att'y Gen No. 90-
02, overruled by 2003 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 03-02.

Counting mayor's vote. — If a municipal ordinance requires the vote of three-fourths
of the entire membership of the municipal board of trustees to decide a question, the
mayor's vote is not counted in the event of tie. 1990 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 90-02, overruled
by 2003 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 03-02.

In the case of a municipal zoning ordinance requiring the approval of three of the four
trustees on the board of trustees, if only two of the trustees were to vote for a particular
action, the mayor does not vote and the action is defeated. 1990 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 90-
02, overruled by 2003 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 03-02.

Mayor pro tem voting rights. — A councilman who is elected to preside over a
meeting as mayor pro tem may vote, not as the mayor, who can only vote to break ties,
but pursuant to his right to vote as a councilman. 1989 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 89-13.



Canceling regularly scheduled meeting. — Action by the governing body and not the
mayor, acting alone, is necessary to cancel a regularly scheduled meeting. 1971 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 71-46.

Law reviews. — For article, "Prisoners Are People," see 10 Nat. Resources J. 869
(2970).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 193 to 209.

Contempt, power of municipal council to punish for, 8 A.L.R. 1586.

Civil responsibility of member of municipal council for his vote therein, 22 A.L.R. 125.
Contempt, power of mayor to punish for, 54 A.L.R. 326, 73 A.L.R. 1185.

Judgment against municipality, power of officers to consent to, 67 A.L.R. 1507.

Invalid public money obligation, personal liability of officers to holders of, 87 A.L.R. 273.

Division of money from one fund to another, liability of municipal officers for, 96 A.L.R.
664.

Compromise of claim, power of city officials as to, 105 A.L.R. 170, 15 A.L.R.2d 1359.

Detachment of land from municipality, power of local boards or officers as to, 117 A.L.R.
274.

Municipal league and organizations of similar character, power of municipal corporation
to contribute financially to, 169 A.L.R. 1230.

Validity of zoning ordinance or similar public regulation requiring consent of neighboring
property owners to permit or sanction specified uses or construction of buildings, 21
A.L.R.2d 551.

Validity of regulations as to plumbers and plumbing, 22 A.L.R.2d 816.

Statements or utterances by member of municipal council, or of governing body of other
political subdivision, in course of official proceedings, as privileged, 40 A.L.R.2d 941.

Requisite majority of members of municipal council voting on issue, 43 A.L.R.2d 698.
Validity, under federal constitution, of regulations, rules, or statutes requiring random or

mass drug testing of public employees or persons whose employment is regulated by
state, local, or federal government, 86 A.L.R. Fed. 420.



62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 8§ 138, 151.

3-12-4. Governing body to provide for creation of certain appointive
offices.

A. The governing body of each municipality shall provide for the office of clerk,
treasurer and police officer. The offices of clerk and treasurer may be combined and
one person appointed to perform both functions.

B. The governing body may also provide for the office of an attorney.

C. The governing body may provide for deputy appointed officials who may exercise
the powers granted the appointed officials.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-11-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For Public Employees Retirement Act, see 10-11-1 NMSA 1978
et seq.

Village clerk-treasurer not subject to merit system. — A village clerk-treasurer was
an appointed official under this section to whom the village had no authority to apply its
merit system ordinance adopted under 3-13-4 NMSA 1978. Construing the word
"employees" in 3-13-4 NMSA 1978 as not including appointed officers conforms to
common usage. Webb v. Village of Ruidoso Downs, 1994-NMCA-026, 117 N.M. 253,
871 P.2d 17, cert. denied, 117 N.M. 524, 873 P.2d 270.

Office of a municipal magistrate is not incompatible with that of a city clerk. There
is no inconsistency of function, no subordination and no interference as long as the
clerk is not charged with enforcing any municipal ordinance. If either office is full time,
however, a physical incompatibility exists. 1967 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 67-74.

Municipal clerk not municipal officer. — The duties of a municipal clerk are
essentially ministerial and do not involve the delegation of any of the sovereign power of
the municipality; this necessary element to establish the position of municipal clerk as
an officer of the municipality is not present. 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 79-28.

City manager may also serve as clerk of the municipality, as long as the duties of the
two offices are not incompatible. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-69.

Village clerk. — In villages the village clerk should now be appointed and the
appointment may be of a clerk-treasurer to be held by one person. 1953 Op. Att'y Gen.
No. 53-5856.



Status of policeman. — A city or municipal policeman is not a public official in the
constitutional sense, but rather a public or civil employee. 1957 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 57-
23 and 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 79-28.

No indicia of public office attach to position of municipal attorney. 1979 Op. Att'y
Gen. No. 79-28.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 237 to 240, 243.

Attorney, power of fire, water or health commissioners, or the like, to employ, 2 A.L.R.
1212.

Office, power to abolish or discontinue, 4 A.L.R. 221, 172 A.L.R. 1366.

Attorney, power of municipal corporation to employ, 83 A.L.R. 135.

Offices or positions, validity and effect of ordinance or resolution purporting to create
indefinite number of, and to authorize appointment of, as many persons as shall from

time to time be deemed necessary, 110 A.L.R. 241.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 332 to 334, 336, 355.

ARTICLE 13
Clerk, Police Officer, Manager; Duties

3-13-1. Clerk; duties.
A. The clerk of the municipality shall:

(1)  keep in custody all minutes, ordinances and resolutions approved by the
governing body;

(2) attend all meetings of the governing body;

3) record all proceedings, ordinances and resolutions of the governing body;
and

(4) upon request, furnish copies of municipal records. The clerk may charge a
reasonable fee for the cost of furnishing copies of municipal records.

B. The mayor with the consent of the governing body may designate other
municipal employees to be deputy municipal clerks who shall have the right and duty to
perform all of the duties of the municipal clerk.



History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-12-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, § 109;
2018, ch. 79, § 54.

ANNOTATIONS
Cross references. — For election duties of municipal clerk, see 3-8-7 NMSA 1978.
For monthly summary of minutes, see 10-17-1 to 10-17-3 NMSA 1978.
For publication of proceedings of municipal boards, see 14-11-11 NMSA 1978.

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, removed a reference to the repealed
Municipal Election Code; and in Subsection B, after "duties of the municipal clerk",
deleted "including but not limited to the duties created in the Municipal Election Code".

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to
the Municipal Election Code and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be
references to the Local Election Act.

The 1985 amendment designated the formerly undesignated introductory paragraph as
present Subsection A, redesignated former Subsections A, B, C, and D, as present
Subsections A(1), A(2), A(3), and A(4), and added Subsection B.

Assistant clerk is "clerk" for purposes of nepotism statute. — An assistant clerk of
a municipality serves as a "clerk" to the governing body for purposes of the statutory
prohibition against nepotism. 1982 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 82-08.

Municipal clerk not municipal officer. — The duties of a municipal clerk are
essentially ministerial and do not involve the delegation of any of the sovereign power of
the municipality; this necessary element to establish the position of municipal clerk as
an officer of the municipality is not present. 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 79-28.

No incompatibility of office between city clerk and municipal judge. — No

incompatibility of office exists because of inconsistency of functions between the offices
of city clerk and municipal judge. 1968 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 68-111.

3-13-2. Police officers.

A. The police officer of a municipality shall:

(1) execute and return all writs and process as directed by the municipal
judge of the municipality employing the police officer;

(2) execute and return all criminal process as directed by the municipal judge
of any incorporated municipality in the state if the criminal process arises out of a



charge of violation of a municipal ordinance prohibiting driving while under the influence
of intoxicating liquor or drugs;

(3)  serve criminal writs and process specified in Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this
subsection in any part of the county wherein the municipality is situated; and

(4)  within the municipality:
(a) suppress all riots, disturbances and breaches of the peace,;
(b) apprehend all disorderly persons;
(c) pursue and arrest any person fleeing from justice; and

(d) apprehend any person in the act of violating the laws of the state or the
ordinances of the municipality and bring him before competent authority for examination
and trial.

B. In the discharge of his proper duties, a police officer shall have the same powers
and be subject to the same responsibilities as sheriffs in similar cases.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-12-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1988, ch. 88, § 1.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For authority of constable or sheriff to serve process and make
arrests, see 35-15-4 NMSA 1978.

The 1988 amendment, effective May 18, 1988, substituted "process" for "processes”,
and added "of the municipality employing the police officer" in Subsection A(1); added
present Subsection A(2) and redesignated former Subsections A(2) and A(3) as present
Subsections A(3) and A(4); substituted "process specified in Paragraphs (1) and (2) of
the subsection” for "processes" in present Subsection A(3); and deleted "or constables"
following "sheriffs" in Subsection B.

Authority to intervene. — Police officers may intervene when they have reasonable
grounds to believe in good faith that intervention is necessary to prevent further
disturbance or physical violence. City of Roswell v. Smith, 2006-NMCA-040, 139 N.M.
381, 133 P.3d 271, cert denied, 139 N.M. 429, 134 P.3d 120.

Authority to arrest. — The authority to arrest is not limited to custodial arrest, but
includes an investigative detention to issue a citation for a traffic violation. State v.
Marquez, 2008-NMSC-055, 145 N.M. 1, 193 P.3d 548.

Police officers and county-wide jurisdiction to serve warrants. — Because a bench
warrant is legal "process," municipal police officers clearly have county-wide jurisdiction



to execute on warrants authorized by their municipality. State v. Pinela, 1992-NMCA-
025, 113 N.M. 627, 830 P.2d 179.

Traffic stop outside city limits. — A deputy town marshal, who observes erratic
driving behavior, may initiate a traffic stop outside his jurisdictional territory, even though
he is neither cross-commissioned nor in fresh pursuit. State v. Arroyos, 2005-NMCA-
086, 137 N.M. 769, 115 P.3d 232, overruled by State v. Slayton, 2009-NMSC-054, 147
N.M. 340, 223 P.3d 337.

Same authority to arrest as private citizen. — A law enforcement officer acting
outside of his or her territorial jurisdiction has the same authority to arrest as does a
private citizen. State v. Arroyos, 2005-NMCA-086, 137 N.M. 769, 115 P.3d 232,
overruled by State v. Slayton, 2009-NMSC-054, 147 N.M. 340, 223 P.3d 337.

Prevention of breach of peace. — The power and duty to suppress breaches of the
peace includes the right to take any reasonable steps to prevent a breach of the peace
from occurring when the officers have good reason to believe that a disturbance may
take place. State v. Hilliard, 1988-NMCA-066, 107 N.M. 506, 760 P.2d 799.

Warrantless arrest. — If an offense is committed in the immediate presence of the
arresting officers, no warrant is required. City of Clovis v. Archie, 1955-NMSC-105, 60
N.M. 239, 290 P.2d 1075.

Offense committed in presence of officer. — Where the arrest was made for violation
of an ordinance in the presence of the officer, if the ordinance is valid, the arrest was
lawful and no claim for false arrest can arise out of it. Miller v. Stinnett, 257 F.2d 910
(10th Cir. 1958).

Liability under 41-4-12 NMSA 1978. — The statutory obligations that officers
cooperate with prosecutors and bring defendants before the courts are primarily
designed to protect the public by ensuring that dangerous criminals are removed from
society and brought to justice; accordingly, as with the duty to investigate crimes under
29-1-1 NMSA 1978, the duties of cooperating with prosecutors, diligently filing
complaints, and bringing defendants before the courts inure to the benefit of private
individuals, and the violation of these statutory duties may give rise to a cognizable
claim under the Tort Claims Act, Chapter 41, Article 4 NMSA 1978. Weinstein v. City of
Santa Fe ex rel. Santa Fe Police Dep't, 1996-NMSC-021, 121 N.M. 646, 916 P.2d 1313.

Police officers are employees, not public officers, of municipality. 1979 Op. Att'y
Gen. No. 79-28.

Scope of investigations. — This section must be interpreted to mean that
investigations must be related to crimes which occurred within the city limits. 1976 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 76-04.



Jurisdiction of the city of Albuguerque over the university of New Mexico campus
is limited to the enforcement of state laws on the campus. 1969 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-
48.

Resolution passed by board of commissioners of Los Alamos county giving
municipal police like powers as sheriffs or state officers in no way conflicted with or
diminished the powers of the state sheriff, and only restated what had already been
passed by the legislature under this section. 1968 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 68-117.

Municipal prisoners. — Persons arrested and held by municipal police officers for
violation of a state law or a municipal ordinance are municipal prisoners. When such
prisoners are held in the municipal jail the municipality is liable for their upkeep. 1968
Op. Att'y Gen. No. 68-21.

Municipal officers have authority to transport arrested individuals to county jail.
— Any person charged with a crime committed in the state, while awaiting indictment or
trial on such charge is required to be incarcerated in the county jail of the county
wherein such crime is alleged to have been committed, and 4-41-2 NMSA 1978
explicitly designates the sheriff as being responsible for transporting detainees to court
to answer such charges, but 4-41-2 NMSA 1978 does not address the mechanics of
transporting an individual to jail in the first place when that individual is arrested by
another law enforcement agency; when a municipal officer acts to arrest someone, they
are acting under their statutory authority as a municipal officer and the municipality is
therefore responsible and liable for the arrestee until the arrestee is delivered to the
actual custody of the county jail. A court may reasonably conclude that municipal
officers have authority to transport arrested individuals to county custody. County
Sheriff Prisoner Transport Responsibility upon Arrest of Individuals by Municipal Police
(12/2/2022), Att'y Gen. Adv. Ltr. 2022-17.

Municipal officers have authority to transport arrested individuals to county jail.
— Any person charged with a crime committed in the state, while awaiting indictment or
trial on such charge is required to be incarcerated in the county jail of the county
wherein such crime is alleged to have been committed, and this section explicitly
designates the sheriff as being responsible for transporting detainees to court to answer
such charges, but this section does not address the mechanics of transporting an
individual to jail in the first place when that individual is arrested by another law
enforcement agency; when a municipal officer acts to arrest someone, they are acting
under their statutory authority as a municipal officer and the municipality is therefore
responsible and liable for the arrestee until the arrestee is delivered to the actual
custody of the county jail. A court may reasonably conclude that municipal officers have
authority to transport arrested individuals to county custody. County Sheriff Prisoner
Transport Responsibility upon Arrest of Individuals by Municipal Police (7/1/22), Att'y
Gen. Adv. Ltr. 2022-04.



https://nmonesource.com/nmos/ag/en/item/18610/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/ag/en/item/18590/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/ag/en/item/18590/index.do

Village marshals. — This statute clearly grants village marshals the power to execute
warrants of arrest anywhere within the county in which the village is located. 1961 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 61-03.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Sexual misconduct or irregularity as
amounting to "conduct unbecoming an officer," justifying officer's demotion or removal
or suspension from duty, 9 A.L.R.4th 614.

First amendment protection for law enforcement employees subject to discharge,
transfer, or discipline because of speech, 109 A.L.R. Fed. 9

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 474, 486, 487.

3-13-3. Appointment of manager; duties and qualifications.

The governing body of any municipality having a population of one thousand or more
persons may provide for a manager either by ordinance or by an election to be called by
the governing body upon the filing of a petition containing the signatures of at least ten
percent of the registered voters in the municipality. The office of manager shall carry the
same qualifications, duties and responsibilities as provided for a manager under
Sections 3-14-13 through 3-14-15 NMSA 1978.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-12-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1991, ch. 20, § 1.
ANNOTATIONS

The 1991 amendment, effective June 14, 1991, substituted "one thousand" for "three
thousand" in the first sentence and "3-14-13 through 3-14-15 NMSA 1978" for "14-13-13
through 14-13-15 New Mexico Statutes Annotated, 1953 Compilation” in the second
sentence.

Mayor is responsible for appointing the city manager, although his appointment is
subject to the city council's approval. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-69.

City manager may also serve as the clerk of the municipality, as long as the duties of
the two offices are not incompatible. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-69.

3-13-4. Municipality may establish a merit system; provisions
constitute part of an employment contract.

A. Any municipality may establish by ordinance a merit system for the hiring,
promotion, discharge and general regulation of municipal employees. The ordinance
may contain reasonable restrictions or prohibitions on political activities which are
deemed detrimental to the merit system thereby established. The ordinance may
provide for a personnel board or personnel officer to:



(1) administer the ordinance; and

(2)  establish rules and regulations pursuant to the ordinance, which may
include:

(a) rules governing classification of employees;

(b) service rating of employees;

(c) establishment of pay scales and ranges;

(d) establishment of the number of hours of work per week; and

(e) methods of employment, promotion, demotion, suspension and discharge
of the municipal employees.

B. If a personnel board is created, the method of appointment, the number of
members and terms of office shall be set forth in the ordinance. The board shall serve
without compensation for its service.

C. Following the adoption of a merit system, the contract of employment between
the municipality and an employee in a position covered by the merit system shall be
subject to the provisions of the ordinance and rules and regulations issued pursuant to
the ordinance.

D. Within ten days following the adoption of a merit system, an employee in a
position covered by the merit system may file with the clerk a declaration stating that the
employee does not desire to have his employment subject to the ordinance together
with the rules and regulations issued pursuant to the ordinance. The contract of
employment of all other employees employed at the time of the adoption of the merit
system, and in positions covered by the merit system, shall be subject to the provisions
of the ordinance and all rules and regulations issued pursuant to the ordinance.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-12-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Supervisor’s action changed employee’s probationary status. — Where, eleven
days prior to the expiration date of the employee’s probationary period, the director of
the employee’s department approved the satisfactory completion of the employee’s
probationary period and a change from probationary to non-probationary status effective
as of the end of the employee’s probationary period and personally congratulated the
employee; later on the same day, the employee received a memorandum approved by
the director extending the employee’s probation; the employee was terminated twenty
six days later, before the end of the extended probationary period; and the
municipality’s merit ordinance required positive action by the director for an employee to



become a non-probationary employee, the director’s approval of the completion of the
employee’s probationary period and change to non-probationary status and
congratulation of the employee probation was the positive action required by the merit
ordinance to convert the employee from probationary to non-probationary status. City of
Albuquerque v. AFSCME Council 18, 2011-NMCA-021, 149 N.M. 379, 249 P.3d 510.

When personnel board findings and conclusions are required. — Where a hearing
officer determined that an employee was a non-probationary employee and proposed
findings of fact and conclusions of law to the municipality’s personnel board; the board
rejected the hearing officer’'s recommendations but did not make independent findings
of fact and conclusions of law; the employee appealed the decision to the district court;
the municipality’s merit ordinance provided that if the board reversed the hearing
officer's recommendation, the board was required to make its own findings of fact and
conclusions of law; and the facts of the case were not disputed, the district court was
required to make legal determinations to determine whether the employee was a non-
probationary employee and the district court did not err by not remanding the case to
the board for findings of fact and conclusions of law. City of Albuquerque v. AFSCME
Council 18, 2011-NMCA-021, 149 N.M. 379, 249 P.3d 510.

Property interest in employment. — Merit system ordinance provisions governing
probationary employees were designed to offer a lesser expectation of continued
employment than that offered to permanent employees, and did not create a property
interest in probationary employees so as to trigger the due process protections asserted
by a dismissed police cadet. Richardson v. City of Albuguerque, 857 F.2d 727 (10th Cir.
1988).

Village clerk-treasurer not subject to merit system. — A village clerk-treasurer was
an appointed official under 3-12-4 NMSA 1978 to whom the village had no authority to
apply its merit system ordinance adopted under this section. Construing the word
"employees" in this section as not including appointed officers conforms to common
usage. Webb v. Village of Ruidoso Downs, 1994-NMCA-026, 117 N.M. 253, 871 P.2d
17, cert. denied, 117 N.M. 524, 873 P.2d 270.

Court personnel excluded from general merit system. — Personnel directly
employed by the courts cannot constitutionally be included in a general merit system or
ordinance. Mowrer v. Rusk, 1980-NMSC-113, 95 N.M. 48, 618 P.2d 886.

Merit system. — If a merit system provides for those matters usually contained in a
collective bargaining agreement, both could not exist concurrently, and the
inconsistency must be resolved in favor of the statute or municipal ordinance
establishing the merit system. International Bhd. of Elec. Workers Local 611 v. Town of
Farmington, 1965-NMSC-090, 75 N.M. 393, 405 P.2d 233.

Grievance procedure. — A city ordinance, which provided a grievance procedure
through which an employee could obtain an order of reinstatement and back pay, had
the force of law. Mandamus was appropriate to compel the city to comply with an order



entered pursuant to that ordinance. City of Albuquerque v. Ryon, 1987-NMSC-121, 106
N.M. 600, 747 P.2d 246.

Employee must comply with internal grievance procedures. — An employee must
substantially comply with mandatory internal grievance procedures contained in an
employee manual or handbook before filing suit for breach of contract claims based on
an alleged failure of an employer to follow its employment policies. Lucero v. Bd. of
Regents of UNM, 2012-NMCA-055, 278 P.3d 1043, cert. denied, 2012-NMCERT-004.

Where a university manager was terminated by the university; the manager did not
follow the grievance process contained in the university’s employee handbook by filing a
grievance; the handbook governed the manager’'s employment with the university; and
the manager filed an action in district court for breach of contract and wrongful
termination alleging that the employee handbook created a contract and that the
university breached the contract by failing to abide by the handbook’s policies and
procedures governing workplace performance, disciplinary action, a harassment-free
workplace, employer-employee relations, progressive discipline and by disciplining the
manager without just cause, the manager’s claims were barred because the manager
failed to exhaust the handbook’s internal grievance procedures before filing the breach
of contract action based on an alleged failure of the university to follow policies in the
handbook. Lucero v. Board of Regents of UNM, 2012-NMCA-055, 278 P.3d 1043, cert.
denied, 2012-NMCERT-004.

Impartiality of hearing officer. — Where a reasonable person would have serious
doubts about whether a hearing officer could be fair, it is inappropriate for the hearing
officer to hear the case. City of Albuquerque v. Chavez, 1997-NMCA-054, 123 N.M.
428, 941 P.2d 5009.

Limited jurisdiction of board. — Because of the personnel board's limited statutory
authority to adopt regulations and to administer the merit system ordinance, it did not
have jurisdiction in an administrative grievance proceeding over employee's Open
Meetings Act and constitutional claims, and these claims were not barred by res
judicata in a separate district court action. Chavez v. City of Albuquerque, 1998-NMCA-
004, 124 N.M. 479, 952 P.2d 474.

Personnel board decision. — Where plaintiff was represented by counsel before the
personnel board; plaintiff had a strong incentive to litigate plaintiff's claim that defendant
breached plaintiff's employment by terminating plaintiff without just cause; plaintiff was
able to call witnesses, cross-examine witnesses and present other evidence, plaintiff
had a fair and full opportunity to litigate plaintiff's breach of contract claim and the
finding of the personnel board that plaintiff was terminated for just cause and collaterally
estopped plaintiff from litigating the breach of contract claim in federal court. Salquero v.
City of Clovis, 366 F.3d 1168 (10th Cir. 2004).

Appeal of personnel board's administrative decision. — Absent a statute providing
otherwise, a municipal personnel board's determinations are reviewable at the district



court only by writ of certiorari for arbitrariness, capriciousness, fraud, or lack of
substantial evidence. Zamora v. Village of Ruidoso Downs, 1995-NMSC-072, 120 N.M.
778,907 P.2d 182.

Municipalities have authority to enact qualifications for appointive employee
positions. — Under 3-13-4 NMSA 1978, municipalities have been delegated the
legislative authority articulated in N.M. Const., Art. VII, 8 2(B) to enact qualifications and
standards for appointive employee positions. Kane v. City of Albuquerque, 2015-NMSC-
027.

Where the city of Albuquerque’s charter and personnel rules prohibit employees of the
city from being a candidate for, or from holding elective office of, the state of New
Mexico or any of its political subdivisions, the city’s employee regulations are valid
promulgations because pursuant to 3-13-4(A) NMSA 1978, municipalities have the
legislative authority to impose restrictions on political activities that are qualifications
and standards within the meaning of N.M. Const., Art. VII, § 2(B). The city’s
employment regulations prohibiting petitioner from seeking or holding elective public
office were permissibly promulgated. Kane v. City of Albuguerque, 2015-NMSC-027.

Supervision of employees of elected officials. — A county commission, its personnel
director or other agents may exercise supervision over the employees of other elected
officials and require those employees to work hours contrary to those established by the
officials, to the extent permitted by statute, provided the board's supervision over
elected officials' employees does not interfere with the duties of those officials. 1990 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 90-05.

Although a county commission has the authority to control staff of elected officials to
some extent through the budget, it must act reasonably in light of other demands on the
budget and the needs of the officials. 1990 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 90-05.

Increasing work hours without additional compensation. — A county commission
may increase the hours worked by county employees without additional compensation.
1990 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 90-05.

Merit system supersedes collective bargaining agreement. — If a merit system is
established there can be no collective bargaining agreement between a municipality
and its employees on those matters covered within the scope of the merit system. 1969
Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-73.

Law reviews. — For note, "Public Labor Disputes - A Suggested Approach for New
Mexico," see 1 N.M.L. Rev. 281 (1971).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Workmen's Compensation Law as
covering injury to municipal employee while entering or leaving place of employment, 49
A.L.R. 436, 82 A.L.R. 1043.



Workmen's Compensation Law, liability of municipal corporation under provisions of, for
additional compensation because of failure to comply with specific requirements of
statute for protection of workmen, 106 A.L.R. 79.

Collective bargaining agreements with union employees and municipal employees, 31
A.L.R.2d 1142, 37 A.L.R.3d 1147, 95 A.L.R.3d 1102.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 611.

ARTICLE 14
Commission-Manager Form of Government;
Municipalities Over 1,000

3-14-1. Commission-manager; application to municipalities over
three thousand.

Any municipality having a population of three thousand or more persons according
to the last federal census or any other official census may be organized and governed
as a commission-manager municipality if the qualified electors of the municipality elect
to be governed under the commission-manager form of government. If the qualified
electors of the municipality do not elect to be governed under the commission-manager
form of government, the municipality shall be governed under the form of government in
existence on the day the election rejecting the commission-manager form was held.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1989, ch. 61, § 1;
1991, ch. 20, § 2.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For appointment of manager by governing body of municipality,
see 3-13-3 NMSA 1978.

The 1991 amendment, effective June 14, 1991, substituted "three thousand" for "one
thousand" in the catchline and in the first sentence.

The 1989 amendment, effective June 16, 1989, substituted "one thousand" for "3,000"
in the catchline and near the beginning of the first sentence.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 51, 183.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 81 to 84.

3-14-2. Commission-manager; special election for adoption.



A. Upon petition signed by qualified electors, not less in number than fifteen percent
of the votes cast for the office of mayor at the last regular municipal election, filed with
the municipal clerk and verified by the municipal clerk to contain a sufficient number of
legal signatures, the governing body shall, within ten days of verification, adopt an
election resolution calling for the holding of a special election on the question of
organizing the municipality under the commission-manager form of government, or the
governing body may submit to the qualified electors of the municipality the question of
organizing the municipality under the commission-manager form of government. The
election shall be held in June or July in odd-numbered years or July or August in even-
numbered years in accordance with the provisions of the Local Election Act [Chapter 1,
Article 22 NMSA 1978].

B. The question to be placed shall read substantially as follows:

"For the commission-manager form of government and providing for the election of
five commissioners ; and

Against the commission-manager form of government and providing for the election

of five commissioners }

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, § 110;
2018, ch. 79, § 55.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For examinations of signatures, purging and judicial review of
petitions, see 3-1-5 NMSA 1978.

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, provided when a special election on the
guestion of organizing a municipality under the commission-manager form of
government shall be held; in Subsection A, after "holding of a special election”, deleted
"within ninety days after the verification of the petition", and added the last sentence of
the subsection.

The 1985 amendment, in Subsection A, inserted "and verified by the municipal clerk to
contain a sufficient number of legal signatures™ and "within ten days of verification adopt
an election resolution calling” and substituted "for the holding of a special election,
within ninety days after the verification of the petition" for "provide for the holding of an
election, not less than thirty days nor more than sixty days after the filing of the petition”.

Transition to commission-manager form of government. — Where a petition was
filed with the clerk of the town of Edgewood seeking to change Edgewood's form of
government from a mayor-council form of government to a commission-manager form
of government, and where the governing body of Edgewood passed a resolution calling
for a special election and placing the ballot question regarding the potential transition on
the ballot, should the electorate of Edgewood vote in favor of the commission-manager



form of government as part of the special election, each current member of Edgewood's
mayor-council governing body should remain in their official position until the new
commission takes office, and during the transition period, the current governing body
should utilize its powers and authority to arrange for an appropriate administrative
structure in order for the new commission to assume governing authority over the town,
including the districting of Edgewood into five separate commissioner districts, as well
as any additional actions necessary to provide for the election of five new
commissioners and the transition to a commission-manager form of government, and
any commissioner elected pursuant to that election will commence their terms on
January 1 of the following year. Potential Transition to Commission-Manager Form of
Government (7/29/20), Att'y Gen. Adv. Ltr. 2020-07.

3-14-3. Commission-manager; certifying results of election;
recording; affirmative vote; organization.

After the results of the election have been canvassed, the governing body shall
certify the results to the municipal clerk and they shall be recorded in the minutes book
of the municipality. If a majority of the votes cast on the question favor organizing under
a commission-manager form of government, the governing body shall proceed to
organize the municipality under the commission-manager form of government.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-14-4. Commission-manager; charter.

Municipalities electing to be governed under the commission-manager form of
government shall be governed as provided in Sections 3-14-1 through 3-14-19 NMSA
1978.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-13-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-14-5. Commission-manager; boundaries; retention of general
powers.

Any municipality electing to be governed under the commission-manager form of
government shall retain its present boundary except as it may be altered as authorized
by statute and shall possess all powers granted by the constitution and statutes of New
Mexico to other municipalities, not inconsistent with the provisions of Sections 3-14-1
through 3-14-19 NMSA 1978.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-13-5, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 94.


https://nmonesource.com/nmos/ag/en/item/17796/index.do

3-14-6. Commission-manager; districts for selection of
commissioners; redistricting.

A. The governing body of a municipality organizing under the commission-manager
form of government shall district the municipality into five commissioner districts. Each
district shall be compact in area and equal in population, as nearly as possible. For all
municipalities having a population in excess of ten thousand, a commissioner shall
reside in and be elected from each district; provided that the governing body of a
municipality having a population of ten thousand or less may provide for single-member
districts as provided in this section.

B. The governing body of the municipality may redistrict the municipality whenever
redistricting is warranted. Upon petition signed by qualified electors equal in number to
the votes cast for the commissioner receiving the greatest number of votes at the last
regular municipal election, the governing body of the municipality shall redistrict the
municipality.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-6, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 203, § 3.
ANNOTATIONS

The 1985 amendment substituted the last sentence in Subsection A for the former last
sentence which read, "A commissioner shall be elected for each district but shall be
voted on at large".

Section inapplicable to home rule municipality. — This section is not applicable to a
home rule municipality to deny it the power to provide for a different number of city
commissioners than otherwise proscribed because the composition of a municipal
government is a matter of local, not statewide concern, and to construe otherwise would
frustrate the purpose of the home rule amendment, N.M. Const., art. X, § 6. State ex rel.
Haynes v. Bonem, 1992-NMSC-062, 114 N.M. 627, 845 P.2d 150.

3-14-7. Repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-7, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; repealed by Laws
2018, ch. 79, 8 175.

ANNOTATIONS
Repeals. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 175 repealed 3-14-7 NMSA 1978, as enacted by
Laws 1965, ch. 300, relating to commission-manager, candidates for office, write-in

ballots, effective July 1, 2018. For provisions of former section, see the 2017 NMSA
1978 on NMOneSource.com.

3-14-8. Commissioners; special election; terms.



A. Within ten days after the adoption of the commission-manager form of
government, the governing body shall adopt an election resolution calling for the holding
of an election for the purpose of electing five commissioners at the first regular or local
or general election following adoption of the resolution. The election shall be conducted
in the same manner as are regular local elections pursuant to the terms of the Local
Election Act [Chapter 1, Article 22 NMSA 1978]. The commissioners so elected shall
determine their terms of office by lot, so that three commissioners shall serve until the
next regular local election and two commissioners shall serve until the succeeding
regular local election.

B. Their respective successors shall hold office for staggered periods of four years
and until their successors are elected and take office as provided in the Local Election
Act.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-8, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, § 111;
2018, ch. 79, § 56.

ANNOTATIONS
Cross references. — For giving notice of special election, see 3-8-35 NMSA 1978.

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, changed when the governing body shall
hold an election for the purpose of electing commissioners after the adoption of the
commission-manager form of government, provided that the election shall be governed
by the Local Election Act, and made technical changes; in Subsection A, after "calling
for the holding of", deleted "a special” and added "an", after the next occurrence of
"election”, deleted "within one hundred twenty days after the adoption of the
commission-manager form of government", after "electing five commissioners", added
"at the first regular or local or general election following adoption of the resolution”,
replaced "municipal” with "local" throughout the subsection, and after "pursuant to the
terms of", deleted "Municipal Election Code" and added "Local Election Act"; and in
Subsection B, after "as provided in the", deleted "Municipal Election Code" and added
"Local Election Act".

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 172 provided:

A. The term of an elected local government officer that was set to expire on or
before June 30, 2020 pursuant to the governing statutes of that local government in
effect before the effective date of this act shall expire on December 31, 2019, and that
officer’'s successor shall be elected in the regular local election held on the first Tuesday
after the first Monday of November 2019 for a term beginning on January 1, 2020.

B. The term of an elected local government officer that was set to expire on or after
July 1, 2020 but on or before June 30, 2022 pursuant to the governing statutes of that
local government in effect before the effective date of this act shall expire on December
31, 2021, and that officer’s successor shall be elected in the regular local election held



on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November 2021 for a term beginning on
January 1, 2022.

C. The term of an elected local government officer that was set to expire on or after
July 1, 2022 pursuant to the governing statutes of that local government in effect before
the effective date of this act shall expire on December 31, 2023, and that officer’s
successor shall be elected in the regular local election held on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday of November 2023 for a term beginning on January 1, 2024.

D. The provisions of this section do not apply to the elections for municipal officers,
the lengthening or shortening of terms of which shall be determined by ordinance of the
municipality opting into having its municipal officers elected at the regular local
elections.

E. The provisions of this section only apply to local government officers whose
elections are subject to the provisions of the Local Election Act but do not apply to
conservancy district or watershed district elections, which are subject to the provisions
of Section 173 of this act.

Laws 2018, ch. 79, § 174 provided that references in law to the Municipal Election Code
and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be references to the Local Election
Act.

The 1985 amendment, in Subsection A, substituted "ten days" for "ninety days" near
the beginning of the first sentence, substituted "shall adopt an election resolution calling
for the holding of a special election within one hundred twenty days after the adoption of
the commission-manager form of government" for "shall call a special election" near the
middle of the first sentence, and added "pursuant to the terms of the Municipal Election
Code" at the end of the second sentence and substituted "take office as provided in the
Municipal Election Code" for "qualified" at the end of Subsection B.

Transition to commission-manager form of government. — Where a petition was
filed with the clerk of the Town of Edgewood seeking to change Edgewood's form of
government from a mayor-council form of government to a commission-manager form
of government, and where the governing body of Edgewood passed a resolution calling
for a special election and placing the ballot question regarding the potential transition on
the ballot, should the electorate of Edgewood vote in favor of the commission-manager
form of government as part of the special election, each current member of Edgewood's
mayor-council governing body should remain in their official position until the new
commission takes office, and during the transition period, the current governing body
should utilize its powers and authority to arrange for an appropriate administrative
structure in order for the new commission to assume governing authority over the town,
including the districting of Edgewood into five separate commissioner districts, as well
as any additional actions necessary to provide for the election of five new
commissioners and the transition to a commission-manager form of government, and
any commissioner elected pursuant to that election will commence their terms on



January 1 of the following year. Potential Transition to Commission-Manager Form of
Government (7/29/20), Att'y Gen. Adv. Ltr. 2020-07.

3-14-9. Vacancies in commission.

If a vacancy occurs in the commission, the remaining elected and appointed
commissioners shall, by a majority vote, appoint a qualified elector to fill the vacancy
until the next regular local election, at which time a qualified elector shall be elected to
fill the remaining unexpired term, if any.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-13-9, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1973, ch. 129, § 2;
1985, ch. 208, § 112; 2018, ch. 79, § 57.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, removed the provision giving the
chairman, with the consent of the governing body, or the governing body the authority to
call a special election for the purpose of filling a vacancy in the commission; deleted
subsection designation "A." and in former Subsection A, after "next regular”, deleted
"municipal” and added "local", and after "election", deleted "or any special election
called in accordance with Subsection B of this section”; and deleted former Subsection
B.

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to
the Municipal Election Code and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be
references to the Local Election Act.

The 1985 amendment added the second sentence of Subsection B.

3-14-10. Commission-manager; selection of mayor; duties.

At the first meeting of the new commission after each election, or as soon thereafter
as practical, the commissioners shall select one of their number as mayor to act for two
years, or until a successor is selected and qualified, unless sooner removed by death,
resignation or removal from office. The mayor shall preside at all meetings of the
commission and perform other duties, consistent with his office, as imposed by the
commission. The mayor has all powers and duties of a commissioner, including the right
to vote upon all questions considered by the commission. He is the official head of the
municipality for all ceremonial purposes, for the purpose of civil process and for military
purposes. During his absence or disability, his duties shall be performed by another
member of the commission, appointed by a majority of the commission and designated
as mayor pro tem.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-13-10, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-14-11. Commission meetings; disclosure.
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The commission shall meet at least twice each month. Meetings shall be open to the
public and the official records of the meetings shall be open to inspection at all times.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-13-11, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For meeting of public bodies to be open to public, see 10-15-1 to
10-15-4 NMSA 1978.

3-14-12. Powers vested in commission; duties of commission.

A. All powers of the municipality are vested in the commission. The commission
shall:

(1) pass all ordinances and other measures conducive to the welfare of the
municipality;

(2) perform all acts required for the general welfare of the municipality; and

3) in addition to the office of manager, create all offices necessary for the
proper carrying on of the work of the municipality.

B. The commission shall appoint a manager and shall hold him responsible for the
proper and efficient administration of the municipal government.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-12, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Minimum wage for city employees. — If the commission desires to enact a minimum
wage ordinance for city employees, or perhaps delegate the authority to establish wage
rates to its manager, keeping in mind its budget and revenue, it would be acting within
its powers, but it may not lawfully delegate this authority to some outsider over whom it
has no supervision or control. Adams v. City of Albuquerque, 1957-NMSC-006, 62 N.M.
208, 307 P.2d 792.

New administrative departments may be created by either ordinance or
resolution. 1957 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 57-126.

Cooperative agreements. — The city and county may enter into an agreement to
cooperate in sponsoring a watershed protection and flood prevention program. 1956
Op. Att'y Gen. No. 56-6522.

Law reviews. — For article, "Prisoners Are People,” see 10 Nat. Resources J. 869
(2970).



Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 58 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions 88 181, 185, 186.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 150, 151, 208, 355.
3-14-13. Manager; employment; qualifications; salary.

The manager shall be the chief administrative officer. He shall be employed for an
indefinite term and until a vacancy is created by death, resignation or removal by the
commission. The manager shall be appointed solely on the basis of administrative
gualifications and his selection shall not be limited by reason of former residence. The
manager shall receive a salary to be fixed by the commission.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-13, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For appointment of manager, see 3-13-3 NMSA 1978.

City manager operates under the control of the governing body. — The city

manager is appointed by the mayor, with the approval of the city council. The city

manager is therefore accountable to the mayor and city council and responsible for

carrying out the council’s policy decisions consistent with the council’s expectations.
Authority of City Manager in a Mayor-Council Municipality (6/23/22), Att'y Gen. Adv. Lir.

2022-02.

Mayor is empowered to discharge a city manager but only with the city council's
approval. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-69.

Municipal manager is not public officer of municipality for purposes of N.M.
Const., art. V, § 13. 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 79-28.

Procedure governing removal. — This section, in providing that the manager shall be
employed for an indefinite term and shall hold office until, among other things, he is
removed by the commission, is tantamount to saying that the manager holds office at
the pleasure of the commission and so is not entitled as a matter of law to notice and
hearing prior to removal. However, if the commission so desires, nothing prohibits the
commission from establishing some sort of procedure governing removal. 1957 Op.
Att'y Gen. No. 57-126.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions § 186.

Liability for acts or omissions of city manager, 38 A.L.R. 1412.

Constitutionality of city manager form of government, 67 A.L.R. 737.


https://nmonesource.com/nmos/ag/en/item/18586/index.do
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Prohibition to control administrative officers in matters relating to contracts, 115 A.L.R.
22,159 A.L.R. 627.

3-14-14. Manager; duties; attendance at meetings; budget.
A. The manager shall:

(1) enforce and carry out all ordinances, rules and regulations enacted by the
commission;

(2) employ and discharge all persons engaged in the administrative service of
the municipality;

3) prepare and submit an annual budget; and

4) make recommendations to the commission on all matters concerning the
welfare of the municipality.

B. The manager shall have a seat, but no vote, at every meeting of the commission.
Except when clearly undesirable or unnecessary, the commission shall request the
opinion of the manager on any proposed measure.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-13-14, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Manager's authority to discharge does not supersede mayor's and council's. —
There is nothing in this section to indicate that the mayor's and/or city council's authority
to discharge and employ under 3-11-6D NMSA 1978 is superseded by the city
manager's authority to discharge persons in administrative service. Sanchez v. City of
Belen, 1982-NMCA-070, 98 N.M. 57, 644 P.2d 1046, cert. denied, 98 N.M. 336, 648
P.2d 794.

Power to hire or fire. — Subsection (A)(2) of this section does not supersede the
mayor's or city council's power to hire or discharge an employee. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen.
No. 87-69.

Employees in "administrative service" may be properly defined to include all city
employees in nhonexempt status, and to specifically exclude all appointed officers of the
city. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-69.

"Persons engaged in administrative service" construed. — The phrase "persons
engaged in the administrative service of the municipality” can reasonably be interpreted
to refer to employees who carry out the daily operations of the municipality and to
exclude appointed municipal officers. The city manager’s authority over "persons
engaged in the administrative service of the municipality”" does not include authority



over other appointed municipal officers. The legislature has provided the governing
body of a municipality with authority to appoint officers and to prescribe their powers
and duties; appointed officers, therefore, serve at the pleasure of the governing body
and are not subject to the authority of the city manager, who is also an appointed
officer. Authority of City Manager in a Mayor-Council Municipality (6/23/22), Att'y Gen.
Adv. Ltr. 2022-02.

City manager does not have the authority to supervise, employ or discharge other
appointed municipal officers. — The municipal offices of clerk, municipal attorney,
police officer, treasurer and manager are not part of the "administrative service of the
municipality”, and therefore the city manager, an appointed municipal officer, does not
have the authority to appoint other municipal officers, does not have the authority to
discharge another appointed municipal officer, and does not have the authority to
change the salary and benefits of persons holding appointed offices. Appointed officers
serve at the pleasure of the governing body, and the governing body has direct authority
over appointed officials. Authority of City Manager in a Mayor-Council Municipality
(6/23/22), Att'y Gen. Adv. Ltr. 2022-02.

Law enforcement responsibilities of the city manager. — The city manager is
authorized to "enforce and carry out all ordinances, rules and regulations" enacted by
the city council, but has no authority to exercise powers conferred upon sheriffs of
counties to suppress disorders and keep the peace within the municipality, a power
provided to the mayor under NMSA 1978, § 3-11-4. Authority of City Manager in a
Mayor-Council Municipality (6/23/22), Att'y Gen. Adv. Ltr. 2022-02.

Municipal manager is not public officer of municipality for purposes of N.M.
Const., art. V, § 13. 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 79-28.

Sole authority to hire and fire personnel. — This section recognizes the manager as
the chief administrative officer of a city under the commission-manager form of
government, responsible only to the commission who may discharge him at will. Sole
authority to hire and fire the personnel of the city is vested in the manager, without
concurrence of the commission. 1957 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 57-126.

Law reviews. — For article, "Prisoners Are People," see 10 Nat. Resources J. 869
(1970).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 58 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions § 185.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 370, 391, 392, 394 to 405.

3-14-15. Commissioner-manager; departments; directors.
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The administration of the affairs of the municipality shall be divided into as many
departments as may be deemed desirable by the commission. Each department shall
be under the charge of a person employed by the manager.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-15, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-14-16. Commission; manager; recall; election.

A. In any commission-manager municipality, any elective executive or
commissioner is subject to a recall election for malfeasance in office, misfeasance in
office or a violation of oath of office based upon acts or failures to act occurring during
the current term of the official sought to be recalled. Recall of an elective executive or
commissioner in a commissioner-manager municipality shall be conducted pursuant to
the provisions of the Recall Act [Chapter 1, Article 25 NMSA 1978].

B. If all commissioners are recalled at the same election, the district court shall
order an election.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-16, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 2018, ch. 49, 8§ 1;
2019, ch. 212, § 182.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2019 amendment, effective April 3, 2019, revised the procedures to recall an
elective executive or commissioner in a commission-manager municipality, and
provided that the recall process of an elective executive or commissioner in a
commissioner-manager municipality shall be conducted pursuant to the Recall Act; in
the section heading, deleted "ballot; effect; filling vacancies"; in Subsection A, after
"elective", deleted "officer" and added "executive or commissioner”, and after "official
sought to be recalled.", added "Recall of an elective executive or commissioner in a
commissioner-manager municipality shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of
the Recall Act"; deleted former Subsections B through F and redesignated former
Subsection G as Subsection B; in Subsection B, deleted "A vacancy created by a recall
election shall be filled in the same manner as other vacancies on the commission are
filled.", after "same election,", deleted "the municipal clerk or, if there is no municipal
clerk", and after "order an election", deleted "as provided in Section 3-14-8 NMSA 1978
for the election of five commissioners".

The 2018 amendment, effective May 16, 2018, provided grounds for the recall election
of elective officers in commission-manager municipalities, required a determination by
the district court whether probable cause for recall exists, and made technical and
conforming changes; in Subsection A, after "subject to a recall election”, deleted "Upon
petition seeking the recall of an elective officer" and added "for malfeasance or
misfeasance in office or a violation of the oath of office based upon acts or failures to
act occurring during the current term of the official sought to be recalled.” and moved
the remainder of former Subsection A to new Subsection C; added a new Subsection B



and new subsection designation "C"; in Subsection C, added "If the district court
determines that probable cause for the recall exists, the recall petition may be
circulated. The recall petition shall cite the grounds of malfeasance or misfeasance in
office or violation of the oath of office by the official concerned. The cited grounds shall
be based upon acts or failures to act occurring during the current term of the official
sought to be recalled. The grounds for recall in the petition shall be as found by the
district court in its finding of probable cause. The recall petition shall be"; added new
subsection designation "D" and redesignated former Subsections C through E as
Subsections E through F, respectively; and in Subsection D, added "The municipal clerk
shall verify that the persons who signed the petition are qualified electors in the district
and that the petition contains the proper number of signatures. If the municipal clerk has
so verified the petition", deleted former subsection designation "B", after "name of the
officer, the" added "title of the", after "office", deleted "he holds", and after "candidate for
office", added "the officer who is the subject of recall is recalled from the office and".

Section contrary to constitution as to removal of municipal judges. — Since N.M.
Const., art. VI, 8 32, created a judicial standards commission and explicitly provided for
grounds for and general procedures to be followed in removing judges from office, no
legislatively created means of removing judicial officers was contemplated. Therefore,
this section, which provided for recall of elective officers in commission-manager
municipalities, was contrary to that section insofar as it pertained to removal of
municipal judges. Cooper v. Albuquerque City Comm'n, 1974-NMSC-006, 85 N.M. 786,
518 P.2d 275.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions § 187.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 437 to 441.

3-14-17. Commission-manager; referendum; subjects petition;
election; effect; repeal of emergency measure.

A. If within thirty days following the adoption of an ordinance or resolution, a
petition, signed by the qualified electors in a number more than twenty percent of the
average number of voters who voted at the previous four regular municipal elections or
more than twenty percent of the number of voters who voted at the previous regular
municipal election, whichever is the greater, is presented to the commission asking that
the ordinance or resolution in question be submitted to a special election for its adoption
or rejection, the ordinance or resolution shall become ineffective upon verification of the
petition and the commission shall within ten days of verification adopt a resolution
calling for the holding of a special election on the measure within ninety days of the
verification of the petition.

B. The ballot shall contain the text of the ordinance or resolution in question. Below
the text shall be the phrases:



"For the above measure", and
"Against the above measure”,

followed by spaces for marking the ballot with a cross or check or other mark
necessary for proper counting of the ballot, in order to cast a vote for the phrase
desired. If a majority of the votes cast favor the measure, it shall take effect
immediately. If a majority of the votes cast are against the measure, it shall not take
effect.

C. If an ordinance or resolution is an emergency measure, it shall go into effect
immediately, but it may be repealed by an adverse majority at a referendum election.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-17, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, 8§
113.

ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For examinations of signatures, purging and judicial review of
petitions, see 3-1-5 NMSA 1978.

The 1985 amendment inserted "upon verification of the petition” following "resolution
shall become ineffective”, substituted "within ten days of verification adopt a resolution
calling for the holding of a special election” for "provide for an election”, "ninety days" for
"sixty days", and "verification of the petition” for "filing of the petition" near the end of
Subsection A, and inserted "the ballot" following "spaces for marking" and "or check or
other mark necessary for proper counting of the ballot, in order to cast a vote for"
preceding "the phrase desired" near the middle of Subsection B.

Liberal construction. — Provisions reserving to the people the power of referendum
are to be given a liberal construction to effectuate the policy thereby adopted. City
Comm'n v. State ex rel. Nichols, 1965-NMSC-104, 75 N.M. 438, 405 P.2d 924.

No time limit is set out for the filing of referendum petitions on emergency
measures. City Comm'n v. State ex rel. Nichols, 1965-NMSC-104, 75 N.M. 438, 405
P.2d 924.

Exception to referendum power. — The referendum power of voters under
Subsection A of this section and the city charter was subject to an implied exception for
administrative and executive matters, and an ordinance that changed the rate charged
by a city-owned utility was an administrative matter within the scope of the exception.
Johnson v. City of Alamogordo, 1996-NMSC-004, 121 N.M. 232, 910 P.2d 308.

Summary of ordinance only required. — Where Subsection B of this section states
"the ballot shall contain the text," the statutory language can be construed as requiring



only a summary of the ordinance to be decided upon. Turner v. Barnhart, 1972-NMSC-
036, 83 N.M. 759, 497 P.2d 970.

Failure to print entire ordinance does not void election. — Where Subsection B of
this section provides "the ballot shall contain the text of the ordinance or resolution in
guestion," failure to print the entire ordinance on the ballot does not amount to an
irregularity in the election that is substantial enough to void the election and circumvent
the will of the voters involved. Turner v. Barnhart, 1972-NMSC-036, 83 N.M. 759, 497
P.2d 970).

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 42 Am. Jur. 2d Initiative and
Referendum 8§ 7, 9 et seq.

Right of signer of petition or remonstrance to withdraw therefrom or revoke withdrawal
in time therefor, 27 A.L.R.2d 604.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 311 to 327.

3-14-18. Commission-manager; initiative; failure of commission to
adopt; election.

A. In any commission-manager municipality, upon petition, signed by the qualified
electors in a number more than twenty percent of the average number of voters who
voted at the previous four regular municipal elections or more than twenty percent of the
number of voters who voted at the previous regular municipal election, whichever is the
greater, any measure may be proposed to the commission for enactment within thirty
days of the date of verification of the petition. If the commission:

(1) fails to act;

(2)  acts adversely; or

(3) amends the proposed measure, the commission shall, within ten days of
the expiration of the thirty day period, adopt an election resolution calling for the holding
of a special election within ninety days of the expiration of the thirty day period for the
purpose of submitting the measure to the electorate.

B. The ballot shall contain the proposed measure and the measure as amended, if

the commission amends the proposed measure. After each measure there shall be
printed the words:

"For", and

"Against",



followed by spaces for marking the ballot with a cross or check or other mark
necessary for proper counting of the ballot, in order to cast a vote for the phrase
desired.

C. The measure receiving a majority of the votes cast on that measure in its favor is
adopted. If each measure receives a majority of votes cast on that measure in its favor,
the measure receiving the greatest number of votes cast in its favor is adopted.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-13-18, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, §
114.

ANNOTATIONS

The 1985 amendment substituted "verification of the petition” for "filing of the petition"
at the end of the first sentence in the introductory paragraph of Subsection A,
substituted "the commission shall, within ten days of the expiration of the thirty-day
period, adopt an election resolution calling for the holding of a special election within
ninety days of the expiration of the thirty-day period for the purpose of submitting” for
"the commission shall call a special election in not less than thirty days nor more than
sixty days for the purpose of submitting” in Subsection A(3), and substituted "followed
by spaces for marking the ballot with a cross or check or other mark necessary for
proper counting of the ballot, in order to cast the vote for the phrase desired" for "with
spaces for crosses after each word" near the end of Subsection B.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 42 Am. Jur. 2d Initiative and
Referendum 88 7, 9 et seq.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 311 to 327.

3-14-19. Abandonment of commission-manager government.

A. Within ten days of the verification of a petition submitted to the municipal clerk
and signed by thirty percent of the qualified electors of the municipality, the commission
shall adopt an election resolution calling for the holding of a special election to vote on
the question of abandoning the commission-manager form of government. The election
shall be held in June or July in odd-numbered years or July or August in even-
numbered years in accordance with the provisions of the Local Election Act [Chapter 1,
Article 22 NMSA 1978].

B. If a majority of the votes cast at the special election favors abandonment of the
commission-manager form of government, the form of government reverts to that form
of government existing immediately preceding the adoption of the commission-manager
form of government after the election and taking office of the new officers and the
commission shall adopt an election resolution calling for the holding of an election to
elect new officers, which shall be held at the first regular local or general election
following adoption of the resolution.



C. The election shall be held in the same manner as regular local elections are held
as provided in the Local Election Act. The mayor and one-half of the members of the
governing body shall hold office until the next regular local election and the remaining
one-half of the members of the governing body shall hold office until the succeeding
regular local election. The terms of the members of the governing body shall be
determined by lot after their election.

D. No election shall be held upon the question of abandoning the commission-
manager form of government within two years after an election has been held adopting
the commission-manager form of government or confirming its continued existence.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-13-19, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1985, ch. 208, 8§
115; 2018, ch. 79, § 58.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, changed when the commission must
hold an election for the purpose of voting on the question of abandoning the
commission-manager form of government after verification of a petition submitted by
thirty percent of the qualified electors of the municipality or after a majority of votes cast
in a special election favors abandonment of the commission-manager form of
government, and made technical changes; in Subsection A, after "holding of a special
election”, deleted "within ninety days of verification", and added the last sentence; in
Subsection B, after "new officers and the commission shall", deleted "within ten days
after the filing of the certificate of canvass in the minute book", after "calling for the
holding of", deleted "a special" and added "an", after "election”, deleted "within one
hundred twenty days of such filing", and after "elect new officers", added "which shall be
held at the first regular local or general election following adoption of the resolution”;
and in Subsection C, after each occurrence of "regular”, deleted "municipal" and added
"local", and after "held as provided in the", deleted "Municipal Election Code" and added
"Local Election Act".

Temporary provisions. — Laws 2018, ch. 79, 8 174 provided that references in law to
the Municipal Election Code and to the School Election Law shall be deemed to be
references to the Local Election Act.

The 1985 amendment substituted "Within ten days of the verification of a petition
submitted to the municipal clerk and" for "Upon petition" at the beginning and
substituted "shall adopt an election resolution calling for the holding of a special election
within ninety days of verification" for "shall call for a special election” near the end of
Subsection A, substituted "and taking office" for "and qualifications" and "within ten days
after the filing of the certificate of canvass in the minute book adopt an election
resolution calling” for "immediately provide" and inserted "within one hundred twenty
days of such filing" preceding "to elect new officers" near the end of Subsection B, and
inserted "as provided in the Municipal Election Code" at the end of the first sentence in
Subsection C.



Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions § 184.

ARTICLE 15
Municipal Charters

3-15-1. Short title.

Sections 3-15-1 through 3-15-16 NMSA 1978 may be cited as the "Municipal Charter
Act."

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-14-1, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 118, § 1.
ANNOTATIONS

Repeals. — Laws 1971, ch. 118, § 1, repealed former 14-14-1, 1953 Comp., relating to

permission for any incorporated municipality to adopt a charter, and enacted a new

section.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions §8 51 to 53.

Mistake in reference in statute to municipal charter, 5 A.L.R. 1010, 14 A.L.R. 274.
Power of city under freeholders' charter over taxes, 35 A.L.R. 883.

Injunctive relief against submission of constitutional amendment, statute, municipal
charter or municipal ordinance, on ground that proposed action would be

unconstitutional, 19 A.L.R.2d 519.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations 88 81 to 97.

3-15-2. Qualified electors may adopt charter.

The qualified electors of a municipality who wish to be governed pursuant to Article
10, Section 6 of the constitution of New Mexico may adopt, amend or repeal a charter
pursuant to the Municipal Charter Act.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-14-1.1, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 118, § 2.
ANNOTATIONS
Unincorporated county not entitled to home rule charter. — The Municipal Charter

Act is specific in its use of the term "incorporated county" in its definition of
"municipality” for home rule charter (see 3-15-3 NMSA 1978), indicating that the



legislature intended to include as "incorporated counties"” only counties organized as
full-fledged corporations. Einer v. Rivera, 2015-NMCA-045, cert. denied, 2015-
NMCERT-003.

Where petitioner sought to have the San Miguel county commission appoint a charter
commission providing for "home rule" government of the county, San Miguel county is
not an incorporated county under the Municipal Charter Act, and therefore San Miguel
county does not fall within the definition of "municipality” and is not entitled to home rule
charter. Einer v. Rivera, 2015-NMCA-045, cert. denied, 2015-NMCERT-003.

Necessary condition for submission of charter to electorate. — Approval of a
proposed charter by the governing body of the municipality is a necessary condition to
submitting the proposed charter to the electorate for adoption. 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No.
79-24.

3-15-3. Definitions.

As used in the Municipal Charter Act, "municipality” means any incorporated city,
town, village or county, whether incorporated under general act, special act or
constitutional provision.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-14-1.2, enacted by Laws 1971, ch. 118, § 3.
ANNOTATIONS

"Incorporated county" construed. — The Municipal Charter Act is specific in its use
of the term "incorporated county" in its definition of "municipality” for home rule charter,
indicating that the legislature intended to include as "incorporated counties" only
counties organized as full-fledged corporations. Einer v. Rivera, 2015-NMCA-045, cert.
denied, 2015-NMCERT-003.

Where petitioner sought to have the San Miguel county commission appoint a charter
commission providing for "home rule" government of the county, San Miguel county is
not an incorporated county under the Municipal Charter Act, and therefore San Miguel
county does not fall within the definition of "municipality” and is not entitled to home rule
charter. Einer v. Rivera, 2015-NMCA-045, cert. denied, 2015-NMCERT-003.

3-15-4. Petition; submission to voters; frequency of elections;
withdrawal of signatures.

Upon petition signed by five percent of the qualified electors of the municipality, the
presiding officer of the governing body of the municipality shall by proclamation submit
to the qualified electors of the municipality the question of adopting a charter for the
municipality under the Municipal Charter Act, at a special election to be held at a
specified time, and within sixty days after the charter provided for in Section 3-15-5
NMSA 1978 has been prepared and filed with the clerk of the municipality. If the charter



is not adopted at the special election, the question of adopting a charter under the
Municipal Charter Act shall not be resubmitted to the voters of the municipality for two
years thereafter. No elector who has signed the petition shall be permitted to withdraw
his name after the petition has been filed with the clerk of the municipality except where
his signature has been procured by fraud.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-14-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1971, ch. 118, § 4.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For examinations of signatures, purging and judicial review of
petitions, see 3-1-5 NMSA 1978.

Necessary condition for submission of charter to electorate. — Approval of a
proposed charter by the governing body of the municipality is a necessary condition to
submitting the proposed charter to the electorate for adoption. 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No.
79-24.

3-15-5. Charter commission; appointment; number; qualifications;
duties.

Within five days after the filing of the petition, the presiding officer of the governing
body shall appoint a charter commission or the governing body of a municipality may
appoint a charter commission upon its own initiative at any time. The charter
commission shall consist of not less than seven members, no more than a simple
majority shall belong to the same political party. The charter commission shall prepare a
charter providing for the government of the municipality and shall complete the
proposed charter and file it with the clerk of the municipality within one hundred eighty
days from the date of its appointment. The commission shall select its own chairman.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-14-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1971, ch. 118, 8§ 5.
3-15-6. Gratuitous service by committee; expenses.

The electors shall serve without pay and may expend money for such items as
clerical help and stationery in the amount allowed by the municipality.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-14-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-15-7. Charter; provisions; restrictions; prior legislation.

The charter may provide for any system or form of government that may be deemed
expedient and beneficial to the people of the municipality, including the manner of
appointment or election of its officers, the recall of the officers and the petition and
referendum of any ordinance, resolution or action of the municipality; provided, that the



charter shall not be inconsistent with the constitution of New Mexico, shall not authorize
the levy of any tax not specifically authorized by the laws of the state and shall not
authorize the expenditure of public funds for other than public purposes. All bylaws,
ordinances and resolutions lawfully passed and in force in the municipality before the
adoption of the charter shall remain in force until amended or repealed.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-14-5, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Municipal wage ordinance upheld. — In passing the Minimum Wage Act, the
legislature allowed any existing local minimum wage ordinances that were more
favorable to employees to stay in effect. New Mexicans for Free Enterprise v. City of
Santa Fe, 2006-NMCA-007, 138 N.M. 785, 126 P.3d 1149.

Term limits not authorized. — The language in this section authorizing a provision for
the "manner of appointment or election of its officers" does not give home rule
municipalities the power to set term limits for its elected officials; the phrase refers
merely to the time, place, and manner of conducting elections and does not grant the
power to adopt additional qualifications for elective office. Cottrell v. Santillanes, 1995-
NMCA-090, 120 N.M. 367, 901 P.2d 785, cert. denied, 120 N.M. 213, 900 P.2d 962.

Application of state law when authorizations omitted from charter. — Where a city
adopts a charter, but omits from such charter authorization to the city commissioners to
pave city streets and meet the cost by special assessment and to enforce the liens
created therefor by foreclosures, the state law on municipalities governs. Ellis v. New
Mexico Constr. Co., 1921-NMSC-068, 27 N.M. 312, 201 P. 487.

Municipal corporation created under an unconstitutional charter is a de facto
corporation, and its officers are de facto officers. City of Albuquerque v. Water Supply
Co., 1918-NMSC-088, 24 N.M. 368, 174 P. 217.

Voter approval of capital projects. — A home rule municipality may require voter
approval of capital projects before the municipality proceeds with a capital project. 2011
Op. Att’'y Gen. No. 11-04.

A home rule municipality is prohibited from imposing any tax absent specific
legislative authorization. — The Municipal Charter Act, 3-15-1 to 3-15-16 NMSA
1978, prohibits a home rule municipality from imposing any tax absent specific
legislative authorization, and 3-18-2 NMSA 1978, precludes a municipality, including a
home rule municipality, from imposing income and property taxes unless otherwise
provided by law and allows excise taxes on certain products and services if the products
or services subject to the tax are named specifically in the ordinance imposing the tax
and the ordinance is approved by a majority of the voters in the municipality, and
therefore a home rule municipality that is considering the imposition of a tax on items
such as telecommunications services, styrofoam use, plastic bottle use, carbon



emissions, and plastic bag use, may impose such taxes if those products or services
are named specifically in the ordinance imposing the tax and the ordinance is approved
by a majority of the voters in the home rule municipality. Limits on Taxes Imposed by
Home Rule Municipalities (3/20/15), Att'y Gen. Adv. Ltr. 2015-03.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Constitutionality of charter provision
making actual knowledge or notice of defect in street or public place a condition of
municipal liability for personal injury or damage to property caused thereby, 83 A.L.R.
288.

Persons upon whom notice of injury or claim against municipal corporation may or must
be served, 23 A.L.R.2d 969.

Validity, construction, and operation of constitutional and statutory "term limits"
provisions, 112 A.L.R.5th 1, § 7.

3-15-8. Boundaries; prior rights and property; saving clause.

The territorial limits of the municipality shall remain the same as under its former
organization until changed in accordance with law, and all rights and property of every
description which were vested in any municipality under its former organization shall
remain vested in the municipality under the organization herein contemplated and
provided for, and no contract or franchise, and no right or liability, either in favor of or
against the municipality, and no suit or prosecution of any kind shall be affected by any
such reorganization.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-14-6, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 95.

3-15-9. Special election on adoption of charter.

Within five days after the filing with the clerk of the municipality of the charter
provided for by Sections 3-15-1 through 3-15-16 NMSA 1978, and the charter being
approved by a majority of the members elected to the governing body of the
municipality at a regular or special meeting, the presiding officer of the governing body
of the municipality shall by proclamation call a special election for the purpose of
submitting to the electors of the municipality the question of whether or not the
municipality shall adopt the charter prepared by the charter committee. The special
election may be called and held at the same time and in conjunction with the regular
election for municipal officers. Should the charter filed with the clerk of the municipality
fail to be approved by the governing body of the municipality, the charter shall be
returned to the chairman of the charter committee together with a letter of transmittal
stating the reason why the charter has been rejected by the governing body. The


https://nmonesource.com/nmos/ag/en/item/5831/index.do

charter committee shall revise the charter in accordance with their instructions in the
letter of transmittal and shall refile the same with the clerk of the municipality within sixty
days after the chairman of the charter committee shall have had returned to him the
rejected charter. If the charter is then approved, the election proclamation shall be
issued, or if not approved, the charter shall be returned by the governing body to the
charter committee. This procedure shall continue until a charter is presented and
approved by the governing body of the municipality.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-14-7, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Necessary condition for submission of charter to electorate. — Approval of a
proposed charter by the governing body of the municipality is a necessary condition to
submitting the proposed charter to the electorate for adoption. 1979 Op. Att'y Gen. No.
79-24.

3-15-10. Qualifications of voters; ballots; conduct of election; effect
of adoption.

All qualified electors residing within the municipality shall be qualified to vote at the
special election held under the Municipal Charter Act, and the vote shall be by separate
ballots, one of which shall be:

"In favor of adoption of charter [ ]"; and the other:
"Against adoption of charter [ ]".

The special election shall be conducted in accordance with the Local Election Act
[Chapter 1, Article 22 NMSA 1978] and if a majority of all the votes cast shall favor the
adoption of the charter, the charter shall take effect immediately insofar as necessary to
authorize the election of officers, but shall not take effect otherwise until such date as
may be specified in the charter, which date shall not be less than sixty days after the
special election. After the date fixed by the charter, the municipality shall be deemed
reorganized under the provisions of the charter, and the powers and duties of all officers
elected or appointed under the former laws shall cease.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-14-8, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 2018, ch. 79, § 59.
ANNOTATIONS

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, revised the citation form for certain
provisions of law, and made minor technical changes; after "special election held
under”, deleted "Sections 3-15-1 through 3-15-16 NMSA 1978" and added "the
Municipal Charter Act", and after "conducted in accordance with", deleted "Sections 3-8-
1 through 3-8-19 NMSA 1978" and added "the Local Election Act".



Voters are given no alternatives except approval or disapproval of the charter as
proposed. They may not, under the statute, be given any options other than approval or
disapproval. 1971 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 71-50.

3-15-11. First election of officers; time; law governing.

In case the charter is adopted pursuant to Section 3-15-10 NMSA 1978, it shall be
the duty of the presiding officer of the governing body of the municipality to issue a
proclamation calling a special election for the election of such elective officers as may
be provided for in the charter. The election shall be at least ten days before the date
specified in the charter for it to go into effect, and the election shall be held in
accordance with the provisions of the Local Election Act [Chapter 1, Article 22 NMSA
1978] and the charter.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-14-9, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 2018, ch. 79, 8§ 60.
ANNOTATIONS

The 2018 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, provided that the Local Election Act
governs special elections called for the purpose of electing officers after a special
election where a majority of the votes cast favors adopting a charter pursuant to the
Municipal Charter Act; and after "charter is adopted"”, added "pursuant to Section 3-15-
10 NMSA 1978", and after "in accordance with the provisions of the", added "Local
Election Act and the".

3-15-12. Filing and recording certified copies of charter.

In case of adoption of a charter under the provisions of Sections 3-15-1 through 3-
15-16 NMSA 1978, the presiding officer of the governing body of the municipality shall
transmit to the secretary of state a duly enrolled and engrossed copy of the charter,
which shall be authenticated by the signature of the presiding officer of the governing
body of the municipality, and the certificate of the clerk of the municipality and the
corporate seal of the municipality, and thereupon the secretary of state shall cause the
charter to be filed and recorded in his office. A like copy of the charter, authenticated
and certified as specified in this section, shall be recorded in the office of the county
clerk.

History: 1953 Comp., 8§ 14-14-10, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-15-13. Charter controls when statute is inconsistent; statutory
interpretation.

A. A municipality organized under the provisions of the Municipal Charter Act shall
be governed by the provisions of the charter adopted pursuant to that act, and no law



relating to municipalities inconsistent with the provisions of the charter shall apply to any
such municipality.

B. A municipality which adopts a charter may exercise all legislative powers and
perform all functions not expressly denied charter municipalities by general law or
charter. A liberal construction shall be given to the powers of municipalities to provide
for maximum local self-government.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-14-11, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1984, ch. 65, § 173.
ANNOTATIONS

Referendum provision dealing specially with popular referenda on franchise
ordinances prevails over referendum provisions of the city charter applying to
ordinances generally and not to franchise ordinances alone. Albuquerque Bus Co. v.
Everly, 1949-NMSC-058, 53 N.M. 460, 211 P.2d 127.

Application of state law where authorizations omitted from charter. — Where a city
adopts a charter, but omits from such charter authorization to the city commissioners to
pave city streets and meet the cost by special assessment and to enforce the liens
created therefor by foreclosure, the state law on municipalities governs. Ellis v. New
Mexico Constr. Co., 1921-NMSC-068, 27 N.M. 312, 201 P. 487.

3-15-14. Petitions; qualifications of signers; contents.

Petitions provided for in Sections 3-15-1 through 3-15-16 NMSA 1978, shall be
signed only by qualified electors of the municipality, and each petition shall contain in
addition to the names of the petitioners, the street and house number or place in which
the petitioner resides.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-14-12, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For examinations of signatures, purging and judicial review of
petitions, see 3-1-5 NMSA 1978.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Right of signer of petition or
remonstrance to withdraw therefrom or revoke withdrawal in time therefor, 27 A.L.R.2d
604.

3-15-15. Publication of proposed charter.

Whenever a proclamation calling for a special election as provided for by Section 3-
15-9 NMSA 1978, shall be issued, a copy of the proposed charter shall be published
once each week for four consecutive weeks, and the presiding officer of the governing



body of the municipality shall cause to be printed for distribution not less than one
thousand copies of the proposed charter, the distribution to be not less than three
weeks before the date set for the election.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-14-13, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Cross references. — For definition of "publish” or "publication,” see 3-1-2 NMSA 1978.

3-15-16. Amendment or repeal of charter; alternate methods.

The charter of any municipality adopted under the provisions of Article 10, Section 6
of the constitution of New Mexico, by law of the territorial legislature of New Mexico or
under the provisions of the Municipal Charter Act may be amended or repealed either
by a proposal submitted by the governing body of the municipality to the qualified
electors or by petition as provided for in Section 3-15-4 NMSA 1978 for the adoption of
an original charter at a general or special election and ratified by a majority of the
gualified electors voting on the amendment or repeal.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-14-14, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300; 1971, ch 118, § 6;
1990, ch. 63, § 1.

ANNOTATIONS

The 1990 amendment, effective May 16, 1990, inserted "by law of the territorial
legislature of New Mexico" and "under the provisions of," substituted "Section 3-15-4
NMSA 1978" for "Section 14-14-2 NMSA 1953" and made a minor stylistic change.

A municipality's charter may be amended only as authorized by the legislature.
1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 87-81.

There is no legislative grant of authority for Silver City, which is not a home-rule
municipality, to amend its charter. It must adopt a new charter. 1987 Op. Att'y Gen. No.
87-81.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Extension of boundaries of municipality
by amendment to charter, 64 A.L.R. 1371.

Detachment of territory from municipality under power to amend charter, 117 A.L.R.
296.

Doctrine of de facto existence or powers of municipal corporation as applicable to
amendment or revision of charter, 7 A.L.R.2d 1407.



ARTICLE 16
Combined Municipal Organizations

3-16-1. Combined city-county municipal corporations; definitions.
As used in Sections 3-16-1 through 3-16-18 NMSA 1978:

A. "combined municipal organization" means the combined city and county
municipal corporation, whether prior to or subsequent to the completed consolidation,
including the area within the exterior boundaries of the municipality and county;

B. "city" means the municipality involved in the city and county consolidation,
including the area within the boundary of the city;

C. "county" means the county government including the area within the exterior
boundaries of the county involved in the city and county consolidation, and outside the
boundary of the city; and

D. "election units" includes the area of the city and county, respectively.
History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-15-1, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
ANNOTATIONS

Home rule municipalities. — Home rule municipality may set minimum wage higher
than that required by the state Minimum Wage Act because of the independent powers
possessed by municipalities in New Mexico and the absence of any conflict with state
law. New Mexicans for Free Enterprise v. City of Santa Fe, 2006-NMCA-007, 138 N.M.
785, 126 P.3d 1149.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 56 Am. Jur. 2d Municipal Corporations,
Counties, and Other Political Subdivisions §8 81, 82.

62 C.J.S. Municipal Corporations § 79.

3-16-2. Combined organization; charter committee; proposed
charter; election; ballots.

When the total population of any combined municipal organization shall be at least
fifty thousand inhabitants, a city-county government may be organized as hereinafter
provided. The legislative authority of any city within a combined municipal organization
by ordinance, and the county commissioners of a county within the same combined
municipal organization, by resolution, may express their desire that the question of the
formation of a combined city and county municipal corporation shall be submitted to the
voters of the city and the county outside the city, in accordance with Article 10, Section



4 of the constitution of New Mexico, at a special election called and held as hereinafter
provided. In the event approval is obtained by ordinance in the city and by resolution of
the county commissioners, then the governing body of any city may appoint seven
members who are residents of the city, and the county commissioners may appoint
seven members who are residents of the county, making a total of fourteen members,
which will form a city and county charter committee. Said charter committee shall meet
to draft a charter not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of New Mexico
pertaining to city charters. The proposed charter must be approved by a majority of the
fourteen appointed members of the charter committee. In the event said proposed
charter is approved by the committee, it shall be submitted separately to the county
commissioners and governing body of the city, and must be approved by a majority vote
of each of these bodies. In the event said bodies approve the proposed charter, then,
within sixty days, the county commissioners shall call a special election to be held in the
combined municipal organization for the purpose of voting upon the question of city-
county consolidation and upon the proposed charter therefor. The special election shall
be called, conducted and canvassed in the same manner as general elections for the
election of county officers are called, conducted and canvassed; provided, that the vote
of electors in voting divisions in each election unit upon each proposition shall be
separately counted, canvassed and kept. The ballot for such special election shall be
substantially as follows:

"City and County Consolidation: Shall the city of (here insert name of city) be
consolidated with the remainder of the county of (here insert name of county in
which the city is located) as a political subdivision and become a combined city and
county government? YES _ NO

Shall the City and County of (here insert name of city and county) adopt the
proposed city and county charter? YES __ NO "

A copy of the proposed charter shall be posted at or near the front entrance of each
voting division in plain view of the electors desiring to vote thereon. Each registered
voter of the city and county shall be entitled to vote in the precinct or election district in
which he is registered, and the propositions shall be submitted in such manner that the
voters may vote for or against them. If a majority of the voters voting on the propositions
in the city and a majority of the voters voting on the propositions in the county outside
the city vote in favor of the propositions submitted, a city and county government for the
combined municipal organization shall be established in accordance with Sections 3-16-
1 through 3-16-18 NMSA 1978. If a majority vote of either election unit is against the
proposition of consolidation, the proposition shall not again be submitted to the voters of
the combined municipal organization within two years of the date of such election. The
cost of the election and preparing the proposed city and county charter shall be
apportioned between, and paid by, the city and county in proportion to the number of
votes cast on the proposition inside the city and the number of votes cast in the county
outside the city.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-15-2, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.



ANNOTATIONS

Los Alamos county may not adopt a charter providing for a combined city-county
government until the population within the proposed territorial limits is 50,000 or more.
1962 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 62-96.

3-16-3. Approval of charter at election; legislative body for
combined organization.

If the propositions submitted to the electors shall carry in both election units, and if
the charter shall be approved by the majority of electors voting on the question, it may
become the organic law of the combined city and county government and shall be
effective as hereinafter provided. If the charter is rejected, in the event approval is given
for the consolidation, the governing body of the city and county shall, within sixty days
thereafter, provide for a new charter committee as hereinbefore set forth for the purpose
of framing a new proposed charter which shall be done and submitted to the voters in
like manner, and this procedure shall be followed until a proposed charter for such
combined city and county government is approved by the electors. The charter, when
adopted, may be revised or amended as provided in the charter or bylaw for such
charters. The governing body of the city and the board of county commissioners shall
be the first legislative authority of the combined municipal organization and they shall
continue in office until the terms for which each was elected expires, and no successor
shall be elected or appointed under the combined municipal organization charter until
the number of said body falls below the number provided in the city and county charter.

History: 1953 Comp., § 14-15-3, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.
3-16-4. Charter; contents.

The charter shall designate the number and terms of members of the legislative
authority and the name of the combined municipal corporation; the elective officers, the
terms of such officers, manner of election and their powers and duties, and may provide
for any form of local government for the city and county not inconsistent with the
constitution and laws of New Mexico.

History: 1953 Comp., 8 14-15-4, enacted by Laws 1965, ch. 300.

3-16-5. Date for commencing operation of new organization;
disapproval of charter; effect.

In the event a combined municipal organization is approved by a majority of the
electors in each election unit and a proposed charter therefor has likewise been
approved by a majority of the electors in each election unit, the city government and the
county government and all offices thereof, except as provided herein, shall terminate,
and the new combined municipal organization government shall begin operation in lieu



thereof on the first day of July following the adoption of a charter for the combined
municipal organization by the governing authority of the combined municipal
organization. If approval of the proposed charter is given by a vote of the majority of the
electors voting thereon, the governing authority of the combined municipal organization
may adopt the same by a majority vote. In the event the electors of either election unit
shall disapprove the proposed charter submitted to them for ap